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Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year there, carry on business and 
make money.” Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for 
a little while and then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.”  
James 4:13-15

 What a unique and surreal time to be alive. My children are home from school until an unknown date in the 
future, businesses all over Tallahassee are closed, and every student physically left Florida State by the beginning of April 
to complete their coursework online. Yet even in the midst of all of this uncertainty and change, I firmly believe that our 
community at CCF is more important to the lives of our students than ever before. The reason? Many of our students 
have moved away from supportive church communities. Many have moved back into living situations that are anything 
but God honoring. Some of our students have lost all outside structure and discipline and as a result some students are 
truly struggling to find the motivation to complete menial tasks daily. Isolation is hazardous to the health of our students, 
but they really don’t have an option at this point. So at the beginning of April we tried our best to develop a robust and 
connected online community and I think that by the grace of God, we were able to succeed. In fact, some of the most 
genuine, heartwarming, and enjoyable conversations I have ever had with students have come during this time of virtual 
meetings. 
 We also tried our very best to help our students connect with God in new ways by engaging in common practices 
together outside of video calls and text messages. One of the ways we did that was by purchasing each student a copy of a 
daily devotional called “New Morning Mercies”. We sent it to them at the end of April in the hopes that it would encourage 
them to connect in relationship with God every day, and it would give them common talking points throughout the 
summer as they all read the same devotional every day! We will also be engaging with students during the summer months, 
whether it be in person or over video calls in order to foster further connection within our community. 
 Our vision for this semester looked very different than the reality God had in store for us, but just as James reminds 
us, our life is not something we can control. Our ministry is still “Devoted to Christ, Devoted to Campus” regardless of 
where that takes us. Our mission remains the same, and our heart behind that mission is still to connect students to the 
Savior we all love. So please continue to keep the CCF staff and our students in your prayers! And as always, we appreciate 
all of you continuing to support our work and ministry as we lead our students during this strange season. I hope that you 
know that you are absolutely critical to our mission! So be encouraged that your money continues to be a great investment 
into the lives of students and into the Kingdom of God!

Thank you so much for your continued 
financial partnership with CCF. 

Your generosity is making a difference. 



Humility Before the Lord
 Before arriving at Florida State, I was heavily involved in my church back home in Orlando. I was part of the worship 
team, a youth leader, and never missed an activity or bible study. I thought this all meant that I would have zero difficulties 
transitioning to college and I was very wrong! One thing I learned this year at CCF Monday Night is that our participation 
in “Christian events” is not indicative of how strong your relationship with God is. In 1 Corinthians 10 Paul warns against 
relying on your own strength when you feel you have reached your full potential. This year I realized that my personal 
relationship with God was not as healthy as I thought it was and began to change the way I interacted with God in my daily 
life. As someone who depended on external influences to feel fulfilled, being put in a new place allowed me to be vulnerable 
and get rid of those influences. I realized that the fulfillment I previously found was rooted in false confidence and was 
preventing me from maturing in my faith. God calls us to “be honest in our evaluation of ourselves” and I finally saw the 
importance of this during this season of my life. Humility brings you closer to God because you are getting rid of ego and 
making space for the Holy Spirit to work in you! Raiza Rivera 
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Meet Them Where They Are
 As we began to have discussions on how the Lord wanted us to serve our students this Spring, we kept coming 
back to this simple phrase: “meet them where they are at”. Learning this my during first semester of ministry was 
invaluable. I love that there is freedom in the way we do ministry, because the mission behind our ministry remains 
the same. To me, there has been such joy in adapting events in order to specifically meet the current needs of our 
students! While this resulted in a handful of changes and additions, it also led us to a lot of trust that God was the One 
establishing our steps (Proverbs 16:9). As we leaned on the Spirit for understanding, He gave us purpose behind every 
interaction and gathering, since He Himself knows each and every one of our students needs. Seeing our students step 
out and embrace our Spring Trip “Freedom Weekend”, as well as our new interactive large groups, and campus prayer 
nights was encouraging for me as well! God has graciously shown me some of the fruit of our work for His glory and I 
have seen the students being challenged, healed, and stirred in new ways! Eve Friedel

Director of Women’s Ministry

Some of our students holding their copy of the daily devotional we sent them! We think this will be a great way for our 
students to continue pursuing Christ during the summer months when they are away from Tallahassee!


