Reformation, Part 4
19 November 2017
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Hello!
WELCOME TO CHURCH!
We are truly glad that you are here. You hold in your hands an order of worship. But it is
much more than that. It is a liturgy. Liturgy means “work of the people.” You are invited to
this work. The work of worship in song, prayer, scripture, confession, and words. The work
of community life together. The work of being present. The work of going deep. In
relationship to God and to one another. You will find songs both new and old. Prayers
ancient and modern. Confessions and creeds. Engaging messages. Family.
It is the mission of First Miami to see everyone—those who come through our doors every
week, guests, old friends, Brickell residents and beyond—come to know and love Jesus like
we do. We strive for authentic community with one another. And we try to make disciples of
Jesus who gather, worship, serve, learn, heal, and give. With hearts and minds and lives
open to God’s calling.
May you find a home with us. May you know God’s grace shining upon you this very
moment and always. Thank you for joining us today. We look forward to joining you in this
liturgy. Please visit our Welcome Center in the lobby, download the app, and check out our
website at firstmiami.org and learn how to get connected.

WELCOME FAMILIES!
First Miami is family. You and yours are most welcome. It is our prayer that you will find a
home in our community whatever your stage of life. Our dynamic KIDS ministry meets
every Sunday behind the sanctuary with programs for all ages. For everyone’s safety, we
ask that you accompany your child(ren) to the Sunday school entrance to check-in. If you
need help finding it, check out our map or find a greeter who will help show you the way.
Welcome to the family.
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GATHER
PRELUDE
REFLECTION

Prepare. Be Still. Quiet your heart.
Breathe deep. Receive the Holy
Spirit. Expect miracles. Listen.
Reflect on the thoughts printed
here.

“A man with God is in the majority.”
John Knox
“I have never once feared the devil, but I tremble every time I enter the pulpit.”
John Knox

CALL TO WORSHIP *
FROM PSALM 119

Worship is a unique opportunity.
It is active participation. It is the
work of remembering God’s story.
In song and in scripture. In prayer
and mediation. Here we meet God
face to face and celebrate what He
has done.

Leader:

I seek you with all my heart;
do not let me stray from your commands.
I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.

All:

Praise be to you, Lord; teach me your decrees.
With my lips I recount all the laws that come from your mouth.

Leader:

I rejoice in following your statutes as one rejoices in great riches.
I meditate on your precepts and consider your ways.

All:

I delight in your decrees; I will not neglect your word.
Be good to your servant while I live, that I may obey your word.

Leader:

Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.
I am a stranger on earth; do not hide your commands from me.

All:

My soul is consumed with longing for your laws at all times.
Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees,
that I may follow it to the end.

Leader:

Give me understanding,
so that I may keep your law and obey it with all my heart.
Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight.
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“OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART LORD”
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord
Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see You
I want to see You
To see You high and lifted up
Shinin' in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing holy, holy, holy
Holy, holy, holy
Holy, holy, holy
Holy, holy, holy,
I want to see you
“THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION”
The church's one foundation
is Jesus Christ her Lord.
She is his new creation
by water and the word.
From heaven he came and sought her
to be his holy bride.
With his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.
Elect from every nation,
yet one o'er all the earth,
her charter of salvation:
one Lord, one faith, one birth.
One holy name she blesses,
partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses,
with every grace endued.
Now she on earth has union
with God, the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion
with those whose rest is won:
O happy ones and holy!
Lord, give us grace that we,
like them, the meek and lowly,
may live eternally.
*Indicates congregation standing, if able
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Singing is bigger than words on a
page. So make these words your
words. Belt it out in a sung prayer
to God. Sing with all your heart.
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“STEP BY STEP”
Oh God, You are my God
And I will ever praise You
Oh God, You are my God
And I will ever praise You
I will seek You in the morning
And I will learn to walk in Your ways
And step by step You'll lead me
And I will follow You all of my days

CONFESSION

Because sin is so pervasive in both
our corporate and individual lives,
Christians and non-Christians are
called to come before the Father
with honesty and transparency,
confessing our brokenness and
asking for both forgiveness and
healing through Jesus Christ…

Leader:

We acknowledge, confess,
and lament that we have fallen short.
We have not been brave in moments of fear.
We have not been patient in moments of waiting.
We have not trusted in moments of uncertainty.
We often feel that only we can defend God,
when it is God who defends us.

