Visitors
We want to welcome you to the church and introduce
ourselves to you! We also have some information
available if you’d like to know more about Redeemer.
After worship, please come to the Welcome Table so
we can meet you!
Please also take a moment to fill out the form
on the inside back cover of this bulletin and
drop it in the offering box.

Redeemer’s Vision
Redeemer Presbyterian Church is
a missional community
moved by the grace of the
Redeemer, Jesus Christ,
to worship and know God
and to love and serve our neighbors
in Temple and beyond.

To Parents
During corporate worship, God meets with His people
in a special way. We believe, because of the promises of
God, that our children are as much a part of the
church as everyone else, and that they should
participate in worship along with their families as much
as they are able.
Nurseries
We have nurseries available during the worship service
for infants and toddlers ages 3 months to 3 years.
Children in Worship
We understand the challenges of getting children
accustomed to being in the service the whole time. We
want to assist you in helping your children learn to
participate in worship in a meaningful way.
During the sermon, children age 4 through the end
of kindergarten may attend Training in the Pews
children’s worship. Volunteers will escort children and
return them after the sermon.
Sermon time binders are available for children
before the sermon at the back of the auditorium.
We completely understand that, generally speaking,
kids tend to be a bit noisy and squirmy. Please know
that it is something we expect, and that there is no
reason to feel embarrassed if your children have some
trouble adjusting to corporate worship. We’ve all
experienced the blessed struggle of training our
children to participate in worship, so if yours are still in
the process, you’re certainly not alone!
We do not at all believe that we get to have worship on
our own terms, but on God’s terms. God welcomes
your children into this service of worship, squirminess
and all, and so do we.
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Redeemer Presbyterian Church is affiliated with the
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
For more information about Redeemer Church, visit
www.redeemerprestemple.org.
For more information about the Presbyterian Church in
America (PCA), visit www.pcanet.org.

Book Table: The books found here are designed to
assist you in understanding the Christian life and to
encourage your spiritual growth. To purchase a book or
CD, please place your money in the envelope labeled
“Book $”. Please make all checks payable to Redeemer
Presbyterian Church.

As you find your seat, please move
toward the center of your section,
leaving the aisle seats for those coming
in after you.
Thanks.

Order of Worship
The First Sunday after Christmas
December 31, 2017
10:00 a.m.
In consideration of other worshippers, please program all communication devices to silent or vibrate mode.
Parents, our nursery is available for infants and toddlers ages 3 months to 3 years. Turn left out of the
auditorium and down the hall immediately to the left. The nurseries are located up the stairs at the end of the
hall. Ask a greeter if you need directions. Babies and toddlers are also welcome in the worship service.
Children age 4 through the end of kindergarten may attend Training in the Pews during the sermon.
Sermon time binders are available for children before the sermon at the back of the auditorium.
Bibles are available on the table in the hallway for your use during the service.

Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

Rev. David Rapp

Meditation and Preparation for Worship
“The flesh Jesus takes on in the incarnation is a flesh he never lays down.
It is there in his ministry: Immanuel, God with us, come in the flesh to
cure his broken world. And that same flesh, repaired, renewed, and
glorified in resurrection, is there in the risen and ascended Christ. In
Jesus’ bodily resurrection we view with Thomas the very meaning of the
resurrection: the restoration of creation.”

-Michael D. Williams, Far as the Curse Is Found:
The Covenant Story of Redemption (p. 11)
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God’s Supremacy
*Call to Worship

Rev. David Rapp
Psalm 98:4-6

Minister: Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song
and sing praises! Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, with the lyre and the
sound of melody!
All:
With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the
King, the LORD!

*Song of Adoration

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

1. Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee,
Opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
Drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day!

3. Thou art giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever blessed,
Wellspring of the joy of living,
Ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother,
All who live in love are Thine;
Teach us how to love each other,
Lift us to the joy divine.

2. All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heaven reflect Thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around Thee,
Center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Singing bird and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in Thee.

4. Mortals, join the happy chorus,
Which the morning stars began;
Father love is reigning over us,
Brother love binds man to man.
Ever singing, march we onward,
Victors in the midst of strife,
Joyful music leads us Sunward
In the triumph song of life.

