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Hello! 
WELCOME TO CHURCH! 
We are truly glad that you are here. You hold in your hands an order of worship. But it is 
much more than that. It is a liturgy. Liturgy means “work of the people.” You are invited to 
this work. The work of worship in song, prayer, scripture, confession, and words. The work 
of community life together. The work of being present. The work of going deep. In 
relationship to God and to one another. You will find songs both new and old. Prayers 
ancient and modern. Confessions and creeds. Engaging messages. Family. 

It is the mission of First Miami to see everyone—those who come through our doors every 
week, guests, old friends, Brickell residents and beyond—come to know and love Jesus like 
we do. We strive for authentic community with one another. And we try to make disciples of 
Jesus who gather, worship, serve, learn, heal, and give. With hearts and minds and lives 
open to God’s calling. 

May you find a home with us. May you know God’s grace shining upon you this very 
moment and always. Thank you for joining us today. We look forward to joining you in this 
liturgy. Please visit our Welcome Center in the lobby, download the app, and check out our 
website at firstmiami.org and learn how to get connected. 

WELCOME FAMILIES! 
First Miami is family. You and yours are most welcome. It is our prayer that you will find a 
home in our community whatever your stage of life. Our dynamic KIDS ministry meets 
every Sunday behind the sanctuary with programs for all ages. For everyone’s safety, we 
ask that you accompany your child(ren) to the Sunday school entrance to check-in. If you 
need help finding it, check out our map or find a greeter who will help show you the way.  
Welcome to the family.



GATHER 
PRELUDE 

REFLECTION 
“And we pray, not 
for new earth or heaven, but to be 
quiet in heart, and in eye, 
clear. What we need is here.” 
  Wendell Berry 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: In the darkness,  
    God's light shined and the world was born.  
All:    "Bless the Lord, Oh my soul…" 
Leader:   Streaming down through the ages, the prophets witnessed God's love and 
    hope to the world as God continually reached out to God's creation.  
All:    "Bless the Lord, Oh my soul…" 
Leader:   In the fullness of time God's wondrous Light was given to us in the form  
    of a young child that we should come to know God's tender loving care.  
All:    "Bless the Lord, Oh my soul…" 
Leader: Now again, we stand, eagerly and hopefully,  
    looking into the new world to which God calls us.  
All:    "Bless the Lord, Oh my soul…" 

p |  3

3 1  D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 7

Worship is a unique opportunity.  
It is active participation. It is the 
work of remembering God’s story.  
In song and in scripture. In prayer 
and mediation. Here we meet God 
face to face and celebrate what He 
has done. 

Prepare. Be Still. Quiet your heart. 
Breathe deep. Receive the Holy 
Spirit. Expect miracles.  Listen. 
Reflect on the thoughts printed 
here.  



HYMNS* 
“JOY TO THE WORLD” 
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king; 
let every heart prepare him room, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

*Indicates congregation standing, if able

p |  4

F I R S T  M I A M I

Singing is bigger than words on a 
page. So make these words your 
words. Belt it out in a sung prayer 
to God. Sing with all your heart.



“HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn king. 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful all ye nations, rise; 
join the triumph of the skies; 
with the angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”     
Hark! The herald angels sing,      
“Glory to the newborn king!” 

Christ, by highest heaven adored,  
Christ the everlasting Lord, 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of the virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail the incarnate deity, 
pleased in flesh with us to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn king!” 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the son of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn king!”
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CONFESSION 
Leader: Lord, you have asked us  
    to feed and give drink to those who hunger,  
    to clothe those who are naked,  
    to welcome the stranger,  
    to visit those who are sick and imprisoned.  
   When we look back on this year we might be able  
   to say we did some of those things.  
   We remember the enthusiasm with which we started out this waning year,  
    ready to do your work and witness to your love.  
   But you know how things got in our way.  
   We allowed ourselves to be swallowed up by worries and fear.  
   We placed comfort of self before service to others.  
   We took the "easy way out" whenever we could.  
    And you wept for us.  
   Now we are on the brink of the new year. 

All:   We cannot change what we did not do,  
    but we can make a covenant with you to be your witnesses in  
     our words, thoughts and deeds  
    to your people so that when you say,       
   "Have you given food and drink to those who hunger and thirst,   
    have you clothed the naked, welcomed the stranger, visited the  
     sick and imprisoned?"  
   We can respond with a joyful, 
   "Yes! Lord, we have done these things with joy and love!"  
   Forgive us what we have not done.  
   Inspire us to do what you would have us do. 

