
Community Group Discussion 
Scripture Passage: Acts 12:24-13:5; 13:13-52 

Week of: May 1, 2022

• Sing one or two songs from morning worship (printed in bulletin) 
• Pray 
• Read the Scripture passage (printed below and in bulletin) 

 
The bulletin is available online at http://redeemerprestemple.org/resources/order-of-worship

Discussion Questions
1. What stood out to you or caught your attention in the passage we read? Why? What do you notice 
about the priorities of the church in Antioch and their attitude toward people in other places who did 
not yet know Jesus (13:1-4)? 

2. What do notice about the manner in which Paul communicates with the people in Antioch in Pisidia 
in his sermon (13:16-41)? Do you think he communicates with respect or hostility? Does he seem to 
show an understanding of his listeners and seek to connect with them? How? 

3. What do you notice about the content of Paul’s sermon? What is his focus? 

4. Are there ways in which you see how God is at work and in control that gives us hope for the 
mission? 

5. How does this passage challenge you, your life choices, or your attitudes? How might God be using 
this passage to change us and our priorities in light of the gospel? What are some practical things we 
might consider or pray about together? 

• Pray with a specific focus on people and situations in the group (spiritual growth, needs, 
encouragement, rejoicing) 

• Pray for the truths discussed from the Scripture study to more deeply permeate our lives and 
empower us for service and mission together.

http://redeemerprestemple.org/resources/order-of-worship


Acts 12:24-13:5; 13:13-52 (Complete passage in Bible or bulletin) 
24 But the word of God increased and multiplied. 
25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem when they had completed their service, bringing 
with them John, whose other name was Mark.  

13:1 Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called 
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were 
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work 
to which I have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and sent 
them off. 

4 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to 
Cyprus. 5 When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues of the 
Jews. And they had John to assist them. . . . 

13 Now Paul and his companions set sail from Paphos and came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John left 
them and returned to Jerusalem, 14 but they went on from Perga and came to Antioch in Pisidia. And 
on the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. 15 After the reading from the Law and 
the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent 
a message to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any word of encouragement for the people, say it.” 16 

So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand said: . . . 

26 “Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to us has been sent 
the message of this salvation. 27 For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not 
recognize him nor understand the utterances of the prophets, which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled 
them by condemning him. 28 And though they found in him no guilt worthy of death, they asked Pilate 
to have him executed. 29 And when they had carried out all that was written of him, they took him 
down from the tree and laid him in a tomb. 30 But God raised him from the dead, 31 and for many days 
he appeared to those who had come up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now his 
witnesses to the people. 32 And we bring you the good news that what God promised to the fathers, 33 

this he has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus, as also it is written in the second Psalm, 

“‘You are my Son, 
today I have begotten you.’ . . .

44 The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. 45 But when the Jews 
saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by Paul, 
reviling him. 
46 And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken 
first to you. Since you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are 
turning to the Gentiles. 47 For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, 

“‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, 
that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.’” 

48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as 
many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 49 And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout 
the whole region. 50 But the Jews incited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of 
the city, stirred up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. 51 But 
they shook off the dust from their feet against them and went to Iconium. 52 And the disciples were 
filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. 


