
 

Dear Calvary Family,
 

It is with great joy that we invite each of your families to celebrate this season of Advent at
Calvary. Come along and join us by participating in Calvary’s 2022 “Good News of Great Joy”
Advent Adventure!

Christmas is often a season where our children are focused on what they are going to get for
Christmas, but as people of an upside-down kingdom, we want to train them to remember the
words of Jesus that “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35 CSB). The service
that we do this season will focus our families on others and remind us that the “good news of
great joy” is for all people–so we can find the lonely and the lost and welcome them to join us
in the family of God. The incarnation of Jesus is the great reminder that God has come looking
for all of us. This season, we want to share that joyful news with our friends, our neighbors, our
church family and especially those who are lost. 

Can I humbly give a word of caution as we get started? This is a special season–a season of
hope, faith, joy and peace. It is our hope that each day’s activity will create space for you to
watch as the God of Heaven seeks those who desperately need Him with the love that your
hands provide. 

However, the Enemy of your soul would like nothing more than for this calendar to be a
burden to you, robbing you of your joy. It would defeat the purpose of Advent if this became
one more religious checklist. At any point, if this produces in you anxiety instead of
anticipation or weariness instead of joy, please put it aside, grab a cup of hot cocoa and just
rest in His lavish grace. We do not earn His affection, because we already have it. 

If you look at this list and start to feel overwhelmed, please, please hear our heart–there has
never been a year of doing something like this, that our family has not skipped days,
combined days, completely forgotten days or just laughed at the thought that we could do
anything on that day. You know those days, don’t you Moms? This is not about perfection, it is
only about sharing the hope, faith, joy and peace of Jesus. You know what, if you are able to
just share that with those God has placed in your home, that is more than enough. That is the
hardest work. 

 
We offer this to you as our gift, something like what our families will try to do (some of). We
may pick one “more giving” per week, but only if it feels doable. We may miss several “giving”
days, and that is just fine. The idea is for Jesus to show us what it truly means to be more
blessed. 

I would love to hear your ideas and how you are changing this or ways you are going deeper
(or less deep) So, let’s stay in touch and serve one another as family. Because we are.

 JT and Ministry Team



Where to Begin 
 

When you pick up the large Christmas Advent bag from the table at Calvary, you will find it filled with all
you need to complete the Advent service activities printed on the calendar. 

 
What is Included in Your bag: You will find in your large Christmas bag (don’t throw this Christmas bag
away because it will be used later for one of your activities) a folder that includes a welcome letter, a

calendar with each day’s activity, a detailed description of each activity as well as ways to do more, and a
more lengthy devotional if you choose to read that on the day you light the candle. You will also find a

bag filled with the supplies you will need for each week’s activities. 
 

Step One: Pull out the 7 small brown craft paper bags. The idea to have in mind are the Advent calendars,
where each day of the month of December you open a window or pull out a box and get a piece of candy.

We are essentially doing that on a larger scale. You are making a big Advent calendar for your wall–
instead of opening doors, your children will open the bags.  Have your children decorate the bags (if you
want) and write Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday– one day of the
week on each bag. Decide where you want to display your bags and if you choose to display these on a

mantle or in front of a window, we have provided clothes pins and twine. We have found that command
hooks work great to hold the bags and come down easily after the holidays. On the evening of November

26, after your children are in bed,  write each day’s activity from the master calendar onto the
corresponding day’s card. Take the card and a Hershey’s kiss, one kiss per child and put them in that day’s
bag.  You will repeat this filling the 7 bags each Saturday night of Advent (for a total of four weeks).  Each

day your children will take down a bag from the twine (or off the shelf) and they will pull out the day’s
index card and see what you will be doing that day.  You will find that your children are thrilled to open

their bag and see what they get to do that day. 
 

Step Two: Grab your folder and look over the master calendar. On the calendar, you will see each day’s
activity. The pages that follow, give a more detailed description of the activity listed on the calendar.

Compare Calvary’s service calendar with your personal calendar and decide which activities will fit into
your week. Move days around, completely skip days and work the service into your calendar and

schedule. Do not try to do it all!! You will feel stressed and frustrated. Arrange and work the service ideas
into your life and the rhythms of your family. Once you’ve done this for the week, these are the activities

that you will write on the index cards which go in the bags from step one. 
 