(moment of silent confession) 

ASSURANCE 

RESPONSIVE PRAISE* 
GLORIA 
Gloria… in excelsis deo 
Gloria… in excelsis deo 

PASSING OF THE PEACE* 

ANTHEM 
“EVERYTHING IS NEW” 
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Worship isn’t meant to be in 
isolation– it’s good to know who 
you are sitting next too. Extend a 
hand of friendship and peace to 
those around you.

Christ has given the Church 
authority to declare forgiveness 
of sins in his name. Because of this, 
when the liturgist proclaims that 
your sins are forgiven, you can 
know that Christ agrees.

Because sin is so pervasive in both 
our corporate and individual lives, 
Christians and non-Christians are 
called to come before the Father 
with honesty and transparency, 
confessing our brokenness and 
asking for both forgiveness and 
healing through Jesus Christ… 
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PROCLAIM 
SCRIPTURE 
2 Corinthians 5 
For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, 
we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, 
not built by human hands. 2 Meanwhile we groan, longing to be clothed instead with our 
heavenly dwelling, 3 because when we are clothed, we will not be found naked. 4 For 
while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be 
unclothed but to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal 
may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now the one who has fashioned us for this very purpose is 
God, who has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 
6 Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body 
we are away from the Lord. 7 For we live by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, I say, 
and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So we make it 
our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 10 For we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what 
is due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. What we 
are is plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12 We are not trying to 
commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, 
so that you can answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the 
heart. 13 If we are “out of our mind,” as some say, it is for God; if we are in our right 
mind, it is for you. 14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one 
died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no 
longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 
16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once 
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the 
new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that 
God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you 
on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for 
us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

The Bible is the primary means by 
which God speaks.  We read and 
listen together, building up our 
community in faith.



MESSAGE — “Christmas Leftovers & New   
    Years Resolutions” 
John Hardt, Creative Arts & Worship Director 

MESSAGE NOTES 
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Not just a teaching for living, this 
is a time when Christ encounters his 
people through his Word.
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RESPOND 
OFFERING 

DOXOLOGY* 

Your gift is an act of personal 
worship to God in response to His 
grace in your life.  

Gratitude is where spiritual life 
begins, all with the purpose of 
ultimately glorifying God. We sing 
a short hymn of praise after the 
offering is collected to remind us of 
the reason we are here.



FOLLOW 
COMMUNITY LIFE 
(Details on pages 14 & 15) 

HYMN* 
“GO, TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN” 
Go, Tell It On The Mountain, Over the hills and everywhere; 
Go, Tell It On The Mountain, That Jesus Christ is born. 

While shepherds kept their watching 
Over silent flocks by night, 
Behold throughout the heavens, 
There shone a holy light: 
Go, Tell It On The Mountain, Over the hills and everywhere; 
Go, Tell It On The Mountain, That Jesus Christ is born. 

The shepherds feared and trembled 
When lo! above the earth 
Rang out the angel chorus 
That hailed our Savior's birth: 
Go, Tell It On The Mountain, Over the hills and everywhere; 
Go, Tell It On The Mountain, That Jesus Christ is born. 

Down in a lowly manger 
Our humble Christ was born 
And God send us salvation, 
That blessed Christmas morn: 
Go, Tell It On The Mountain, Over the hills and everywhere; 
Go, Tell It On The Mountain, That Jesus Christ is born. 

BLESSING 
Based on Numbers 6:24–26 
The Lord bless you and keep you;  
the Lord make his face shine on you  
 and be gracious to you; 
the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. Amen. 

CREDITS 
All Scripture references taken from the New International Version (NIV), unless otherwise noted. 
All music is taken from Glory to God, unless otherwise noted. 
CCLI #11151034
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“Church” doesn’t end after an hour 
on Sundays. It begins.

Christ reminds us that we are his 
ambassadors. We are blessed that 
we may bless others. Go into the 
world and worship. Connect.  
Serve. Make disciples. Love. Know 
that you are loved.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
MONDAY- MATTHEW 1:1–17 

REFLECTION 
Are there any names you recognize on this list? The purpose of Matthew’s genealogy was 
to show that Jesus is a descendent of David, thus fulfilling prophecy (2 Sam. 7:12-13). 
Isn’t amazing that God had a plan from the beginning, and that Jesus was God’s idea 
planned long ago. Do you see God’s hand at work in your life in the same way? 

