Romans, Part 3
8 October 2017
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Hello!
WELCOME TO CHURCH!
We are truly glad that you are here. You hold in your hands an order of worship. But it is
much more than that. It is a liturgy. Liturgy means “work of the people.” You are invited to
this work. The work of worship in song, prayer, scripture, confession, and words. The work
of community life together. The work of being present. The work of going deep. In
relationship to God and to one another. You will find songs both new and old. Prayers
ancient and modern. Confessions and creeds. Engaging messages. Family.
It is the mission of First Miami to see everyone—those who come through our doors every
week, guests, old friends, Brickell residents and beyond—come to know and love Jesus like
we do. We strive for authentic community with one another. And we try to make disciples of
Jesus who gather, worship, serve, learn, heal, and give. With hearts and minds and lives
open to God’s calling.
May you find a home with us. May you know God’s grace shining upon you this very
moment and always. Thank you for joining us today. We look forward to joining you in this
liturgy. Please visit our Welcome Center in the lobby, download the app, and check out our
website at firstmiami.org and learn how to get connected.

WELCOME FAMILIES!
First Miami is family. You and yours are most welcome. It is our prayer that you will find a
home in our community whatever your stage of life. Our dynamic KIDS ministry meets
every Sunday behind the sanctuary with programs for all ages. For everyone’s safety, we
ask that you accompany your child(ren) to the Sunday school entrance to check-in. If you
need help finding it, check out our map or find a greeter who will help show you the way.
Welcome to the family.
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GATHER
PRELUDE
REFLECTION

Prepare. Be Still. Quiet your heart.
Breathe deep. Receive the Holy
Spirit. Expect miracles. Listen.
Reflect on the thoughts printed
here.

"Grace does not depend on what we have done for God but rather what God has done for
us. Ask people what they must do to get to heaven and most reply, "Be good." Jesus'
stories contradict that answer. All we must do is cry, "Help!""
Philip Yancey
"The Bible says that our real problem is that every one of us is building our identity on
something besides Jesus.
Tim Keller
But You are a love unique
My heart my identity
Jesus You're all I need
I see the rest as nothing
…I get lost in Your eyes

PRAYER OF INVITATION

With open hearts, we invite God
into this place, believing he is
already present. We express a deep
longing for God. Deep dependence.
Deep humility.
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CALL TO WORSHIP *
FROM PSALM 139

I
Worship is a unique opportunity.
It is active participation. It is the
work of remembering God’s story.
In song and in scripture. In prayer
and mediation. Here we meet God
face to face and celebrate what He
has done.

Leader:

You have searched me, Lord, and you know me.
You know when I sit and when I rise;
you perceive my thoughts from afar.
You discern my going out and my lying down;
you are familiar with all my ways.

People:

Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it completely.
You hem me in behind and before, and you lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, too lofty for me to attain.

Leader:

Where can I go from your Spirit?
Where can I flee from your presence?
If I go up to the heavens, you are there;
if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.

People:

If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea,
even there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me
fast.
For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.

Leader:

We praise you because we are fearfully and wonderfully made;
your works are wonderful.
Search us, God, and know our hearts!

HYMNS *
“OPEN THE EYES OF MY HEART”
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord
Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see You
I want to see You
To see you high and lifted up
Shining in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing holy, holy, holy
Holy, holy, holy
Holy, holy, holy
Holy, holy, holy
I want to see You
*Indicates congregation standing, if able
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Singing is bigger than words on a
page. So make these words your
words. Belt it out in a sung prayer
to God. Sing with all your heart.

8

O

C

T

O

B

E

R

2

0

1

7

“CROWN HIM WITH MAY CROWNS”
Crown Him with many crowns, the Lamb upon His throne.
Hark! How the heavenly anthem drowns all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing of Him who died for thee,
And hail Him as thy matchless King through all eternity.
Crown Him the Lord of life, who triumphed over the grave,
And rose victorious in the strife for those He came to save.
His glories now we sing, who died, and rose on high,
Who died eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die.
Crown
Crown
Crown
Crown

Him the Lord of Heaven, enthroned in worlds above,
Him the King to Whom is given the wondrous name of Love.
Him with many crowns, as thrones before Him fall
Him, ye kings, with many crowns, for He is King of all.

