
Calvary Church Family, 

Greetings! I miss you!  

Over the past several weeks, I have kept a close eye on the news regarding COVID-19 and 
how it’s affecting our local community and church. I’ve listened and talked with our political 
and denominational leaders, as well as consulted with lots of other pastors. I’ve given much 
thought and prayer to how we should go forward in the days to come.  

The recurring question we’ve been asked is this: “When can we reopen our church?” As you 
know, within our Baptist polity we don’t seek permission but rather an informed 
perspective.  

I wish there was an easy answer with clarity for everyone, but that is a call every church must 
make for itself. I have seen a great amount of unity among our churches. 

There are several reasons why we have chosen May 24 as a good day to gather again at 
Calvary. This will be Step One. With that decision, however, comes responsibility to our 
church members and our friends and neighbors.  

With that in mind, we respectfully ask that if you choose to attend church, you follow these 
guidelines with us for the next few weeks. As conditions change, we will loosen the 
restrictions. This is for your (and others’) safety and well-being. We are doing our best to get 
back together as soon as possible while providing a secure and comfortable environment 
for everyone and being a good witness to Knoxville. 

We realize it will be a little awkward, distracting and uncomfortable - but we can do this!  

If you choose to wait to attend in person, that is absolutely fine. No one is wiser about 
when is best for YOU to return than YOU! We encourage you to continue to participate in 
our Worship Services, Bible Studies, etc. online which we will continue to provide. 

If you choose to attend during Step One, here’s what you need to know: 

• We will offer two worship services at 9:00 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.  

• There will be no Bible Study classes or Community Groups meeting on-site yet. 

• There will no childcare. Be prepared to worship and sit together as a family. Please 
keep your children close by.  

• The only spaces that will be “open” will be the auditorium, the foyer and the main 
hallway restrooms. 



• The only entrances we will use are the east (courtyard) and the west side. Note 
that the front doors and Café entrances and tunnel/elevator entrances will be 
temporarily closed. Please park and walk around to the east or west entrance.  

• We ask that you check temperatures, wash hands well and use the restroom before 
leaving home.  

• If you are unsure of your vulnerability, have a fever or are experiencing any symptoms 
of illness - please stay home. If you are a senior citizen, please be careful and stay 
home if you feel that’s best for you.  

• We ask that you wear a mask inside the building. Please bring your own if you have 
one and provide one for each family member. If you do not have a mask, we will 
provide one for you.  

• We will maintain the suggested distances. The seating areas will be marked off 
where we can sit to make it more convenient and comfortable for you. 

• We won’t be able to hug one another or shake hands yet. We can wave to each 
other!  

• Please enter and exit the auditorium efficiently and make your way outdoors to greet 
one another and fellowship together. 

• We won’t pass offering plates but will provide ‘giving boxes’ at both doors of the 
auditorium. Please remember to be generous and support Calvary if you are able 
during this difficult season!  

• We will be monitoring all staff, worship and tech team members’ health and taking 
temperature, etc. upon arrival at church.  

• We will have all areas clean and sanitized before, between and after worship 
services. We will have hand sanitizers available throughout the building for your 
convenience. 

I realize this is one of the most unusual and challenging times we have ever faced together 
in our history as a church, as a nation and even the modern world. I’m sure you are weary, 
perhaps frustrated, or even anxious and have encountered personal problems during this 
pandemic.  

There are lots of varying opinions about the virus and the appropriate response as a church. 
We believe that we are called to deeply love one another and to show genuine love to our 
community. One of the ways we can express that is to comply with the guidelines I’ve 
outlined. These are minor inconveniences and only temporary. We will communicate any 
changes as quickly as we can as we go forward.  

Please pray for one another and for our sister churches and our community. I look forward to 
seeing you again soon. Please know that you are always in our hearts and prayers. If you 
need anything during this time, please let us know. We love you and bless you in Jesus’ 
name.  

Grace & Peace, 
Dan