PRAY 
God of history and time, everything happens for a reason and we believe that your 
loving-kindness is what drives the world. Help me to put my trust in you today and to 
be amazed at the way you bring everything together. Amen.

TUESDAY- READ MATTHEW 1:18–25 

REFLECTION 
When Joseph heard that Mary was pregnant, his initial move was to quietly divorce her. 
Certainly a rational move or maybe one motivated by an upset heart, believing that Mary 
had cheated on him. Then, miraculously, God reveals to him a dream that Mary’s 
pregnancy was truly unusual. Sometimes God speaks through dreams…has God done 
this for you? Write down any dreams you think may have come from God… 

PRAY 
God of heaven and earth, by your grace please help me to believe your Word. Please 
give me the assurance and visions I need in order to more fully believe in your Good 
News and, like Joseph, even when I have doubts please continue to reach out to me. 
Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
WEDNESDAY- READ MATTHEW 2:1–6 

REFLECTION 
Bethlehem was one of the small tribes, yet it was the one out of which the Messiah 
would come (see Micah 5:2,4).  If God were born as one of us today, where do you think 
it would be and why? Choose a place that is of little importance and relatively unknown. 
Perhaps this is where the church is called to serve the most! 

PRAY 
God of small towns, help me to never forget the depth of your humility. You were not 
born merely in a manger but in a small unknown town. Help me to be attentive today 
to those who are in low spirits and who regularly avoid attention. Amen.

THURSDAY- READ MATTHEW 2:7–12 

REFLECTION 
It must have been odd for Mary to be greeted by handful of Magi who not only came with 
gifts but also worshipped the newborn baby. What did they know that others did not? 
They knew that in Jesus all the stars have aligned and that this baby was truly the 
Messiah. Spend time today reflecting on how Jesus answers some of the deepest desires 
of your heart. 

PRAY 
Loving God, even as a child you inspire worship. Thank you for your grace, mercy, 
love, forgiveness, joy, and peace that you bring into my life. My my life be a witness 
of thankfulness for this indescribable gift! Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
FRIDAY- READ MATTHEW 2:13–18 

REFLECTION 
One of Joseph’s most important acts was to shield Jesus from harm and he moved his 
family to a foreign land (Egypt) in order to protect him. We often forget that Christ was 
raised in a foreign land as an immigrant with little security. Spend time today reflecting 
on how God has a special heart for those who are displaced and away from their homes. 

PRAY 
God of all people, our only true home is in you. Please break my heart for those who 
are suffering and displaced and this Christmas season may you surround them with 
your care and protection. Amen.

SATURDAY- READ MATTHEW 2:19–23 

REFLECTION 
Jesus’s early years were filled with incredible instability: different homes, threats of 
persecution and violence, rumors and gossip concerning his birth, etc. Poor Joseph and 
Mary! Yet because of their faithfulness and sacrifices Jesus grew up safely and was able 
to fulfill his mission. Who took care of you and what is your mission? 

PRAY 
Almighty God, thank you for those who watch over us and take care of us. Help us to 
do the same for others. Amen
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UPCOMING EVENTS (MARK YOUR CALENDAR!)  
Small Groups 
Do you want to be a part of a vibrant 
community of people who talk, pray, and 
share in life together?  First Miami 2018 
small groups are being open on different 
nights of the week and for different 
interests.  Find a group that is right for 
you at firstmiami.org/groups. 

Un-Deck the Halls 
First Miami 
As much fun as it was having Christmas 
decorations up for the holidays, they must 
be cleaned up.  On Sunday, January 7, 
there will be a quick clean-up effort to put 
away all the decorations for next year.  
Lots of hands make light work! 

Catamaran Tour 
Biscayne Bay 
First Miami will be taking a 3-hour tour on 
a catamaran in Biscayne Bay on Sunday, 
December 14 at 2:00pm.  There will be 
sight-seeing and (weather permitting) 
swimming in the bay— so bring your 
sunglasses, bathing suit, and towel for an 
enjoyable evening.  Space is limited, so 
sign-up at firstmiami.org/catamaran. 

Winter Wonderland Festival 
First Miami 
Join us for a fun-filled Winter Wonderland 
Festival for the whole family to enjoy on 
Sunday, January 21st from 
12:00pm-2:00pm. There will be bounce 
houses, obstacle courses, pony rides, 
raffle prizes, food trucks and a chance to 
help our local community.  If you would 
like to come to help decorate, come on 
1/19 at 8pm or 1/20 at 8pm (just 
decorators, not kids).   

