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web site:www.messiahhoffman.org
From the Desk of Pastor Mark
One of the things we see with churches in small towns and
rural areas is a steady drum beat of decline in almost all areas of the life of the church. The culture has changed incredibly even since Messiah was built in 1988, 30 years ago now,
let alone when the ELCA predecessor churches were booming with babies, confirmands, and small farms, some 60
years ago. As Pastor Nathan came on board here almost a
decade ago and tried to stave off some of that decline with
worship innovations, instituting preaching series’ instead of
simply preaching the assigned Bible text for each Sunday,
and offering a different leadership style for a rural area, his
leadership was an attempt to engage modern culture and
draw more people to Messiah. Bravo! I accepted this call to
attempt to do more of the same, but in terms of who I am. After all, we as pastors can only be who they are with their own
unique experiences, gifts, and personalities.
So how are we doing at Messiah in 2018? What do we do
well here? What do we do not so well? What does the future
look like for the mission of Messiah in Hoffman and the surrounding area in the next five years? I’m a year into my call
here by the time you get the newsletter. What do I do well?
Where can I improve? I welcome feedback, both positive and
negative as pastor. In the churches I pastored up North, from
day one I tried to offer a “missional” view of the church to get
out into the community and proclaim the Gospel of Jesus
Christ in Word and deed. I don’t see the church as a “bunker
mentality” but as a light to the world. We always need to be
engaging the culture with the love of Jesus for the world
(John 3:16). A pastor is important to the faithfulness of the
Gospel mission but just as key is every single member of the
body of Christ here at Messiah Lutheran Church being engaged. Is there a ministry you would like to lead? Are there
things we should be doing that we aren’t? Voice your views!
Be bold, for the sake of the Gospel.
Continued on page 2
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MEMORIAL SERVICE

PASTORAL ACTS—
8-02-18
James Webber (non member)

TRANSFERS OUT

8-09-18

Greg & Judy Richards
Mike & JaNae Staples

Continued from page 1
My challenge for all of us in the next year is to invest more in the Gospel of

Jesus Christ, in terms of attending services, giving time to volunteer, and
in financial commitment. We don’t do this to “earn” God’s favor, or as a
hedge against hell, or for any other reason than we matter to God’s mission in the world. We are the way it gets accomplished by faith alone. Also, instead of viewing added investment as a being a “sacrifice”, see it as
an opportunity. In this culture people are often rich in things and poor in
spirit. I encourage you to invest more in the spiritual side of your life both
in church and in your personal time. So, remember this in the year to
come. Let’s have an amazing year at Messiah in my second year.
Peace and Love in Christ’s Name,
Pastor Mark
INTERESTED IN JOINING MESSIAH?
If you, or someone you know, is interested in joining Messiah, please contact Pastor
Mark, or Becky in the church office. We will be having a new member recognition
sometime in the near future.

LIVESTREAMING SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITY
Each week Messiah's worship service is livestreamed all over
the U.S. and the world! All you need is a computer and internet access, and you can watch! If you would like to sponsor
our services for a month in honor or memory of a loved one(s),
the cost is $50. Please stop in the office and talk to Becky if
you are interested.
Sign up now if you would like a special month.
2019 months available
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Emily McGee
Ava Strittmatter
Jim Hanson
Troy Andreasen
Michelle Martinson
Tanya Winter
Mark Torkelson
Amy Winter
Brenda Onstad
Howard Anderson
Emily Strunk
Jennes Swenson

9-3
9-3
9-4
9-6
9-6
9-6
9-7
9-8
9-10
9-13
9-14
9-15

Rhonda Peterson
Dennis Saurer
Vonnie Brittin
David Sanstead
Piper Sanstead
Marissa Braaten
Gene Rollofson
Ardis Stark
Steve Strunk
Robert Spaulding
Mandy Korzendorfer
Kaia Frank

9-16
9-16
9-17
9-17
9-17
9-18
9-18
9-18
9-18
9-19
9-20
9-22

Savannah Swenson
Chayla Hohn
Brooke Anderson
Kesha Trinka
Grant Beuckens
Royce Aasness
Jordan Beuckens
Blake Strittmatter
Gabrielle Strittmatter
Polly Hedstrom
Paul Mahoney
Damon Sanstead
Jelene Backman

