
From the Desk of Pastor Aaron

Tues June 2, 2020

CoVid-19 BOA Report Part 4


Dear Friends of the Robinson Free Methodist Church, 


Tuesday evening (May 26) the Board of Administration decided that we 
would reopen the church doors for public worship June 7th.  There were 
many factors which guided us to this decision.  


First: There was the perspective that Christians need fellowship with other 
Christians in our space.  When the writer of Hebrews gave direction in 
Hebrews 10:25, he pointed us to this truth and also the importance of 
Christians worshipping together.  For thousands of years people have died 
for the privilege of being together to express their common faith.  We want 
to continue in the historic practice of the church.


Second:  We have examined Google analytics and realized that ministry 
via the internet does not keep people engaged for long.  We found that 
many did not participate in or fast forwarded through segments of the 
virtual service and that average listening times were less than 10 percent 
of the service length.  As the church is charged with discipling the saints, 
we felt this methodology inefficient and desire change.


Third:  While we will admit that the availability of the message to the world 
is enhanced through virtual church, we feel like what we gain is 
counterbalanced by the seeker not having a personal connection.  In a 
culture where the church was already struggling with ‘spectator mentality’, 
in its adherents, we wonder if this means of doing church is enabling that 
perspective even more so.


Fourth:  We believe we did the right thing to honor the law and the 
authority of the Governor for His first disaster proclamation. We felt the 
need to trust the ‘powers that be’ (Romans 13) to lead in the right 
direction, doing their best to mitigate for the health of the people of Illinois.  
We continued beyond the first 30 days in part because our national church 
leadership asked us to follow the direction of government.  Things 
changed about a week ago where the state government was compelled to 
bring testimony to Justice Cavanaugh of the US Supreme Court 



concerning church restrictions.  Earlier that afternoon our governor 
rescinded his executive order direction regarding the church.


Allow me to address our thinking further by giving you the feedback of the 
BOA for three questions our superintendent wanted answered before we 
opened.  I will avoid redundancy.


1. Why now?  The church exists to be a point of hope in this community.  
We need to offer that hope effectively to include collective fellowship of 
the saints and public worship.  We also recognize that our efforts in 
ministry can be better coordinated through the central meeting 
location.


2. How will we protect our people?  We will follow the plan coauthored 
through our local health department and approved by our church BOA 
May 26, 2020.  Our hope for each person who attends is that they walk 
away thinking we have done too much on the side of safety versus too 
little.


3. What is our response to those who object?  Our heart is doing this is 
not to create a stench in the community.  While we believe ourselves 
an essential function of community life, our goal would be that we 
ensure people who surround us that the church is taking all necessary 
precautions to comply with CDC operating guidelines for essential 
business.  We will note our efforts in instruction, practices, media etc.  
We will talk with dissenters about the need for hope.  We will engage 
them on the common ground of how we are stronger in proximity than 
apart.  We will welcome them to share life together.


Nothing is full proof.  It is the position of the pastor that opening the 
church will be a work in progress, and we will learn much throughout the 
journey.   What we ask of you are these three things:


1. Prayer:  	 For continued reductions in Covid-19 metrics.  

	 	 	 For favor with man and with God.

	 	 	 For an engaged church willing to put others first.

	 	 	 For wisdom, knowledge and tact for leaders.


2.  Patience:	 The virus is still alive.

	 	 	 The church must act accordingly.




	 	 	 There will be things asked of you which you may not 	 	
	 	 	 agree with; practices you may not want to do.

	 	 	 The church needs people to bear up each others burden 		
	 	 	 and consider the other before themselves.


3.  Perseverance		 Commit to remain through the crisis.

	 	 	 	 Engage your Pastor and leaders.

	 	 	 	 Remain faithful to what God asks of you.

	 	 	 	 Be part of the solution.


Thank you for reading this note, and for your connection to the Free 
Methodist church.


Pastor Aaron Peternel


For the  Board of Administration