Public Domain
Words: Henry J. van Dyke, 1907
Music: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1824
Adapted: Edward Hodges, 1824
CCLI License #3250239
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*Those who are able, please stand

God’s Supremacy
*Prayer of Invocation

Rev. David Rapp

*Affirmation of Faith
The Westminster Shorter Catechism Q/A #39

Rev. David Rapp

Minister: What is the duty which God requires of man?
All:

*Doxology

The duty which God requires of man, is obedience to his revealed will.

Angels, from the Realms of Glory (v. 5)

Regent Square

All creation, join in praising
God the Father, Spirit, Son;
Evermore your voices raising
To th’eternal Three in One:
Come and worship, come and worship,
Worship Christ, the new-born King.
Public Domain
Words: James Montgomery, 1816, 1825
Music: Henry Smart, 1867
CCLI License #3250239
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*Those who are able, please stand

God’s Renewal
Scripture Warning

Mr. Heath Robinson
Hebrews 2:1-4

Leader:

“Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest
we drift away from it. For since the message declared by angels proved to
be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a just
retribution, how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It
was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us by those who
heard, while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various
miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.”

Corporate Confession of Sin
All:

Merciful God, I have sinned times without number,
and been guilty of pride and unbelief,
and of neglect to seek you in my daily life.
My sins and shortcomings present me with a list of accusations,
but I thank you that they will not stand against me,
for all have been laid on Christ.
Deliver me from every evil habit,
every interest of former sins,
everything that dims the brightness of your grace in me,
everything that prevents me taking delight in you. Amen.

Silent Confession
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God’s Renewal
Song of Confession

God, Be Merciful to Me (Psalm 51)

1. God, be merciful to me;
On Thy grace I rest my plea
Plenteous in compassion Thou,
Blot out my transgressions now;
Wash me, make me pure within;
Cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin.

4. Broken, humbled to the dust
By Thy wrath and judgment just,
Let my contrite heart rejoice,
And in gladness hear Thy voice;
From my sins O hide Thy face,
Blot them out in boundless grace.

2. My transgressions I confess;
Grief and guilt my soul oppress.
I have sinned against Thy grace,
And provoked Thee to Thy face.
I confess Thy judgment just;
Speechless, I Thy mercy trust.

5. Gracious God, my heart renew,
Make my spirit right and true.
Cast me not away from Thee,
Let Thy Spirit dwell in me;
Thy salvation's joy impart,
Steadfast make my willing heart.

3. I am evil, born in sin;
Thou desirest truth within.
Thou alone my Savior art,
Teach Thy wisdom to my heart;
Make me pure, Thy grace bestow,
Wash me whiter than the snow.

6. Sinners then shall learn from me,
And return, O God, to Thee
Savior all my guilt remove,
And my tongue shall sing Thy love
Touch my silent lips, O Lord,
And my mouth shall praise accord
©1997 Christopher Miner Music.
From Psalm 51:1-15
Words: The Psalter, 1912
Music: Christopher Miner
CCLI License #3250239

Assurance of Pardon and Comfort
Ezekiel 36:25-27

Rev. David Rapp

Minister: For all who have confessed their sins and have fled to Christ for mercy,
hear this word of assurance: “I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you
shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will
cleanse you. And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put
within you. And I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give
you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to
walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules.”
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God’s Grace
*Song of Assurance

O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing

Azmon

1. O for a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer’s praise,
The glories of my God and King,
The triumphs of His grace.

4. He breaks the pow’r of canceled sin,
He sets the pris’ner free;
His blood can make the foulest clean,
His blood availed for me.

2. My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad
The honors of Thy Name.

5. He speaks and, list’ning to His voice,
New life the dead receive;
The mournful, broken hearts rejoice;
The humble poor believe.

3. Jesus, the Name that charms our fears,
That bids our sorrows cease;
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears,
’Tis life, and health, and peace.

6. Hear Him, ye deaf; His praise, ye dumb,
Your loosened tongues employ;
Ye blind, behold your Savior come;
And leap, ye lame, for joy.

Public Domain
Words: Charles Wesley, 1739; alt.
Music: Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829
Arranged by Lowell Mason, 1839
CCLI License #3250239

*Scripture Reading

Rev. Jeff Weir
Matthew 2:1-12

Reader: The Word of the Lord!
People: Thanks be to God!
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*Those who are able, please stand

God’s Grace
Pastoral Prayer

Rev. David Rapp

Silent Prayers of Thanksgiving and Petition
The Lord’s Prayer
All:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.
Amen.

