
Genesis 1: God the CreatorRepeated Phrases: 
Gen1 is highly 
structured, poetic-
like, with elevated 
prose. Knowing this 
helps us interpret it.

• And God said, 
Let there be __ 
(7x)

• And it was so (7x)
• And God saw that 

it was good (7x)
• According to its 

kind (10x)
• Evening & 

morning, the __ 
day (6x)

God is the Prime 
Mover: God is the 
subject of each verb 
in Gen1. Just 10 
verbs are repeated 
40x. 

• Created – Made
• Said – Called
• Separated – Set
• Saw – Blessed
• Finished -Rested

What does “DAY” 
mean? 

(1) 24-hour 
periods 

(2) Long ages 
(3) Literary 

device

This chapter (1:1-2:3) reveals the Creative God
who sovereignly creates all of creation! 

It declares the goodness of matter: we are fully corporeal, 
“earthy” by God’s creative design. This physical world is his delight.

1:1-2 – Prologue
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth 

was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

3 Truths: -God creates the entire cosmos
-The earth is formless, empty, dark & wet
-God’s Spirit hovers

God Makes the Forms
Day 1 – Light 

(vv3-5)
Day 2 – Skies & Seas 

(vv6-8)
Day 3 – Land & Veg’n

(vv9-13)

God Fills the Emptiness
Day 4 – Sun, moon & stars

(vv14-19)
Day 5 – Birds & Fish 

(vv20-23)
Day 6 – Animals &humans 

(vv24-31)
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Day 7 – God Rests & Blesses (2:1-3)
Sabbath rhythm instilled in natural world

Sabbath is…
-Emulating God
-Rest for finite 

creatures
-An act of faith

Five types of 
God’s Speech

1. God speaks his 
will into reality; 
nothing 
becomes 
something 
(sovereignty)

2. God names what 
he creates 
(authority)

3. God blesses 
creatures for his 
purpose 
(providence)

4. God deliberates 
about humanity 
(wisdom)

5. God relates to 
humans in his 
image 
(covenant)

What does “Image of God” mean?
It is a comprehensive term that includes many elements / aspects: 

--Not “a specific part of us”; rather it is what we are; it is how God created us
--Unique status in all creation   --The value we have
--Reflect God: “idol”, icon --Represent God to world 
--Created for everlasting life --Moral awareness (not mere instinct)
--Intimacy & deep communication
--Self-awareness & ability to process complex thoughts © 2020
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Genesis 2: God the King
God as King means He is our Governor, 

Administrator, Judge, & Involved in our daily lives. 

Vv4-6

Earth is 

Barren

-no rain

-no shrubs

-no humans

-mist waters earth

V7

Man is formed

Special creation

Of two worlds:

-dust of the earth 

-breath of life

Vv8-9

Eden Planted

-Man placed in it

-Two trees 

named: “life” & 

“knowledge of 

good and evil”

Vv10-
14

Eden Placed

4 Rivers and lands 

named. It was a 

geographic 

reality; we only 

know 2 of 4 rivers.

Vv15-1
7

Adam in Eden

-Work & Keep it

-Freedom, 

except:

-NO to TKGE; or 

dying you shall die

Vv18-
23

Woman

-A helper suitable

-Animals not suitable

-God creates her 

from Adam’s Rib

-”Called Woman”

Vv24-
25

Gift of 

Marriage

God’s definition 

of marriage for 

all humanity:

One man and 

woman, lifelong.

Priority 

Unity

Intimacy
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Mysteriously, none of 
these 3 environments is 

accessible to us. The 
geography of Gen2 is 

changed/gone.

Gen2 has 7 scenes: 

Three each focusing 

on our Environment 

and our Existence, 

plus a climactic scene 

on Marriage.

God’s Foundation for Human history: 

Vocation |Completion & Complementarity | Marriage. 

Each of these 3 elements is launched in Gen2. 

Gen2 is a Call to Culture: God intends for us to cultivate 
the world he’s created, to bring fruit and sustenance, & to 
participate in the progress of our environment. We serve 
and guard (”work and keep”) the garden he places each of 
us in. The foundational building block of culture is 
marriage.  

Kingship in the OT meant being a “hands-on” ruler for the 
people’s flourishing. This is what Gen 2 reveals: God specially 
forms our environment, and carefully crafts our existence
(including vocation & relationships). This is an amazing 
revelation of God’s character; the world’s gods are distant, 
aloof, unapproachable, uncaring. Our God is near and invested.
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What is sin? 
A working definition from Gen 3 could be:

“Discounting God’s Word 
because I want something better.”

Encompasses both PRIDE & DISBELIEF –
The twin sources of all sin

The serpent’s origin is 
left unexplained. He just 

appears. Israel didn’t 
need an “origin of evil” 
seminar. They needed 
to know why the world 

was wrong & where God 
is in it. The serpent is 
the devil (Rev 12:9).

Genesis 3: God the Redeemer

Treachery in 
the Garden

The Serpent’s 
Ploy;   3:1-7

Trial in Eden 
God’s Interview with 
Adam & Eve; 3:8-19 Unexpected 

Goodwill
God’s kindness

Sin crashes in. God’s grace comes to the fore. 
These are the twin emphases of this chapter. 

Gen3 declares the worth of people. 

• Enemy casts doubt on God’s Word; v1
• We distort His instructions; vv2-3
• Enemy denies God’s Word; v4
• Enemy deceives us about God’s intention; v5
• We disbelieve God’s Word & trust our senses; v6a

Naked & 
Unashamed,

in Garden

Fear & 
Hiding

TRAGEDY: v6b – Adam “was with her”, yet didn’t “guard and keep” 
her, the garden, or God’s Word. Passivity in the face of danger: 

cowardice = sin.

Eyes opened;
Knew they were 

naked;
Sewed fig leaves;

Hid from God

Fallen & 
Clothed, 
in World

Laid bare 
by God

Surprisingly, our sin reveals five central aspects of 
God’s character:

• Gentleness – His interview displays his care not to 
overwhelm us: everyone knew what went on; yet God 
allowed the record to be clear, vv8-19.

• Faithfulness - to his Word—on the day they ate, they 
died, cf 2:17.

• Compassion – animal skins made by God to cover 
them better than leaves, v21.

• Kindness – removed access to tree of life, since they 
are dead in sins, vv22-23.

• Grace – Promise of a Redeemer, 3:15.

Promise
of a 

Redeemer
3:15

By ejecting Adam & Eve 
from the garden, God 
protected them from 

the Tree of Life (since 
they had died to Him); it 

was not punishment
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