Step Three: Pull out your Advent wreath and set it on your dining room table or any table that is
prominent in your home. These wreaths and candles are a beautiful display and reminder of the coming

of Jesus. Place three purple candles and one pink in the four candle holders on the wreath. The white
candle is displayed in the single candle holder in the center of the wreath. Each week when the Advent

card has been read (these are the laminated cards that have “hope,” “faith,” “joy,” and “peace” as well as
“Christ candle” written on them) place the card near the wreath so that your children can see them

throughout the week. Once this season is finished, please store your wreath in a safe place because we
will use it again next year during the Christmas season. 

 
Step Four: Now that you have your activities chosen, your cards written and placed in the bags, your

wreath assembled it is time to find the week’s bag of supplies. You will find four separate bags labeled for
each week of Advent. 

 
Step Five: If any of this is confusing or you have any questions, please call or text us: 

Joy 865-202-8661 or Rebekah 865-679-4053.
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Good News of Great Joy

Advent 2022

Nov
27

Giving: Light the first advent candle and read the “hope” advent card. The most
important “act” we will do this season is to bring honor and glory to the Name above
all names, Jesus. Our moments of devotion as we light a candle, read a devotion and
pray, are not in place of more important works–they are the important acts.  A longer
devotional for each Sunday of Advent is included in the green folder. This devotional
is designed for the Dads and Moms and older children.

Giving More: Make “hope” prayer cards.Consider who in your extended family or
church family could use some hope in this season. Pray a specific verse of scripture
over them and then send a card to let them know you have prayed hope over their
lives.

Nov
28

Giving: Grab a box or Kroger bag and have your child find a couple of gently used
toys or books that they no longer play with to put in the bag to donate to KARM.
Explain to your children what KARM is and what outreach ministries the money made
from donations goes to serve.

Giving More: If you have a new toy at home or can purchase one at the store,
consider donating a new toy to KARM or to the Marines “Toys for Tots.” Have your
child go with you to pick out the toy and talk about what it means to give something
we want to those who have little. There will also be a box at Calvary where you can
drop off your toys on Sunday and we will deliver them for you.

Nov
29

Giving Details:Take the gently used toys that you gathered yesterday to KARM. When
you drop off your items at KARM, let them know you are with Calvary Baptist Church.
Our donations build store credit for Calvary to use if we have people who are in need.
If you cannot make it to a local KARM, please bring items to the Advent Adventure
table on Sunday and we will deliver them to KARM.

Giving More: While you are at KARM, grab a name off the “angel tree” and go shop
for the child you picked. Return items to KARM or drop off location.

Nov
30

Giving Details: Attend Calvary’s Wednesday night program and help us prepare
popcorn welcome bags for YOKE. If you cannot attend on Wednesday, please pray
for YOKE and also for Calvary’s youth ministry. Talk with your family about ways you
can pray for, love and serve students in middle and high school.

Giving More: This week find a “giving magazine” from a ministry such as Samaritan’s
Purse, Hope International or Compassion and have your family pick out a gift (such
as goats or chickens) to give to a family in need.

Dec
1

Giving Details: Be as simple or as extravagant as you like and create a virtual
Christmas card or Christmas carol for someone you know that lives away from you.

Giving More: Design a card or family video or ‘virtual’ family newsletter to send to



family and friends who live away.

Dec
2

Giving Details: Use the enclosed cards and stickers to make a card for Officer Terry,
the police officer who directs traffic after church on Sundays. Bring the card you made
to the Advent Adventure table and drop it there. We will put all the cards together to
deliver to Officer Terry.

Giving More: Organize your child’s classroom or neighborhood friends to make
several cards of appreciation and drop off at your local police station and fire
department.

Dec
3

Giving Details: We will post a link to sign up genius on Calvary’s Family FB page for
you to choose small toiletry items to purchase for the Spring to Life Ministry directed
by Joe Drummer’s son-in-law, Adam Comer. Bring the items with you tomorrow to
church as the youth will be assembling gift baskets.

Giving More: Find a local office that serves those in crisis (DCS or the Isaiah 117
house), and drop off items on their needs list.