*The Greeting of Peace

Rev. David Rapp

Minister: Let the peace of Christ dwell in your hearts. To this peace we are called as
members of a single body. The peace of Christ be with you!
People: And also with you!

At the parents’ discretion, children age 4 through the end of kindergarten may attend Training in the Pews
(Children’s Worship). Children should meet at the back of the auditorium to be escorted by volunteers to
Wendland Hall. After the sermon, volunteers will bring the children to the back of the auditorium, where you
may meet them or have them join you in your seats. Sermon time binders are available for children before the
sermon at the back of the auditorium. Please return them to the box after the service.

*Scripture Reading (p. 9)

Rev. David Rapp

Prayer of Illumination

Rev. David Rapp

The Sermon

God with Us
John 1:1-18
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Rev. David Rapp

*Those who are able, please stand

John 1:1-18
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him,
and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the
life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has
not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness,
to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not
the light, but came to bear witness about the light.
9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not
know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But
to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John bore
witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes
after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’”) 16 For from his fullness we
have all received, grace upon grace. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God; the only
God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known.
1

Minister:
People:

The Word of the Lord!
Thanks be to God!

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®,
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Sermon Notes
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God’s Grace
Celebration of Holy Communion
Preparation for Communion
This is a time for all of us to seek the Lord. For Christians, Communion (also called The Lord’s Supper
or The Eucharist, which means “thanksgiving”) is a time to meet with their Savior by faith to be
strengthened and renewed by Him as they eat bread and drink wine. The Lord’s Supper is a joyful
celebration in which the family of God together delights in the presence and salvation of their Redeemer
King. All baptized Christians who trust in Christ alone as their Savior and Lord, belong to a church that
embraces the Gospel, are at peace with their neighbor, and seek strength to live more faithfully to Christ, are
invited to participate. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal, we
encourage you to spend this time in prayer and to consider more deeply your relationship to Jesus Christ.
A Word to Parents:
Children are invited to come forward, either to receive communion or a prayer of blessing. To receive
communion, a child must have been baptized, publicly professed their faith in Christ, and been formally
received as a communing member by the Session (elders) of this church or the governing body of the church
to which you belong. If your children will not be receiving communion, please instruct them to come forward
with their arms crossed to receive a prayer of blessing. We look forward to welcoming your children to the
table and ask that you speak with the pastor when you believe your child is ready to begin the process.

Preparing our Hearts to be Fed
-The Heidelberg Catechism Q/A #36

Rev. David Rapp

Minister: How does the holy conception and birth of Christ benefit you?
All:

He is our mediator,
and with his innocence and perfect holiness
he removes from God’s sight
my sin—mine since I was conceived.
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Words of Institution

Rev. David Rapp

Words of Response

Rev. David Rapp

Minister:
People:
Minister:
People:
Minister:

All:

Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again!
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us.
Therefore, let us keep the feast.
The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, take them in remembrance
that Christ died for you, and feed on Him in your hearts by faith, with
thanksgiving.
Hallelujah!

The Communion
If you are participating, when you are ready, please join the line coming down the right center aisle. You
will make your way past the servers at the front to receive the elements. Then, please return to your seat by
way of the left center aisle. If you wish to bring an offering to the Lord, please place it in the box at the
back of the room as you return to your seat. We use wine in communion and drink from a common
cup. Individual cups are available in the trays, with grape juice in the center ring which may be
requested by those who desire it. A gluten-free cracker is available upon request for those unable to
eat the bread due to allergies.

The Offering
“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake
he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.” 2 Corinthians 8:9 (ESV)
In response to God’s grace to us through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we bring gifts and offerings
to the Lord with thanksgiving and joy. Worshippers may place their gifts in the offering box at the back as they
return to their seats.
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Prayers for Those Not Communing
Because Redeemer is a church that is not only for convinced Christians, but also for people
at different stages in their spiritual journey, we gladly extend room for you to process,
think, and dialogue. Use the prayers provided below as guides to reflect upon and respond
to what God is doing in your life.

Prayer for Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth, and the life. If what you claim is true, please
guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are. Grant that I might be
undaunted by the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. Give me an
understanding of you that is coherent, convincing, and that leads to the life that you
promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever before believed, but
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared to hope. I thank you for
paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross, and offering forgiveness and new
life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you
as my Savior and Lord. Amen.

