
First Presbyterian ChurCh
of Tuscaloosa

January 15, 2023
8:45 service

Second Sunday after Epiphany



Gather In God’s Name

    Prelude
Trio in G minor                                                   Josef Rheinberger
Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above                        Gerald Near       
In The Bleak Midwinter                                     Allen Orton Gibbs

     Welcome and Announcements

*   Call to Worship                                                                                                          
Leader:   I waited patiently for the LORD; he inclined to me and
               heard my cry. 
People:  The LORD drew me up from the desolate pit, out of 
               the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making 
               my steps secure. 
Leader:   The LORD put a new song in my mouth, a song of
               praise to our God. Many will see and fear, and put their 
               trust in the LORD. 
People:   Happy are those who make the LORD their trust.    
   ALL:   Let us worship God!                  Psalm 40

*   Hymn 645      Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above    
MIT FREUDEN ZART

*   Prayer of the Day

*   Prayer of Confession
Gracious and merciful God, we have come this day to worship 
you, but as we enter your courts, we realize and now confess 
the sin we bring with us.  We confess a weak faith which fails to 
trust the ways in which you work.  We wish always to be happy 
and healthy, we long for ever-present smiles, we wish always 
to experience your nearness in warm, fuzzy, convenient ways.  
Have Mercy.  Open our eyes and minds to the mysterious 
and miraculous ways you work through the unexceptional, 
the dark night of the soul, and the grays of winter.  Then 
content with your plans, move us in the direction you would 
have us go.    (A pause for silent individual confession follows)



*   Assurance of Pardon

*  Gloria Patri                                                                         Hymn 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

*  Passing of the Peace
Leader:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.

                         Proclaim God’s Word

    Word for the Children

    Prayer for Illumination  

    Scripture Reading             Matthew 9:27-35                     pg. 9
         Leader:  This is the Word of the Lord.

People:  Thanks be to God!

    Sermon                          Cold and Quiet        Rev. Michael R. Bailey

    Respond to God’s Word
*  Hymn of Response 144      In the Bleak Midwinter        CRANHAM

*   Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed              
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, and in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 
descended into hell; the third day He rose again from the dead; 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God 
the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

    Concerns of the Church

    Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer



    Offering

    Offertory Anthem       I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb           Mark Shepperd
I am Jesus’ little lamb, ever glad at heart I am; for my Shepherd
gently guides me, knows my need and well provides me; loves

me ev’ry day the same, even calls me by my name. 

Day by day, at home, away, Jesus is my staff and stay. When I
hunger, Jesus feeds me; into pleasant pastures leads me.  When 

I thirst, he bids me go where the quiet waters flow. 

Blessed Jesus, you have loved us, love us still. 

Who so happy as I am, even now the Shepherd’s lamb? And at
last when life is ended, by his angel host attended, he shall fold 

me to his breast there within his arms to rest. 
      Dee Hamner, tenor      Michael Walker, bass

Marjorie Johnston, flute

*  Doxology  OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,

Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Go in God’s Name

*  Charge and Benediction

*  Postlude
        Festive Trumpet Tune                                                      David German

             
         *Those who are able, please stand.  

Please silence cell phones during worship.

Health Safety Reminder: As various colds and viruses are 
spreading around our community, please keep a few things in mind:   
hand sanitizer is available in locations throughout the church building; 
masks are always welcome, but not required; if you are not well, please 
consider watching worship from home. Thanks!