Dec
4

Giving Details: Light the first and second advent candle and read the “faith” advent
card. A longer devotional for each Sunday of Advent is included in the green folder.
This devotional is designed for the Dads and Moms and older children.

Giving More: Make “faith” prayer cards.  Consider who in your extended family or
church family could use faith in this season. Pray a specific verse of scripture over
them and then send a card to let them know you have prayed faith over their lives.

Dec
5

Giving Details: Color the bookmarks that are included in your Advent bag.

Giving More: Find books on your shelf or go to McKays and grab some gently used
books that have been important to you to gift to others.

Dec
6

Giving Details: Place bookmark in gently used book and donate to a friend or to your
child’s school, daycare, or the local library.

Giving More: Give away books and bookmarks of any kind.

Dec
7

Giving Details: Come to Calvary tonight and we will be doing two things. First, we are
going to give Melissa the night off by cleaning up after cafe dinner. Then we will be
making cards to send to soldiers who are currently deployed overseas. If you can’t
make it to Calvary, do something for someone at your house. Maybe Mom could use
some help wiping the dinner table, so kids and Mom work together, remembering that
God wants us to love and serve our friends and family as much as He wants us to
love and serve those who are overseas or those we don’t know.

Giving More: Send a card to a deployed soldier. If you do not know one personally,
bring it to the Advent Adventure table and we will mail to one connected to Calvary.

Dec
8

Giving Details: We are calling this “chores for change.” Do a few extra chores to earn
the change from Mom’s purse or Grandma’s or Grandpa’s or the change you find in
the couch when you vacuum it. Bring this change in on Sunday. This “change” will



bring “good news of great joy” in the form of much needed Bibles for Calvary Road
Ministries and the people of South Sudan.

Giving More: Do a “chore for character.” Build the character of Christ into your life by
serving someone you know who cannot repay you. Pull weeds for an elderly neighbor
or pick up a click list for a single mom.

Dec
9

Giving Details: Make a card with the enclosed stationary to give to your Sunday
school teacher or one of our pastors.

Giving More: Spend some time talking to your children about what they love most at
worship on Sunday (the worship music, the lesson or even being with friends).
Remind them that the body of Christ comes together to worship as one family and
those singing and teaching are volunteering their time because they love Jesus.
Practice with your children saying thank you and then ask them to find one worship
leader or teacher and thank them for teaching or leading that week. Do this for
several weeks until they are in the habit of thanking those who come and lead. Moms
and Dads, this would be great for us as well!

Dec
10

Giving Details: Make a treat (prepared cookie dough is your friend here) or card to
bring to church tomorrow for the college interns who live on Calvary’s campus. They
begin finals next week and we want to cheer them on in their studies. If you don’t
have time to make something homemade, grab a box of prepackaged snack foods.
Typically college students are poor and have little money for treats, so anything will be
greatly appreciated.

Giving More: Make a personal connection with one of Calvary’s interns. Ask them how
you can be praying for them during the coming final’s week. Pray with them in the
moment or write down what they requested prayer over and pray for them during your
family’s prayer time. If you are unsure who the interns are, find Michael Trulove, the
college pastor or the Millsaps, and they will point them out or introduce you to them.

Dec
11

Giving Details: Light the first, second and third advent candle and read the “joy”
advent card. A longer devotional for each Sunday of Advent is included in the green
folder. This devotional is designed for the Dads and Moms and older children.
Tomorrow we are going to have a day of Holy Spirit directed kindness. During
your advent devotional time today, pray with your children and ask Holy Spirit
who He would like your family to extend your joy to. Talk to your children about
quieting their spirit and asking Jesus to give you His eyes to see who will need
their joy! Tomorrow we will give that away!

Attend Calvary’s family Christmas party!

Giving More: Make “joy” prayer cards.  Consider who in your extended family or
church family could use some “joy” in this season. Spread joy! Parents, you can help
with this one–if you know of a neighbor or friend that you would like your child to visit
or serve, consider asking them beforehand if there is a small outdoor chore that your
child could do. Spend some time serving with your children (if they are young) and
then let them talk about it! They will love sharing with you how great this made them
feel.