9-22
9-23
9-24
9-24
9-24
9-25
9-25
9-25
9-25
9-26
9-26
9-28
9-29

WORK SERVICE GROUP FOR OCTOBER
If you are in the October/April group (listed below) please sign up at the Welcome Center for a
duty in October. If you do not sign up, a duty will be assigned to everyone to fill the spots
needed. This is your chance to choose a date that works best for you. You can also call the
church office to sign up. Thank you for your help. PLEASE SIGN UP. IF YOU DON’T, A
DUTY WILL BE ASSIGNED TO YOU.
OCTOBER/APRIL GROUP
Elmer & Jeanne Anderson, Dean Bergerson, Vonnie Brittin, Darlene Christensen, Jared & Tracy Frykman family, Russ & Delores Gabrielson, Jerry & Carol Hulzebos, Ken & Joan Johnson,
Muriel Krusemark, Matt & Liza Long family, Vernal & Marlene Nelson, Carmen Peterson, Dennis & Wanda Saurer, Marilyn Schoephoerster, Donna Soderholm, Dieter & Megan Strobel family, Arlyn & Lynn Swenson, Mark & Laurie Torkelson, DeanTravland, Bud & Suzie Zeimer

Remembering the Saints in Light
Recognizing members who have gone before us during the month of their passing
Hazel Anderson
09-04-09
Gordon Larson
09-10-10
Agnes Auslund
09-13-14
Oscar Lindgren
09-19-14
Corrine Mattson
09-20-15
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Pastor Mark Extras:
A big thank you for all the volunteers for the 2018 VBS here at Messiah. It
was a resounding success in terms of both numbers as well as faith development. It was one of the best VBS weeks I’ve ever been a part of or witnessed. Messiah should be proud!
There was a tid-bit in a newsletter I receive monthly about sitting as opposed to standing in worship. The retired pastor who wrote it might be a
bit of a fuddy -dud, but he loathes the modern practice of not standing in
worship for almost anything. He even blasts the phrase, “Please stand if
you are able”. He thinks the lack of standing is lazy liturgical practice and
makes worship more of a spectator activity or entertainment rather than a
full-bodied worship. Here is the thing, everyone is going to have an opinion on this, from a teenager to the person who is 90 something. The reality
is that in terms of aging, people do have joint and back issues that make
standing for long periods of time uncomfortable at best, and down right
painful, at worst. We need to acknowledge this and people need to do
what they feel is best for them. But at the same time, I tend to agree with
him that standing is not just a formality but a way of getting our physical
bodies “into” worship along with our spirits. So, when I say, “Please rise or
stand if you are able”, take me seriously when I say this. If it hurts or is a
physical burden, stay seated and don’t feel bad about it! However, I’d like
to see us stand at the opening hymn, at the Creed and Prayers of Intercession, and at the Closing hymn. Also, at the Words of Institution on
Communion Sundays. I will be announcing this in church the next few
times I lead worship. If you have any feedback, let me know.
THANK YOU
Messiah would like to thank all Thrivent members who have designated Messiah as
their charity for their Thrivent Choice Dollars. As a reminder, you need to designate
every few months what charity you want your Thrivent Choice dollars to go to. If you
don’t designate, the Thrivent Choice Dollars will go to a charity that Thrivent chooses.

WEBSITE UPDATE
Be sure to check out updates to the donation section of the website. You can
now make a donation with your credit or debit cards.

Messiah Lutheran Church Council Minutes – Wednesday, August 15, 2018
Present: Curt Stark, Jen Hermes, Rick Stark, Pastor Mark, Ken Johnson, Wanda Saurer, Jared
Frykman, Jim Hanson
Absent: Marisa Sabolik, Brian Randt
Curt called the meeting to order.
Pastor Mark led devotions on the Lamb of God.
Motion by Jen, second by Wanda to approve the secretary’s report. M/C
Motion by Rick, second by Jared to approve the financial report given by Curt. M/C
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Old Business
Correction on the date for the food drop in Hoffman is Sept 6 instead of Sept. 11.
Income from Outreach breakfast during Harvest Festival was $390.00.
New Business
Transfer of funds: Becky wants authority to transfer money from savings to checking if necessary.
Motion by Rick, second by Ken to allow such transfer of funds. M/C
Reports
Pastor’s – Pastor Mark stated that Vacation Bible School went well. He continues to meet with congregational meetings and people in the hospital. Confirmation starts the second week of September.
There are eight to ten first year students. 9-12th grade Youth will meet Sundays instead of Wednesdays this year, with Youth Director, Mikaylah Stark.
Committee Reports
Outreach – Jen
Men will conduct the Fire Pit Service on August 25 and Jen will firm up details with Stan. Outreach
would like a float committee formed for Messiah representation at summer community celebrations.
Property – Curt
Sidewalk bids for 5 feet wide and 85 feet long between assisted living and the church parking lot
came in at $1350.00. A Thrivent donation of $250.00 and assisted living donation of $2000.00 towards the parking lot has been received. A motion by Rick and seconded by Ken was made to go
ahead with the sidewalk. M/C
Memorial and Bequest – Rick
No new business.
Education – Jared
A movie is scheduled for Friday, Sept 7. Rally Sunday is Sept 9. New members wanted for the education committee. Liza will be done at the end of September.
Vision – Ken
The food drop date change from Sept 6th not Sept 11 th. Ken is working on finding donors to help cover the $3000.00 that the event will cost. The Lions have donated $500.00.
Technology – Curt
No new business.
Youth and Family – Marisa
No new business.
Executive – Curt
Pastor Mark will be on vacation for 13 days, missing one Sunday. Curt said to start thinking about the
budget for next year.
Motion by Jared to adjourn. Seconded by Ken. M/C
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Submitted by Jim Hanson
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WELCOME BACK TO YOUTH GROUP!
Wednesday
September 12 4th Grade-6th Grade
4th Grade-12th Grade
7th Grade-8th Grade
September 26 4th Grade-6th Grade
4th Grade-12th Grade
7th Grade-8th Grade