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin
Lord Jesus, grant that I may see in you the fulfillment of all my need, and may turn from
every false satisfaction to feed on you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the
sin that clings so closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before
me, looking only to you, the pioneer and perfecter of my faith. Amen.

Prayer of Commitment
Lord Jesus, you have called us to follow you in baptism and in a life of committed
discipleship in your church. Grant that I may take the necessary steps to be one with your
people, and live in the fullness of your Spirit. Amen.
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Communion Song

Jesus, I Am Resting, Resting

1. Jesus, I am resting, resting,
in the joy of what Thou art;
I am finding out the greatness
of Thy loving heart.
Thou hast bid me gaze upon Thee,
as Thy beauty fills my soul,
for by Thy transforming power,
Thou hast made me whole.

3. Simply trusting Thee, Lord Jesus,
I behold Thee as Thou art,
and Thy love, so pure, so changeless,
satisfies my heart;
satisfies its deepest longings,
meets, supplies its every need,
compasseth me round with blessings:
Thine is love indeed.

Chorus:
Jesus, I am resting, resting,
in the joy of what Thou art;
I am finding out the greatness
of Thy loving heart.

(Repeat chorus)
4. Ever lift Thy face upon me
as I work and wait for Thee;
resting ‘neath Thy smile, Lord Jesus,
earth’s dark shadows flee.
Brightness of my Father’s glory,
sunshine of my Father’s face,
keep me ever trusting, resting,
fill me with Thy grace.

2. O, how great Thy loving kindness,
vaster, broader than the sea!
O, how marvelous Thy goodness,
lavished all on me!
Yes, I rest in Thee, Beloved,
know what wealth of grace is Thine,
know Thy certainty of promise,
and have made it mine.

(Repeat chorus)

(Repeat chorus)

©1998 New Spring Publishing, Inc. (ASCAP)
Words: Jean Sophia Pigott, 1876
Music: David B. Hampton
CCLI License #3250239
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Communion Song

Before the Throne of God Above

1. Before the throne of God above,
I have a strong and perfect plea:
A great High Priest whose name is love,
Who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on His hands.
My name is written on His heart.
I know that while in heav’n He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart,
No tongue can bid me thence depart.

3. Behold Him there, the risen Lamb,
My perfect, spotless Righteousness.
The great unchangeable I AM,
The King of Glory and of Grace.
One with Himself, I cannot die.
My soul is purchased by His blood.
My life is hid with Christ on high,
With Christ my Savior and my God,
With Christ my Savior and my God.

2. When Satan tempts me to despair,
And tells me of the guilt within,
Upward I look and see Him there,
Who made an end of all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died
My sinful soul is counted free.
For God, the Just, is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me,
To look on Him and pardon me.

©1997 Sovereign Grace Worship (ASCAP).
Words: Charitie Lees Bancroft, 1863
Alt. Words and Music: Vikki Cook
CCLI License #3250239
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God’s Blessing
*Song

All Hail the Power of Jesus' Name!

Coronation

1. All hail the power of Jesus' name!
Let angels prostrate fall;
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all.
Bring forth the royal diadem,
And crown Him Lord of all.

3. Let every kindred, every tribe,
On this terrestrial ball,
To Him all majesty ascribe,
And crown Him Lord of all.
To Him all majesty ascribe,
And crown Him Lord of all.

2. Ye chosen seed of Israel's race,
Ye ransomed from the fall,
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace,
And crown Him Lord of all.
Hail Him Who saves you by His grace,
And crown Him Lord of all.

4. O that with yonder sacred throng
We at His feet may fall;
We'll join the everlasting song,
And crown Him Lord of all.
We'll join the everlasting song,
And crown Him Lord of all.

Public Domain
Words: Stanzas 1-3, Edward Perronet, 1779
Stanza 4, John Rippon, 1787
Music: Oliver Holden, 1793
CCLI License #3250239

*Benediction

Rev. David Rapp
1 Timothy 1:17; Philemon 25

Minister: “To the King of ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and
glory forever and ever. Amen.”
“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.”