Dec
12

Giving Detail: Holy Spirit directed acts of kindness and joy for a neighbor, teacher or
friend.  This is such a fun exercise for children in listening to Holy Spirit’s prompting
and being the hands and feet of Jesus! Parents, get excited and toss aside any
concern for your reputation today! This is full on “joy of Jesus” day! If your child sees
someone and feels a need to give them a hug, go with it! Maybe they want to give a
balloon away to a stranger! Put the biggest smile on your face, and give your child
permission to share the joy that fills their hearts. Trust me, it is going to fill your heart
as well–joy is contagious!

Giving More: This is “joy” week, so spread some joy. Don’t over think it, just love
lavishly! Give balloons away to strangers. Put $1 on a store shelf and then hide and
see if someone finds it. Share the “good news of great joy!”

Dec
13

Giving Details: Calvary has a full food pantry ministry (I was not aware of this) that
serves the homeless on a weekly basis. When someone in need comes to Calvary,
our staff is able to give them a food bag from the pantry. Shop (either at the store or in
your pantry) for a few items that are included in Calvary’s food bags for the homeless.
Refer to the last page of this packet for a list of items that go in the food bags. Place a
few items in the large Advent Christmas bag that all your Advent supplies were in and
return the food in that bag. This is now the bag that goes to the homeless.

Giving More: Grab another family or two, shop for all the items on Calvary’s food bag
list and make a complete bag ready to give away.

Dec
14

Giving Details: Join us at Calvary tonight to make Christmas cards for residents of the
local nursing home. If you can’t be at Calvary make some cards for the nursing home
closest to you.

Giving More: Contact Melissa and ask for one of Calvary’s shut-ins and pray a
specific verse of scripture over them and then send a card to let them know you have
prayed “joy” over their lives.

Dec
15

Giving Details: Deliver cards to the local nursing home.

Giving More: Contact your nearest nursing home and ask if there is a resident that
has not had a visitor in a long time and ask permission to visit. If you aren’t sure what
to say, have your child pick out their favorite Christmas book and bring it to read
together with a resident or have your child sing their favorite Christmas song.

Dec
16

Giving Details:  This weekend we will be focusing on loving the widow or someone in
our lives who is in a season of loneliness. Use the supplies in your bag to make the
“hope” ornament. Pray for who you would like to give the ornament to.

Giving More: Plan an evening to invite someone over to enjoy dinner with your family
this week. Pray about who this might be.

Dec
17

Giving Details: Give ornaments to a widow or someone who is in a season of
loneliness.



Giving More: Grab some flowers (Poinsettias are usually available this season) and
give to the widows at Calvary or those living near you.

Dec
18

Giving Details: Light the first, second, third and fourth advent candle and read the
advent card. A longer devotional for each Sunday of Advent is included in the green
folder. This devotional is designed for the Dads and Moms and older children.

Come sing Christmas carols at Alma Sue’s house at 5 pm.

Giving More: Make “peace” prayer cards.  Consider who in your extended family or
church family could use some peace in this season. Pray a specific verse of scripture
over them and then send a card to let them know you have prayed hope over their
lives.

Dec
19

Giving Details: Grow community night! Host a gingerbread making contest between
members of the family. Text out pictures and let us vote on who wins. Blow up your
red and green balloons and make this a party!

Giving More: Do the above with friends! Grab some friends and drive around and look
at lights while drinking hot chocolate (or milkshakes, depending on the weather). Host
a Christmas movie night.  Blow up your red and green balloons and let your kids
celebrate the season with friends!

Dec
20

Giving Details: We’ve been serving together for three weeks now and this
servanthood is the life abundantly that Jesus talked about, isn’t it? I’m having so
much fun with you all! Let’s make a “serving list” together. Sit with your family and
write a list which includes all of their favorite “advent adventures” thus far and all the
new ideas that have been created which you want to do in the coming months.
Younger children might want to give extra hugs to a little sibling. Maybe your school
age children will think of specific ways they can give kindness to a classmate or
perhaps they want to take a gift to a friend in need. As a family, brainstorm ways to
serve in 2023.

Giving More: Put the plan on the calendar. Pick a day in the next three months to
make sure the serving list gets put into action. If you need projects, contact JT or Dan
and ask how your family can serve at Calvary!

Dec
21

Giving Details: Join Calvary families and come help us host the Burundian Christmas
party! Each family will “host” a table.