All:

We confess that, in our overconfidence and impatience,
we have fractured the body of Christ.
We lament our failure to trust God’s sovereignty,
our dishonoring of Christ’s unity,
our mistrust of the Spirit’s possibilities.

Leader: We acknowledge, confess, and lament:
(moment of silent confession)

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Christ has given the Church
authority to declare forgiveness
of sins in his name. Because of this,
when the liturgist proclaims that
your sins are forgiven, you can
know that Christ agrees.

Leader:

Be still and know the good news:
God has not forsaken nor forgotten us,
but redeems us.

All:

Why should we be afraid?
God is in our midst - forgiving, restoring, sending.
Thanks be to God!
Amen.
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PASSING OF THE PEACE*
PLEDGE CAMPAIGN
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In response to such amazing grace,
we stand and burst forth into a
song of praise. And gratitude.
Not only to God the Father, but to
all three Persons of the Triune
God.

Worship isn’t meant to be in
isolation– it’s good to know who
you are sitting next too. Extend a
hand of friendship and peace to
those around you.
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PROCLAIM
SCRIPTURE

The Bible is the primary means by
which God speaks. We read and
listen together, building up our
community in faith.

Romans 13:1—7
Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, for
there is no authority except that which God has
established. The authorities that exist have been established by God. 2 Consequently,
whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and
those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those
who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in
authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is
God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the
sword for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on
the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because
of possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience.
6
This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full
time to governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if
revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.

MESSAGE — “John Knox:
A Pastor with a Pistol”

Not just a teaching for living, this
is a time when Christ encounters his
people through his Word.

The Mission of the Reformers, Part 4
Rev. Dr. Christopher Atwood

MESSAGE NOTES
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RESPOND
OFFERING

A note to visitors: The ministries of First Miami Presbyterian Church are
generously supported by the tithes and offerings of our members and
friends. You are our guest today. Please do not feel obligated to make a
financial contribution.

THE FIRST MIAMI KIDS CHOIR
This Little Light of Mine
Jesus Loves Me
This is the Day
Joyful, Joyful
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee,
opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
drive the dark of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.
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Your gift is an act of personal
worship to God in response to His
grace in your life.
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SEAL
BAPTISM OF OLIVIA DULCE NOVELO
Parents: Damien Novelo & Elizabeth Lagaron

CREED*
All:

When we affirm our faith
together, it reminds us that we are
part of an ancient, yet present faith.
A global, yet personal belief.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary;
He suffered Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

*”catholic” simply means “universal.”
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FOLLOW
COMMUNITY LIFE

“Church” doesn’t end after an hour
on Sundays. It begins.

(Details on pages 14 & 15)

HYMN*
“THE CHURCH’S ONE FOUNDATION”
The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord.
She is his new creation by water and the word.
From heaven he came and sought her to be his holy bride.
With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of her war,
she waits the consummation of peace forevermore:
till with the vision glorious her longing eyes are blest,
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.
Yet she on earth has union with God, the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won:
O happy ones and holy! Lord, give us grace that we,
like them, the meek and lowly, may live eternally.

BLESSING
Based on Numbers 6:24–26
The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.
Amen.

Christ reminds us that we are his
ambassadors. We are blessed that
we may bless others. Go into the
world and worship. Connect.
Serve. Make disciples. Love. Know
that you are loved.

CREDITS
All Scripture references taken from the New International Version (NIV), unless otherwise noted.
All music is taken from Glory to God, unless otherwise noted.
CCLI #11151034
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY.
MONDAY- READ MATTHEW 5:1–12
REFLECTION

This section is known as the “Beatitudes” which means “the blessed ones.” All services at
First Miami end with a blessing, but we rarely think of “blessing” as what Jesus
describes: poor in spirit, mourning, meek, merciful, etc. Among all the possibilities in the
list, who do you identify with the most? Today may you find in your challenges the
opportunities for blessing.

PRAY
Blessed God, you bless in ways we do not expect. Help me today to see my
challenges as blessings, insults as opportunities to suffer for you, and may I truly feel
“blessed” in the true sense of the word. Amen.