Postlude
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*Those who are able, please stand

Weekly Prayer Guide
We are praying that God would do mighty, transforming works in our hearts, in our families, in our
church, in our city, and in our world. Here are some categories which we use to pray during our corporate
worship services. You are encouraged to use this list at home during your private and family worship times
to help you join with Redeemer as we together petition our Father, asking that His Kingdom would come
in ever greater measure.

Growth in the Gospel of Grace: For spiritual growth as individuals and as a church
Local Mission: Praying for the work of the Gospel in Temple
Global Mission: Praying for God’s work around the world
State/Society/World: Praying for civil authorities and Christians’ witness in the world
Special Care: Praying for people who are sick or in other need
Vision: Praying for God to build his Church
Prayer Needs
If you would like someone to pray for or with you, please consider the following:
1. We encourage everyone to be a part of a Community Group to build relationships with
people who will know you and pray for you.
2. Contact the pastor, David Rapp, or another one of our elders. They would love to talk
with you and pray for you. (Contact info on the following page.)

Financial Giving Report
Congregational
Giving
Budget

Actual
Expenses

Actual
Variance

2017 Jan.-Nov.

$265,894.69

$366,083.74

$316,559.20

($50,664.51)

2017 Nov.

$18,843.25

$33,280.34

$25,242.63

($6,399.38)

2017 Oct.

$33,590.00

$33,280.34

$22,815.10

$10,774.90

***Thank you for your faithful and generous giving to Jesus’ mission through Redeemer!
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Visitors

CHURCH OFFICERS & STAFF
Session

Teaching Elder
David Rapp
Ruling Elders
Grant Demers
Heath Robinson
Jason Smith
Jeff White

We want to welcome you to the church and introduce
ourselves to you! We would love to answer any questions
you may have and tell you more about Redeemer. After
worship, please come to the Welcome Table so we can
meet you. If you would like to receive weekly updates
from Redeemer, please send an e-mail to
info@redeemerprestemple.org.

david@redeemerprestemple.org 254.760.4246
grant.demers@gmail.com
bheathr@gmail.com
jason.d.smith4@gmail.com
jeffwhite02@hotmail.com

512.576.5378
254.421.3916
817.808.0682
254.541.9995

Staff

Senior Pastor
David Rapp
david@redeemerprestemple.org 254.760.4246
Director of Nursery and Children’s Ministry
Susan Hayes
susan@redeemerprestemple.org 910.580.4834
Admin. Asst. - Janelle Albrecht - janelle@redeemerprestemple.org
Worship Set-Up Coordinator - Chad Van Cleave
512.497.0604
Bookkeeper - Jill MacLaughlin - bookkeeper@redeemerprestemple.org

Musicians
Vocalist:
Piano:
Guitar:

Dr. David Joffrion
Mr. Michael MacLaughlin
Rev. Jeff Weir

Bass Guitar:
Percussion:

Mr. Jaime Madrid
Mr. Calvin Smith

Please take a moment to fill out the form
below and drop it in the offering box.
Today’s Date
Mr./Mrs./Ms.

(first)
(last)

Spouse (if applicable)
Children

Age

Events and Announcements
What else is happening at Redeemer?
* Get Connected on The City to find out!!!
redeemerprestemple.onthecity.org/kiosk/92955/signup
* Redeemer Midweek Starts NEXT Wednesday!
Wednesdays - 6:00-7:30 p.m. starting Jan. 10th:
-Foundations for Ministry Class - Women and Men
David and Jennifer Rapp’s home - 4307 Vista Ct.
-RSM (Redeemer Student Ministry)
Middle School and High School. Madrids’ home - 3110 Slough
-Redeemer Kids - Nursery thru Elementary
Gary and Linda Rapp’s home - 2501 Canyon Cliff Dr.

Address

City/State/Zip
Home Phone
Email:

* Ministry on Tap - Men’s Pub Night
THIS Thursday, January 4th - 8:00 p.m.
O’Briens Irish Pub - 11 E. Central Ave., downtown

Add to the Redeemer email list? Yes___ No thanks___
Attendance

* Women’s Retreat - Mar. 2-4, 2018
The Retreat at Balcones Springs - Marble Falls, TX

(please circle one)

First Time Guest

Repeat Guest

I would like to be contacted to receive more
information about Redeemer

Would you like to receive email updates from Redeemer?
If so, please contact us at info@redeemerprestemple.org.
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