3:30-5:00
5:00-6:00 Meal for ALL Youth!
6:00-7:00
3:30-5:00
5:00-6:00 Meal for ALL Youth!
6:00-7:00

Sunday
September 16 9th Grade-12th Grade 11:45-1:00
September 30 9th Grade-12th Grade 11:45-1:00
Come check out the brand new youth room, meet up with all of
your church friends, and enjoy some fellowship time together as
we gear up for a new and exciting year of youth activities!
Please call Mikaylah Stark at 218-770-8077 with any questions!

NEW SERMON SERIES STARTING SEPTEMBER 2: LETTER OF JAMES
September

2

September
September
September
September

9
16
23
30

James 1:17-27

James 2:1-17
James 3:1-12
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8
James 5:13-20

"Every Good Gift is from God;
How do we respond?”

"The Sin of Partiality"
"Tame the Tongue!"
"Wisdom, from Above"
"The Prayer of Faith"

MESSIAH WOMEN’S CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER, 2018
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Mission of the Month: Salvation Army
Mission Items to bring for September – New Born Kits
Sunday

2

Fellowship Coffee – Group 3 at 10:30

Tuesday

4

Martha Bible Study at 7 PM (Date changed because of Labor Day)

Thursday

6

Quilting Mission, Fellowship at 1:30 PM

Thursday
Friday-Saturday

13
14-15

WELCA General Meeting at 2 PM Important! Plan to attend.
Northwestern Minn. Synodical Women’s Convention
at Trinity Lutheran Church in Detroit Lakes