Blood Drive 
First Miami Parking Lot 
There are blood shortages every year, and 
this year, help to give the best gift: the 
gift of life and health to someone else.  
Come to the Blood Drive in the First Miami 
parking lot on Sunday, January 21 from 
12-3:00pm.  Make an appointment online 
by going to oneblooddonor.org and use 
sponsor code #38924 or just come. 

New Members Class 
Fellowship Hall 
Want to take the next step and make a 
commitment to become a member of First 
Miami and serve in the mission of the 
church?  There will be a new member 
class on Sunday, January 14 after the 
11am and 6pm services.  This is a place to 
find out more about the church and how 
you can get involved.  Food will be served! 

Cornell University Chorus 
First Miami 
The Cornell University Chorus is 
embarking on its 2018 tour of the Gulf 
Coast, and will be visiting Miami on 
Thursday, January 18.  Come to First 
Miami at 7:00pm for this special concert.  
Tickets are available for $20 at the doors.  
cuchorus.com/gulf-coast-tour-2018 

Congregational Meeting 
Fellowship Hall 
We will be holding a congregational 
meeting on February 11th, 2018.  The 
purpose of this annual meeting will be to 
approval Pastor Chris’s “terms of call,” 
elect Elder and Deacons, vote on a 
recommend bylaw change concerning the 
number of available session positions, and 
receive reports. Stay turned for more 
information later in January, but for now 
please save the date.  
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MINISTRIES OF FIRST MIAMI
Bible Study 

Grow deeper in your faith and connect 
with a spiritual community during the 
week by coming to Bible Study on each 
Wednesday at 7:15pm led by Pastor Chris. 

Children’s Ministry 

There are regular programs designed for 
kids and their parents including MOPS 
(Mother’s of Preschoolers), Parents’ Night 
Out, and special events during and after 
services.  To find a list of all the 
opportunities, visit our website. 
firstmiami.org/kids 
Mission 

There are opportunities to serve our 
community (locally and internationally) 
happening all the time.  Check out our 
website to find the latest opportunities 
and to register to help.         
firstmiami.org/ministries/mission  
Small Groups 
Join a small group of men or women who 
meet regularly, following the core 
Christian practices together. Groups meet 

at different times and places throughout 
the city.  anna.rosas@firstmiami.org 

Volunteer 

Have an untapped talent or willingness to 
serve?  We need your help in the following 
areas: greeting/ushering, Worship Tech, 
Children’s Ministry, Fellowship event 
planning and decorating, and more!  Fill 
out a Connect Card and check “volunteer” 
or go online for complete list.         
firstmiami.org/volunteer 

Prayer & Support  

If you  have a prayer need or you need 
assistance, fill out a “Connect Card” in the 
pew or write an email to the church office  
info@firstmiami.org.  A time of prayer is 
also held each Sunday at 10am. 

Follow Us 

Keep up with everything that is happening 
around First Miami by connecting with us 
through our Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram 
feed @firstmiamipres.  Also, download our 
app by searching “First Miami Presbyterian” 
on your mobile device.   

FIRST MIAMI CONTACTS:
Pastor Chris Atwood, Pastor     pastorchris@firstmiami.org 

John Hardt, Worship Director    john.hardt@firstmiami.org 

Carolina Modenessy, Children’s Ministry Director  kids@firstmiami.org  

Martin Mola, Property Manager    martin.mola@firstmiami.org 

Anna E. Rosas, Covenant Life Director   anna.rosas@firstmiami.org 

Jenn Atwood, Communications Director   jenn.atwood@firstmiami.org 

Natalie Rowe, Church Administrator   natalie.rowe@firstmiami.org 

Amarilis Betancourt, Receptionist    info@firstmiami.org 



CHURCH MAP 
Our Church has two distinct sections: the sanctuary & chapel in the front, and the 
Children’s wing & Fellowship hall in the back.  On Sundays, people are encouraged to 
enter either from the side entrances or the front entrances.  The parking lot is 
available during the worship services. 

First Miami Kids  
Sundays @ 11:00am 
Sunday School program 

Sanctuary  
Sundays @ 11:00am 
Worship Service 

Flagler Chapel 
Sundays @ 6:00pm 
Worship Service 

Fellowship Hall 
Various Events 

Address ✦ 609 Brickell Ave. Miami, FL  33131 |  Phone ✦  305.371.3439 
Web ✦ www.firstmiami.org  |  Email ✦ info@firstmiami.org 

First Miami Presbyterian Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (USA).