Giving More: If you can’t make it to the event, pray for the Burundian people and
spend time teaching your children about the refugees in our community.  They may
not know that Calvary’s Missions House is one of Knoxville’s “Welcome Houses” and
we provide temporary housing for refugee families. Consider taking our current family
a Christmas treat!

Dec
22

Giving Details: Make the candy cane reindeer that is in your Advent supplies and
come up with your plan to bless a family member. Remember, shhhh…it’s a secret
reindeer.



Giving More: Make a plan to serve each member of your family. Think of ways to keep
this a secret, so they won’t know it is you.

Dec
23

Giving Details: Carry out the secret reindeer mission to bless a family member. Make
their bed, clean their room or give them a secret treat! At dinner tonight, make it a
game to see if they can figure out who did what for each family member. A Hershey
kiss if you get it right on the first guess!

Giving More: Secretly serve each member of your family with an act that they will
appreciate.

Dec
24

Giving Details: Attend Calvary’s candlelight Christmas Eve Service at 6:00 P.M. If you
can’t attend, host your own service. Light candles, sing “Joy To The World” and read
the Christmas story from Luke 2.

More Giving: Spend an extended time worshiping with your family or those who are
gathered in your home for Christmas Eve.

Dec
25

Giving: Light all the Advent candles–most importantly, the Christ Candle and read the
advent card. A longer devotional for each Sunday of Advent is included in the green
folder. This devotional is designed for the Dads and Moms and older children.

Giving More: Christ has come! Join us at Calvary to celebrate the birth of our Savior!

Alternate/ substitution ideas:

● If you are making soup or a large meal and have leftovers, consider bringing it to the
church freezer for families that are sick or in need. We have cleared an area just for this!

● If your family is downtown to look at lights or for the elf hunt, grab an extra scarf and
donate it by putting it on a statue (did you know that the homeless take these scarfs or
gloves or coats and use them to stay warm in the winter?)

● Pick an evening, join some other families and go caroling in your neighborhood.
● Volunteer to ring the bell for Salvation Army
● If you make a big dinner one night and realize you have leftovers, take it to someone

who lives alone or who may be busy in this season (students always love a home
cooked meal)



 

First Sunday of Advent                                                                                         November 27, 2022    
            

Hope

Memory Verse: “And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid.   Then the angel said to them, ‘Do
not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people’” 
(Luke 2:9-10 New King James Version).

Scripture: “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who dwelt in
the land of the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined…for to us a child is born, to
us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:2, 6 NKJV).

Today marks the beginning of advent. The word advent means “coming.” This is the time
each year when we begin to celebrate the coming of the Christ child. We look forward to the
moment when the God of the universe sent His beloved Son, Jesus, born to the virgin Mary,
a young woman living in an obscure village, to reconcile and redeem a lost world. We begin
by lighting the first candle of advent, the candle of hope. This candle, also known as the
prophet’s candle, reminds us that Jesus’s birth was the fulfillment of the hope of Israel–
that a Messiah would be sent to rescue God’s people. 

Years before the birth of Jesus, God had promised hope to the nations—hope that Israel’s
God would once again rescue and deliver His people. The Prophet Isaiah declared, “A shoot
will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. The Spirit of
the Lord will rest on him—the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel
and of might, the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord—and he will delight in the
fear of the Lord” (Isaiah 11:1-3 New International Version). As Isaiah penned these words of
promise, we wonder if the angels of heaven gathered in awe to anticipate the moment when
God would summon them to earth to announce, “good news of great joy, which shall be for
all people” (Luke 2:10 NKJV). Did the angels, consumed in wonder, stand boldly before the
throne and rehearse the words, “glory to God in the highest and peace on earth, goodwill
toward men” (Luke 2:10 NKJV)? Did they anxiously anticipate the day when they would
herald the news, Messiah has been born?

This week we are, once again, filled with the hope of Jesus. We anxiously expect that the
God who was wrapped in swaddling clothes, and laid manger, will again come and fill our
longing hearts.

What are you currently anticipating? Is your family anxiously expecting and looking forward
to anything?

Do you know someone who could use hope right now?



