
Community Group Discussion 
Scripture Passage: Mark 11:11-33 

Week of: October 17, 2021 

• Sing one or two songs from morning worship (printed in bulletin) 
• Pray 
• Read the Scripture passage (printed below and in bulletin) 

 
The bulletin is available online at http://redeemerprestemple.org/resources/order-of-worship

Discussion Questions
1. What stood out to you or caught your attention in the passage we read? Why? Did Jesus say or do 

anything that surprised you or makes you uncomfortable? 

2. What do you think about Jesus driving people out of the Temple? All of the activity of buying, selling, 
and money-changing was taking up space and hindering the Temple’s purpose of being “a house of 
prayer for all the nations.” How can Christians similarly (even unintentionally) take up space and 
make it difficult for outsiders to encounter God and engage with his people? 

3. What do you think about Jesus cursing the fig tree? What are ways those of us who are Christians 
might be inclined to slip into a fruitless Christianity? How might a church community look good 
from a distance but yet offer no nourishment to the spiritually hungry? How do we avoid that? 

4. Are there specific practices or priorities you feel this passage is encouraging you to embrace (maybe 
more fully) as you seek to follow Jesus? What are some practical things we might consider or pray 
about together? 

• Pray with a specific focus on people and situations in the group (spiritual growth, needs, 
encouragement, rejoicing) 

• Pray for the truths discussed from the Scripture study to more deeply permeate our lives and 
empower us for service and mission together.

http://redeemerprestemple.org/resources/order-of-worship


Mark 11:11-33 
11 And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around at everything, 
as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

12 On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry. 13 And seeing in the distance a 
fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. When he came to it, he found nothing but 
leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 14 And he said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you again.” 
And his disciples heard it. 

15 And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who sold and 
those who bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of 
those who sold pigeons. 16 And he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple.  
17 And he was teaching them and saying to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of 
prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.” 18 And the chief priests and the 
scribes heard it and were seeking a way to destroy him, for they feared him, because all the crowd was 
astonished at his teaching. 19 And when evening came they went out of the city. 

20 As they passed by in the morning, they saw the fig tree withered away to its roots. 21 And Peter 
remembered and said to him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree that you cursed has withered.” 22 And Jesus 
answered them, “Have faith in God. 23 Truly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be taken up 
and thrown into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will come to 
pass, it will be done for him. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in prayer, believe that you have 
received it, and it will be yours. 25 And whenever you stand praying, forgive, if you have anything 
against anyone, so that your Father also who is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses.” 

27 And they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was walking in the temple, the chief priests and the 
scribes and the elders came to him, 28 and they said to him, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, or who gave you this authority to do them?” 29 Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question; 
answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things. 30 Was the baptism of John from 
heaven or from man? Answer me.” 31 And they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say, ‘From 
heaven,’ he will say, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 32 But shall we say, ‘From man’?”—they were 
afraid of the people, for they all held that John really was a prophet. 33 So they answered Jesus, “We do 
not know.” And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.”