Thursday

20

Quilting, Mission, Fellowship at 1:30 PM

Sunday

30

Fellowship Coffee – Group 3 at 10:30

WELCA NEWS AND NOTES FROM ARLOU SWENSON AND SYLVIA SWENSON
The cool nights are a reminder that fall is approaching and in September we begin the projects that we
have set aside for the summer and resume working on for the entire winter and spring. Thursday, September
13th, there will be a general meeting for all the church women at 2 PM. We are hoping as many as possible
can attend as we have many decisions to be made. Bring ideas and concerns as we make necessary changes.
We will also assemble some Mission Kits. We will share information on donations to LWR and Global Health;
Christian Nurture Committee; the financial status and commitments of the church women; bible study groups;
mission and quilting projects; and dates and projects for 2019. We also need to review our groups as some
have lost some members this last year but we have also gained new ones that need to be put into groups. We
would like to review some of the names on the volunteer “Second Mile” group to see if it is still accurate.
Please look it over ahead of time and let us know of names to be removed or added. Also, some groups may
have names of members who should be on the inactive or honorary list. Let us know who they might be also.
We will also be looking at our groups and the leaders to see if they need updating. If you have other topics you
would like added to the agenda please let us know by Sunday, September 9th.
We will begin quilting on September 6th. We have several quilts ready to be tied so please consider
joining us for a fun afternoon of quilting and fellowship. We will also take some time to go through materials
that have been brought in and organize our bins of items for quilting. We need many hands for organizing the
bins, making quilts and even rolling bandages for missions. If you are available to come that afternoon and
help it would be greatly appreciated.
Our Mission items to bring for September are for the New Born Kits. These items are listed in your
women’s booklet. They include: 1 bath towel (thinner type,) 1 washcloth, 1 bath size bar of Ivory soap, 1 newborn (small) stocking cap, 1 baby cotton blend or flannel shirt/kimona (short sleeves) (length only to waist as
babies do not wear diapers,) 1 receiving blanket. We know September is not the month we collect for school
kits but it is the best month to purchase the items for that kit. School supplies are on sale now and can be purchased very cheaply. If possible you can pick them up now and we will store them for packing later on.
Other Fall activities get underway in September for Messiah Women. The Synodical Women’s Convention is in Detroit Lakes on September 14-15. Check out the poster on the kiosk for more information. It
would be wonderful to have someone attend, at least for one session. Ask Arlou Swenson for details. WELCA
will pay for your registration.
The Fall Cluster gathering which is now called the Conference 8 group is on Tuesday, October 2nd at
Luther Crest Bible Camp from 8:30- Noon. Cluster 10 is now called Conference 8 and includes churches from
Parkers Prairie, Miltona, Eagle Bend, Clarissa, Browerville and Long Prairie. This conference is being hosted
by the women from Faith Lutheran in Miltona.
We are looking forward to seeing you all at the September 13th General Meeting! Fall is a good time to
get involved in one or more of the activities of Messiah Women, such as assembling Mission Kits, Quilting, rolling bandages and Bible Study. If there is enough interest we can add an afternoon Bible Study group.
We close with the theme for the NWMN Synodical Women’s convention: Hebrews 13:2 “Don’t forget to
show hospitality to strangers, for some who have done this have entertained angels without realizing it!
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Seek
Calling all youth ages 3 to 7th grade! We are changing this up
this year! Rotation themed classes will only be for K-5th grade.
Pre-K will meet in their own classroom each Sunday for Sunday
School. The 6th and 7th grades will meet in the room behind the
kitchen for journal based Sunday time. Our youth minister,
Mikaylah Stark will be working with ages 8-12th on Sundays.
Connect
Looking for a way to use your gifts? Have we got an amazing
opportunity for you. Lead a Sunday School rotation 3-4 weeks
long during our September-April calendar. All the work is done,
kids will come excited, so we just need you! The sign up board
will be by the Welcome Desk.
Impact
Have some fresh ideas or looking to serve others especially
youth? Education team wants you! We are looking for two adults
age 10th grade and higher to join our team. One this fall and one
next spring. Contact Becky in the office or any Education team
member.
Education Committee- Kari Anderson, Tracy Frykman, Liza Long, Kesha Trinka and Tracy Hedstrom

THANK YOU
Thanks for all the prayers, hugs, cards and support everyone has upheld me with.
Thank you Pastor Mark for your visits and prayers. God has answered our prayers
and I have been blessed with good reports. Love and Thanks to All, Deb Krusemark

FINANCIAL REPORT—July 31, 2018
Income:
$123,439.66
Expense: $129,964.50
Current Giving towards Pavement Project: $19,019.00
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Thank you for your generosity supporting Messiah and building up the pavement fund. We
are currently within our budgeted expenses approved by us at that annual meeting. Unfortunately our giving pattern is following previous years where our expenses exceed income
until the month of December. Please consider to continue your regular giving and then give
some extra to the pavement fund. Thanks again for supporting Messiah.
PAVE THE PARKING LOT
During our annual meeting we as a Messiah congregation voted to fix the parking lot by resealing it. We are in the process of receiving bids now. The completion of the project will
take place this year, (hopefully at the same time roadwork will be done at the new assisted
living facility). We are going to need around $42,000-45,000.
The council has the permission to borrow money to complete this project if needed. It is the hope of Messiah to have each one of you to pray
and consider what you can give over and above your regular donations
to help fund this parking lot expenditure. Please give this extra donation in the available envelopes. This can be either mailed or dropped off
in the offering plate. It is the hope of Messiah that this will be a successful campaign so that we will not need to borrow the money.
Thank you.

SEPTEMBER 6TH, 2018
GRANT COUNTY FOOD DISTRIBUTION
West Central MN Communities Action and Hoffman/Kensington Businesses

Please join us at the Hoffman Community Center, 127 Main Ave W in Hoffman, for the
Grant County Food Distribution.
Registration at 4:30 Distribution at 5:30
Everyone who eats is qualified
Delivery available for seniors (please call ahead)
Bring your own boxes, totes, or laundry baskets to carry food.
For more information or to volunteer, please contact Amber at 320-304-3458 or 800-492-4805
Thank you to: North County Food Bank, Inc Darrel’s Full Service Foods
Hoffman/Kensington Food Shelf Area Businesses Our Wonderful Volunteers