Second Sunday of Advent                                                                                          December 4, 2022     
             

 Faith
 

Memory Verse:“And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were greatly afraid.   Then the angel said to them, ‘Do not be
afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people’” (Luke 2:9-
10 New King James Version).

Scripture: “Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are small among the clans of Judah; one will come 
from you to be ruler over Israel for me” (Micah 5:2 Holman Christian Standard Bible).

Today we light the second candle of advent, the candle of faith. This candle, also known as
Bethlehem’s candle, reminds us that, “Faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard
comes through the message about Christ” (Romans 10:17 HCSB). Long before the angel
announced the “good news of great joy,” (Luke 2:10 NIV) decades before the shepherds
headed into the Town of David to find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, the prophet
Micah heard the word of the Lord, “One will come from you to be ruler over Israel” (Micah 5:2
HCSB). When the shepherds heard the “good news of great joy,” (Luke 2:10 NIV) they believed
the words of the angel and immediately went to find the baby wrapped in swaddling clothes,
lying in a manger. 

Mary, when she received the good news that she would bear the Christ child, responded, “I
am the Lord’s servant, may it be done to me according to your word” (Luke 1:38). At these
words spoken to her by the shepherds concerning the announcement in the field, Mary
“pondered these things in her heart” (Luke 2:19). She believed. Faith is the divine persuasion
of God, the belief that God is telling us the truth. God’s persuasion is His gift to us, and it
comes through His voice, His word. He speaks to us and gives us “treasures in the darkness,
riches stored in secret places” (Isaiah 45:3 NKJV). He speaks to us of “incomprehensible
things you do not know” (Jeremiah 33:3 NKJV). And we believe. This belief we treasure—this
faith is that which pleases God (Hebrews 11:6).  Faith is His guarantee to us, that what He has
promised, that He will do. That, and so much more. 

We are called to walk by faith—to hear the words spoken into our lives and to respond with
obedient hearts.

What has God persuaded you will come to pass? What words have you received from Him and
responded, “I am the Lord’s servant, may it be done to me according to your word” (Luke 1:
38)? What promise are you pondering in your heart, filled with His divine persuasion, and
waiting to see fulfilled? If Jesus appears today, will he find faith upon the earth? (Luke 18:8)
Will He find faith operating in you?



Third Sunday of Advent                                                                                       December 11, 2022                 

Joy
 

Memory Verse: “And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid.   Then the angel said to them,
‘Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all
people’” (Luke 2:9-10 New King James Version).

Scripture: “These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and
that your joy might be full” (John 15:11 King James Version).

Today we light the third candle of advent, the candle of joy. The only pink candle in the
advent wreath, also known as the shepherd’s candle, this candle reminds us that when
the shepherds heard the “good news of great joy, which is for all people,” (Luke 2:10
NKJV) they were filled with awe and wonder. Upon seeing the Christ child, their hearts
overflowed with joy!  As followers of Christ, we carry the best news imaginable—the
news that the God who calls each star by name, who spoke into being
galaxies and giraffes and gorillas, also calls us by name. He called you to life before you
were created. He set His affections on you and me, and sent His Beloved son to
reconcile us to Himself. It is by His divine action that you and I have been rescued,
healed, and made whole. We, who were once enemies of God, are being made more like
His Son Jesus each day (Ephesians 2:8-9). In Christ, we have even been given all the
riches of Heaven, and that fills us with great joy!

What is the best news you have ever received? When you heard the best news of your
life, did your heart leap with joy? Did you have to catch your breath at the wonder of it
all?  We have been given the best news imaginable—the news that Jesus, the baby born
in a manger so long ago, lived, died and rose to life, so that through Him, we can be
reconciled to the Father. We can finally be brought home. Even better news, He is
coming again to reward our faithfulness and to be with us, so that we can forever share
in His
joy. Joy filled the life of Jesus. In fact, Jesus even endured the cross, “…for the joy set
before Him” (Hebrews 12:2 NKJV). Now that is good news of great joy!

Who do you know that needs to hear some “good news of great joy?”



Fourth Sunday of Advent.                                                                                          December 18, 2022           

Peace
 

Memory Verse: “And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid.   Then the angel said to them, ‘Do
not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people’”
(Luke 2:9-10 New King James Version).

Scripture: “The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be
gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace” (Numbers 6:24-26
NIV).

