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PAUL HICKS      
CANDIDATE FOR THE OFFICE OF RULING ELDER
 
Paul was born and raised in a pastor’s home in California. Both Paul and Susan 
committed their lives to Jesus Christ as children. Paul and Susan met in college 
and married in 1975. After Susan completed her M.A. degree in Education, they 
moved to Houston, where Paul completed his medical and graduate training at 
Baylor College of Medicine. After completion of residency in psychiatry at the 
Stanford University Medical Center, Paul, Susan and their young family moved to 
Temple in 1987 where Paul began his psychiatric practice at Scott & White Clinic. 
Paul is now Clinical Professor of Psychiatry at the Texas A&M College of Medicine 
and Director of the Treatment-Resistant Depression Clinic for the Department 
of Psychiatry at Baylor Scott & White Health. During his years in Temple, he has 
provided clinical practice and occupied various administrative roles at Scott & 
White Clinic, Central Texas Veterans Health Care System, Texas A&M College of 
Medicine, and now Baylor Scott & White Health. Susan was a homemaker when 
their children were young, but then returned to employment in the field of Special 
Education, in student assessment, until retirement in 2013.
 
Paul and Susan raised their two children, Jonathan and Kara, in Temple, where 
they have made their home the last 34 years. Jonathan serves as an associate 
pastor, and his wife, Erin, serves on staff of a Presbyterian church in Dallas. They 
have three school aged children. Kara, an acute care nurse practitioner, attends a 
non-denominational church in Dallas.
 
Redeemer Presbyterian is the third church that Paul and Susan have attended 
in Temple, assuming many ministry roles in each. Susan has been director of 
children’s ministries in two churches. Together, they have worked to provide 
individual and group premarital counseling for couples, marriage groups, and 
classes on parenting, as well as spending several years leading a ministry for 
young singles.
 
Paul and Susan have attended Redeemer the past 4 years. During their time at 
Redeemer, they have faithfully engaged in many Redeemer activities. Paul and 
Susan began hosting a community group in Fall of 2019 and will continue to 
serve as hosts when groups are re-started in the near future. Being an elder is 
associated with a considerable commitment of time and energy. Paul will humbly 
submit to serve the Lord and Redeemer in this capacity, if he is called to do so.

KEN SMITH 
CANDIDATE FOR THE OFFICE OF RULING ELDER

 
Ken and Becky have attended Redeemer since moving to Texas from 
Pennsylvania in 2015. Ken grew up in a Christian home. He recalls coming 
under the conviction of sin and asking Jesus to forgive him when he was 
seven years old. Ken and Becky met at the church his father pastored and 
were married in 1982. They have six grown children, four of whom are 

married, and five grandchildren. 
 

Before moving to Texas, Ken served as President of Geneva College near 
Pittsburgh, PA. Before that, he was a professor of business at Syracuse 
University. For the past five years, Ken has been Dean of the McLane College 

of Business at UMHB.
 

Active involvement with Christ’s body has been a defining element of the 
Smiths’ life together. When their family was very young, they helped plant 
a church near Washington, DC. Ken and Becky raised their children in 
the context of a community group in Syracuse, NY and share continuing 
close friendship with those families today. Ken has led several adult church 
classes over the years. Since joining Redeemer, Ken and Becky have hosted 
a hospitality-focused community group that, before COVID, met over a 
meal following worship each Lord’s Day. Ken is honored and humbled to 
be nominated to serve as an elder for Redeemer and willing to serve if the 

congregation affirms this call.
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MATT KINIRY
CANDIDATE FOR THE OFFICE OF DEACON
 
Matt grew up in Belton, Texas. His family regularly attended church 
and youth group and taught the Bible to him. He grew to have an 
understanding of the need for Christ in his life at a young age. Through 
connection with other believers in high school, Matt was further drawn 
in to a community through a study group in church. In college, Matt 
was drawn back to Jesus consistently. All wanderings seemed to lead 
back to Him. He continues to grow by the work of the Spirit. 
 
Matt and Jenny have been married for twelve years. They have three 
children: Libby(9), Shepherd(7) and Hank(4). Matt and Jenny have 
been members at Redeemer for ten years. Jenny is an active member 
of the church, leading bible studies and has recently begun serving 
as the Director of Women’s Ministry. He has participated and led 
community groups and men’s study groups for several years.
 
Matt graduated from Texas A&M University in 2009 and received his 
M.S. in 2012 at Texas A&M University-Central Texas. He works as a 
licensed counselor at Baylor Scott and White.

Matt is excited to be given an 
opportunity to serve Redeemer! He is 
eager to see what things God is doing 
through our church to bring the good 
news of the gospel to the community! 
As deacon, he would humbly work to 
serve and care for needs within our 
body and the larger community.
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KEENAN SWAIN
    CANDIDATE FOR THE OFFICE OF DEACON 

Keenan was raised in a Christian 
family and made his profession of 
faith when he was eight years old at 
a church camp. Keenan has been a 
member of Redeemer since 2010. 
He is originally from Sweeny, located 
south of Houston, and has mainly 
been a Texan his whole life except 
for one brief stent in Missouri during 

childhood. 

He wanted to join a marching band while in college and that is partly 
what took him to Texas Tech University where he met his wife, 
Kirsten, while attending RUF (PCA college ministry) and Providence 
Presbyterian Church (PCA). After graduating in 2005 with a Business 
Management degree, he stayed in Lubbock working for Cingular/
AT&T until 2007 when he moved to Temple following his bride-to-
be (married July 2007) and her job here. He then worked for Texell 
Credit Union before being a full-time stay-at-home dad to 3 energetic 

boys, Pommer, Eiler, and Anders. 

When Keenan isn’t being a teacher and chauffeur to his boys, he 
manages a flock of 6 crazy hens in his backyard in addition to the dog 
that constantly tries to protect him from said flock. Keenan has been 
the bookkeeper for Redeemer since 2018 and is looking forward 
to, Lord willing, expanding his service to his Redeemer family as a 

Deacon. 
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