TUESDAY- READ MATTHEW 5:13–16
REFLECTION

Christ-followers are supposed to be like salt and light, but what does that mean? When
these words were written, salt was the primary means “preserving” food and also the
main way to add flavor. In other words, our good deeds keep the world moving in the
right direction and bring joy and life. We are like “light” in that all Christ-followers are
called to live out their faith for others to see, letting everyone know that God is your
God. How can you be like salt and light today?

PRAY
God of salt and light, help me to preserve goodness, add flavor, and shine like the
stars in the universe today. May I live every moment of this day to your glory and for
You. Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY.
WEDNESDAY- READ MATTHEW 5:17–26
REFLECTION

Jesus came to show us the true meaning of God’s laws. Even though in the Old
Testament we are taught that murder was wrong, Jesus now shows us what God is really
after: the angry heart behind the angry action. Is there a place in your heart where you
still have anger—toward a person, God, or something out of your control? Write down
where your angry heart needs healing…

PRAY
God of Peace, help me to not live in anger but in freedom and love. May my words
and actions today not be reactionary or come from a hurtful place but give me a
sense of peace deep down in my heart. Amen.

THURSDAY- READ MATTHEW 5:27–30
REFLECTION

Adultery is wrong, but Jesus also says, “…anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has
already committed adultery with her in his heart.” Again, Jesus is after our heart and not
only our actions. Do you have a wandering eye? Are you unable to control your
thoughts? Wrestle today with how God can bring greater purity to your heart in this
matter.

PRAY
God of faithfulness, help me to keep me eyes where they should be. Give me purity
inside and out and may I become a woman or man who is able to erase lust from my
heart. Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY.
FRIDAY- READ MATTHEW 5:31–37
REFLECTION

Our lives are often defined by the promises we make and contracts we sign. It’s probably
impossible to take as seriously as Jesus our marital commitments. Whether you’re
single, married, or divorced, spend some time today reflecting on what kind of promises
God might be asking you to make or keep.

PRAY
God of Promises, you are the ultimate promise-maker and promise-keeper. In
comparison, I look so wishy-washy. Please help me to live humbly and in fidelity to
you and those around me. Amen.

SATURDAY- READ MATTHEW 5:38–48
REFLECTION

Here is one of Jesus’s most famous teachings: love your enemies. This is so much easier
said than done, yet Jesus showed us that it was possible on the cross. Is there someone
in your life (perhaps “enemy” is too strong) who rubs you the wrong way and you try to
avoid? Perhaps this is exactly the person Jesus is calling you to love… Who might that
be?

PRAY
God of Love and Forgiveness, help me to identify and love those who cross my path
the wrong way. May I be a person of forgiveness and love even when my heart clings
so hard to anger and regret. Heal me and shape me into who you want me to be.
Amen.
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UPCOMING EVENTS (MARK YOUR CALENDAR!)
Sun, Nov 12 – Join the Advent Choir
First Miami Chapel
Rehearsals continue TODAY for the
December 3 Advent Choir. Please join us
in the Chapel after the 11:00am worship.
A light lunch will be provided.
Thu, Nov 23 – Thanksgiving Dinner
Fellowship Hall
Celebrate God’s gifts with your First Miami
family on Thanksgiving day, Thursday,
November 23rd at noon to the Fellowship
Hall and enjoy a traditional turkey meal
with all the fixings plus some Cuban
surprises. There is a suggested donation
of $25 per person & children under 5 eat
free! Go to firstmiami.org/thanksgiving
to sign-up before November 20th.
Sun, Nov 26 – Deck-the-Halls
Sanctuary
Come “Deck-the-Halls” with festive
Christmas decorations in the First Miami
sanctuary on Sunday, November 26 after
the 11am service. Everyone is invited to
help set-up trees, hang ornaments, string
lights, and put up wreaths and garland to
get into the Christmas season- no
experience required. Lunch included!