Today we light the fourth candle of advent, the candle of peace. The candle of peace is
also known as the angel’s candle because it reminds us that the angel’s announcement of
“good news of great joy,” brought us peace. The long-anticipated announcement echoed
to the fallen cosmos that a Savior was born, a savior who would become our peace, our
shalom. The Israelites, just like us, longed for the wrongs in this world to be made right.
They prayed and looked forward to a coming day when: “…a child will be born for us, a son
will be given to us, and the government will be on his shoulders. He will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6 HCSB).

This child in the manger would one day become the God-man, the One who would become
sin in our place, so that we might become the righteousness of God (2Cor. 5:21). In the
form of a newborn baby, with soft skin and cooing babbles, lay the Lion of the Tribe of
Judah, the only One who could reconcile us to the Father and thus bring us peace. In
Christ, “…we have been declared righteous by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1 HCSB). Now, the Prince of Peace had come.

Jesus, you came, to live and die on our behalf, so that you could become our peace (Eph.
2:14). You took those excluded from the citizenship of Israel, and those who were
foreigners to the covenants of promise, without hope and without God in the world, and
you reconciled us to yourself. (Eph. 2:12 HCSB). Thank you for this gift of life. Your life
brought us hope, faith, joy, and peace.



  Christmas                                                                                                              December 25, 2022                  
 

 Christ Is Born!
 

Memory Verse: “And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid.   Then the angel said to them, ‘Do
not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people.’”
(Luke 2:9-10 New King James Version).

Scripture: “‘Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His
name Immanuel,’ which is translated, ‘God with us’” (Isaiah 7:14).

Today we light the last candle, the only white candle in the advent wreath—which is
known as the Christ candle. We celebrate all that we have been looking forward to—the
birth of our Savior, Jesus. God is with us-- Immanuel.

As we pause and meditate on the “…good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord,” (Luke
2:10-11 NKJV) we celebrate the dawn of hope.

We had anxiously anticipated and dared to hope that the King would come.
We joined in the faith of the prophets and believed that God would keep His promise and
send us a Savior.

We sang and shouted the good news of great joy, the news which would forever change
our lives. We rested in peace, knowing that Christ had come and our hearts were at home.

“Lord of all to thee we raise, this our hymn of grateful praise” (Pierpoint, Folliott S.).



 
Calvary Food Pantry Items

 
 

Canned Carrots
Chicken Noodle Soup 
Boxed Corn Bread Mix

Boxed Dry Milk
Canned Green Beans

Kool-Aid Mixes for Bottled Water
Macaroni and Cheese

Canned Pasta with Meat
Canned Peaches

Peanut Butter
Canned Pears

Canned Pinto Beans
Rice

Saltine Crackers
Canned Tuna

Canned Turnip Greens or Collard Greens
Vegetable Beef Soup
Whole Grain Cereal

 



Hope



We light the first candle of Advent,
the candle of hope. 
Long ago, prophets from the Old
Testament, men like Isaiah, Micah,
and Jeremiah wrote about a coming
King who would save His people
from their sins and rule over God’s
kingdom. 
Do you know who they were hoping
would come? 
Yes, they were hoping for Jesus.

Isaiah 9:2,6



 

Faith



Today, we light the second candle
of Advent, the candle of faith. 
The candle of faith reminds us that.
God promised He would send a
Savior to the world. Jesus’s birth 
 shows us that God kept His
promise to us.

Micah 5:2



Joy



We light the third candle of Advent,
the candle of  joy. 
Do you remember what the angels
said when they appeared to the
shepherd keeping watch over their
flock by night? 
The angels proclaimed, “…good news
of great joy, which shall be for all
people” (Luke 2:10). God sent His
special messengers to announce the
good news about Jesus.

John 15:11



Peace



We light the fourth candle of
Advent, the candle of peace. 
When Jesus came, He brought us
peace with God. Jesus brought us
back to our Father. Where we were
once separated from God, in
Jesus
we have peace.

Numbers 6:24-26



Christ



We light the last candle of Advent,
the Christ candle. 
We share the hope, faith, joy and
peace of Christmas day, all
because Jesus came. Glory to God
in the Highest, and on earth
peace, goodwill toward men.

Isaiah 7:14