ACOLYTES

Sunday
Sundays
Sundays

2
Brooklyn Strobel
9 & 16 Izzy Puchalski
23 & 30 Sophie Sanstead

COMMUNION PREPARATION
September
2
Sylvia Swenson
September
16 Arlou Swenson
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
September
2
Kali Johnson, Pat Hanson, Vonnie Brittin
September
16 Kali Johnson, Faye Giese, Vonnie Brittin
COMMUNION SERVERS—COUNCIL Brian Randt
FLOWERS

Lynn Swenson

September 2
September 9
September 16
September 23
September 30
September 2
September 9
September 16
September 23
September 30
September
September
September
September
September

2
9
16
23
30

September 2
September 9
September 16
September 23
September 30

If you are unable to serve
your assigned spot on any
Sunday, please find your
own replacement and let the
church office know who that
is. THANK YOU!!

G O D ’ S P E O P L E I N S E RV I C E — S E P T E M B E R
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Sylvia Swenson

WELCOME CENTER
USHERS/GREETERS
Pat & Jim Hanson
Kay Persons; Justin & Amy Puchalski family; Jim & Terry Erickson
John & Deb Starner; Jenny Cabaniss family
Mark & Cindy Starner
Dan & Kay Persons, Courtland Swenson
VIDEO
Emma Swenson
Emma Swenson
Jaime Johnson
Quinten Winter
Quinten Winter
ORGANIST
Gayle Coleman
Gayle Coleman
Bev Yochim
Gayle Coleman
Gayle Coleman

SOUND/TRAINEE
Ireland Winter
Landon Long
Kaitlyn Bruns
Steve Bergman
Landon Long

PROJECTION
Annika Solemsaas
Savannah Swenson
Krista Randt
Anna Bergman
Ireland Winter
LECTORS
Ed Persons
Ed Persons
Tanya Winter
Mark Starner
Dan Persons

COFFEE
Coffee served by WELCA group 3
Coffee served by Youth—Dave & Kayla Sanstead family
Coffee served by Churchmen –Shane Olson
Coffee served by Youth—Kendra Anderson family
Coffee served by WELCA #3

SEPTEMEBER 2018
Pastor’s Office: 320-986-2514
Church Office: 320-986-2024
Pastor’s E-mail: rev@runestone.net

SUN

Pastor’s Cell: 218-851-3153
Church E-mail: messiah@runestone.net
church Web site: www.messiahhoffman.org

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

7:30 Men’s
Bkfast
Bible Study
3:00 Tollifson/
Hauglie Wedding

2

3
9:30 Holy Communion
LABOR
10:30 Coffee by WELCA #3 DAY

9 RALLY SUNDAY
9:30 Worship Service

4 9:30

Pr
at Barrett
Care Cnt

OFFICE
CLOSED

7:00
MARTHA
Bible Stdy

10

11

10:30 Coffee By Youth
10:30 Rally Sunday
Activities

5

6
1:30 QMF

12

3:30-5 4-6th Yth
4-5 8th Confirm
5-6 All Yth Meal
6:00 Praise Band
6-7 7 & 8th Yth

7
8
7:30 Men’s
7:30Bkfast
9:30
Bible Study
Outdoor
Movie
Night

13

14

6:15 Ed com.

Wedding
Rehearsal

2:00 WELCA
General Mtg

15

7:30 Men’s
Bkfast
Bible Study
3:30
Hoy/Hedstrom
Wedding

NWMN Synodical Conv Detroit Lakes

16

9:30 Holy Communion

17

18

10:30 Coffee by Churchmen
10:30 Outreach Committee
10:30 Sunday School

23

9:30 Worship Service
10:30 Coffee by Youth
10:30 Sunday School

30

9:30 Worship Service
10:30 Coffee by WELCA #3
10:30 Sunday School
11:45-1:00 9-12th Youth

24

25

19

4-5 8th Confirm
5:30 Youth Comm
7:00 Council

26

3:30-5 4-6th Yth
4-5 8th Confirm
5-6 All Yth Meal
6-7 7 & 8th Yth
6:00 Praise Band
7:00 Choir

20

21

7:30 Men’s
Bkfast
Bible Study

1:30 QMF

27

22

28

29
7:30 Men’s
Bkfast
Bible Study
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502 Kentucky
P.O. Box 486
Hoffman, MN 56339
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday, September 9, 2018

FREE OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT
Friday, September 7th
7:30-9:30 p.m.
East side of church on lawn
Snacks provided
Bring chairs, blankets, bug spray

