
The Letter to the Romans:   T h e  U n b e l i e v a b l e  R e s c u e !

THEME: 
1:16-17

The gospel is 
the power of 

God for 
salvation: 

God’s 
righteousness

revealed
1:18-3:20  Salvation 

NEEDED by us
3:21-4:25  Salvation 
ACCOMPLISHED 

for us

5:1-8:17  Salvation 
APPLIED to us

8:18-39  Salvation 
COMPLETED in us

Gentiles 
living 

paganly
1:18-32

Jews  or 
Gentiles 

living 
morally

2:1-16

Jews 
living 

religiously
2:17-3:8

None Righteous, No Not One – 3:9-20

3:21-31
God’s R’ness revealed 

through Christ’s 
faithfulness on the 

Cross, which justifies we 
who believe.

4:1-25
Abraham believed the 

Promise; it’s credited to 
him as r’ness. He is the 

father of all who believe 
in Christ.

5:1-11 – Gospel BLESSINGS
In the Present: e.g. Peace with God
In the Future: e.g. Rejoice in the glory of God

5:12-7:25 – Gospel FREEDOM
5:12-14: Three chains Christ breaks: Death—Sin—Law

5:12-21 – From Death to Life
6:1-23 – From Sin to Righteousness
7:1-25 – From Old Law to New (HS, Ch8)

8:1-17 – Gospel POWER: The Holy Spirit in us
A new Law (1-4), new R’ness (5-10), New Life (11-17)

8:18-39 – Gospel ASSURANCE
18-30 – Future glory is secure
31-39 – Present journey is secure

5:1-8:39     RENOVATION

Paul writes to this church in the capital of the Empire. He hasn’t met them, nor been there. His Purpose: pave the way for an upcoming visit & enlist 
their help on a church-planting trip west to Spain (15:24). 

To do this, he outlines the gospel he’s preached, so they can learn directly from him—and know that he’s orthodox. This explains the universal 
nature and expansive scope of the content of this letter; it’s not responding to one issue (like Galatians). It’s a general summary. It also explains the 
focus on Jews and Gentiles as one in Christ & the Church (Ch1, 9-11, 14-15)—this was a particular chafing point in Rome. 

1:16-4:25     RESCUE



The Letter to the Romans:   T h e  U n b e l i e v a b l e  R e s c u e !

God Renews our Relationships on every level

1. Relationship of Spiritual gifts in the body – 12:3-8

2. Relationship of Believer…
to SAINTS – 12:9-13
to OUTSIDERS (incl. enemies) – 12:14-21
to the STATE – 13:1-7
to NEIGHBOR – 13:8-10
to the LAST DAY – 13:11-14
to a WEAKER BROTHER - 14:1-15:7

3. Relationship of JEW & GENTILE Believers together 
in the Body of Christ & Plan of God – 15:8-21

Jew & Gentile in Church at Rome:  Paul addresses how both have a home in the gospel; there’s a real need 
in this church for this teaching. But it extends to every church: every human has a “tribe” and an “us-vs-them” 

tendency. The Jew-Gentile teaching is crucial because it shows every church the path away from tribes.

PAUL’S 
PLANS

15:22-33

To go to 
Jerusalem with 
the collection 

he’s been 
gathering;

then visit them, 
& go on to 

Spain

GREETINGS
Ch 16

The church is 
Rome is filled 

with people Paul 
knows. 

Greetings bridge 
the gap to those 
he doesn’t know 

(16:1-16)

Greetings from 
Paul’s entourage 

(21-23)

Benedictions
15:5, 13, 33

16:20
Doxologies

11:33-36, 
16:25-27

9:1-11:36     RIGHTEOUSNESS 12:1-15:21     RENEWAL

I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy… 
How inscrutable his paths (9:14 & 11:34)

Living sacrifice… Not conformed; Be transformed...  
Renewed minds to live out God’s will (12:1-2)

Chs9-11 display God’s 
RIGHTEOUSNESS

His Attribute, Activity & 
Accomplishments in salvation 

God’s Unbelievable Mercy in 
saving us (9:14-32) 

Preaching: God’s chosen 
means for saving us (ch10)

Remnant & Grafting (ch11): 
God’s surprise moves in 

saving us

God’s Sovereign Choice to 
save us (Election, 9:1-16)