Sat, Dec 2 – Explore Your Miami
The Betsy
Join the Explore Your Miami group on
Saturday evening, December 2 at 6:00pm
for live jazz music at the Betsy on Miami
Beach. Ryan and Cindy Ellis will be
performing as a part of the Live Music
Series, one of the longest running live
music events on Miami Beach. There is no
cover and no drink minimum— just enjoy
the music and the culture in a relaxed
environment.
Brickell Christmas Trees
First Miami Front Lawn
The front lawn of the First Miami is now
full of Christmas trees! We need your help
selling trees and reaching out to our
community. To volunteer, visit the sign-up
tables or go to firstmiami.org/trees
First Fruits Pledge Campaign
This November, the congregation of First
Miami is invited to consider making a
financial pledge for 2018. Pledge cards
are available or pledge online at
firstmiami.org/give or text “pledge” to
(305)680-1178.

CHURCH CALENDAR
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THURS

FRI

SAT

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10am PRAYER
MEETING
11am WORSHIP
SERVICE
11am FIRST
MIAMI KIDS
12.15 ADVENT
CHOIR
REHEARSAL
6pm WORSHIP
SERVICE
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firstmiami.org/calendar

12pm
CONTEMPLAIVE
PRAYER

8pm AA
MEETING

6pm CREATIVE
ARTS &
WORSHIP

12pm
THANKSGIVING
DINNER

7.15pm BIBLE
STUDY

8pm AA
MEETING
FIRST MIAMI
OFFICE CLOSED

FIRST MIAMI
OFFICE CLOSED

7pm AA
MEETING
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MINISTRIES OF FIRST MIAMI
Bible Study
Grow deeper in your faith and connect
with a spiritual community during the
week by coming to Bible Study on each
Wednesday at 7:15pm led by Pastor Chris.

Children’s Ministry
There are regular programs designed for
kids and their parents including MOPS
(Mother’s of Preschoolers), Parents’ Night
Out, and special events during and after
services. To find a list of all the
opportunities, visit our website.
firstmiami.org/kids

Mission
There are opportunities to serve our
community (locally and internationally)
happening all the time. Check out our
website to find the latest opportunities
and to register to help.
firstmiami.org/ministries/mission

Small Groups
Join a small group of men or women who
meet regularly, following the core
Christian practices together. Groups meet

at different times and places throughout
the city. anna.rosas@firstmiami.org

Volunteer
Have an untapped talent or willingness to
serve? We need your help in the following
areas: greeting/ushering, Worship Tech,
Children’s Ministry, Fellowship event
planning and decorating, and more! Fill
out a Connect Card and check “volunteer”
or go online for complete list.
firstmiami.org/volunteer

Prayer & Support
If you have a prayer need or you need
assistance, fill out a “Connect Card” in the
pew or write an email to the church office
info@firstmiami.org. A time of prayer is
also held each Sunday at 10am.

Follow Us
Keep up with everything that is happening
around First Miami by connecting with us
through our Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram
feed @firstmiamipres. Also, download our
app by searching “First Miami Presbyterian”
on your mobile device.

FIRST MIAMI CONTACTS:
Pastor Chris Atwood, Pastor

pastorchris@firstmiami.org

John Hardt, Worship Director

john.hardt@firstmiami.org

Carolina Modenessy, Children’s Ministry Director

kids@firstmiami.org

Martin Mola, Property Manager

martin.mola@firstmiami.org

Anna E. Rosas, Covenant Life Director

anna.rosas@firstmiami.org

Jenn Atwood, Communications Director

jenn.atwood@firstmiami.org

Natalie Rowe, Church Administrator

natalie.rowe@firstmiami.org

Amarilis Betancourt, Receptionist

info@firstmiami.org
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CHURCH MAP
Our Church has two distinct sections: the sanctuary & chapel in the front, and the
Children’s wing & Fellowship hall in the back. On Sundays, people are encouraged to
enter either from the side entrances or the front entrances. The parking lot is
available during the worship services.

First Miami Kids
Sundays @ 11:00am
Sunday School program
Sanctuary
Sundays @ 11:00am
Worship Service
Flagler Chapel
Sundays @ 6:00pm
Worship Service
Fellowship Hall
Various Events

Attendance for week of November 5:
11 AM Service: 207
6 PM Service: 55
Total YTD Budgeted Giving: $461,698.00
Total YTD Actual Giving: $283,532.37

Address ✦ 609 Brickell Ave. Miami, FL 33131 | Phone ✦ 305.371.3439
Web ✦ www.firstmiami.org | Email ✦ info@firstmiami.org

First Miami Presbyterian Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (USA).