“COME THOU FOUNT”
Come Thou fount of every blessing
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace
Streams of mercy never ceasing
Call for songs of loudest praise
Teach me some melodious sonnet
Sung by flaming tongues above
Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it
Mount of Thy redeeming love
Here I raise mine Ebenezer
Hither by Thy help I come
And I hope by Thy good pleasure
Safely to arrive at home
Jesus sought me when a stranger
Wandering from the fold of God
He, to rescue me from danger
Interposed His precious blood
O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be!
Let Thy goodness like a fetter
Bind my wandering heart to Thee
Prone to wander Lord I feel it
Prone to leave the God I love
Here's my heart Lord, take and seal it
Seal it for Thy courts above
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CONFESSION
All:

God of infinite mercy,
when we neglect the humbleness
of knowing our place in this world,
forgive us;
when we trade your peace and calls for
unity for conflict and violence,
forgive us;
when we forsake our good character,
to join those who scoff at your ways,
forgive us;
when we ignore your truth,
and turn away from your wisdom,
forgive us.
Forgive us and heal us, Lord,
that we may abide in your grace
and your love forever.

(moment of silent confession)

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Christ has given the Church
authority to declare forgiveness
of sins in his name. Because of this,
when the liturgist proclaims that
your sins are forgiven, you can
know that Christ agrees.

Leader:

Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
God fills our souls with grace and wisdom.
It is from this grace that we have hope.
It is from this wisdom that we know God’s love.
It is from the living God that we find life and forgiveness.

All:

Amen.

GLORIA PATRI*
All:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen, amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE*
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In response to such amazing grace,
we stand and burst forth into a
song of praise. And gratitude.
Not only to God the Father, but to
all three Persons of the Triune
God.

Worship isn’t meant to be in
isolation– it’s good to know who
you are sitting next too. Extend a
hand of friendship and peace to
those around you.
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PROCLAIM
SCRIPTURE

The Bible is the primary means by
which God speaks. We read and
listen together, building up our
community in faith.

Romans 5:12-21
17
For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned
through that one man, how much more will those who
receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life
through the one man, Jesus Christ!
18
Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one
righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people. 19 For just as through the
disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience
of the one man the many will be made righteous.
20
The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased,
grace increased all the more, 21 so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might
reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

ILLUMINATION
MESSAGE — “Jesus, the New Adam”
Romans, Part 3
Rev. Dr. Christopher Atwood

This is a unique opportunity to see
and hear the Scripture in a new
light.
Not just a teaching for living, this
is a time when Christ encounters his
people through his Word.
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RESPOND
OFFERING

A note to visitors: The ministries of First Miami Presbyterian Church are
generously supported by the tithes and offerings of our members and
friends. You are our guest today. Please do not feel obligated to make a
financial contribution.
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Your gift is an act of personal
worship to God in response to His
grace in your life.

You broke the bonds
And you loosed the chains
Carried the cross of my shame
Oh my shame, you know I believe it.

DOXOLOGY*
Praise
Praise
Praise
Praise

God, from Whom all blessings flow;
Him, all creatures here below;
Him above, ye heavenly host;
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

PASTORAL PRAYER + LORD’S PRAYER
All:

Prayer has the ability to knit a
community together. We are
edified and unified in common faith.

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen.
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FOLLOW

COMMUNITY LIFE
(Details on pages 14 & 15)

“Church” doesn’t end after an hour
on Sundays. It begins.

HYMN*
“BE THOU MY VISION”
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art
thou my best thought, by day or by night;
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.
Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou and thou only, first in my heart
High king of heaven, my treasure thou art
High King of heaven, my victory won,
may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

BLESSING
Based on Numbers 6:24–26
The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn his face toward you
and give you peace.

Christ reminds us that we are his
ambassadors. We are blessed that
we may bless others. Go into the
world and worship. Connect.
Serve. Make disciples. Love. Know
that you are loved.

Amen.

CREDITS
All Scripture references taken from the New International Version (NIV), unless otherwise noted.
All music is taken from Glory to God, unless otherwise noted.
CCLI #11151034
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY.
MONDAY- READ ROMANS 5:1-5
REFLECTION

One of the benefits of justification is “peace with God.” How amazing is it that those who
are in Christ are no longer viewed as enemies of God but as friends and children. God’s
children can stand in God’s presence with open and eyes and open hearts and not be
afraid. When you imagine yourself in God’s presence, what feelings does that evoke?

PRAY
God of peace, thank you for bridging the gap between us through the death of your
Son Jesus, and thank you for reconciling us. Help me to stand in your peace,
knowing that I can always come to you and be myself. Amen.

TUESDAY- READ ROMANS 5:1-5
REFLECTION
Romans says “suffering produces perseverance, perseverance, character;
and character, hope.” In other words, suffering tests what we put our faith
in and what we hope in. In difficult times, where do you run? Is it to God,
family, drugs, sleep, or something else? Or all of the above? Examine your
temptations when suffering comes your way…

PRAY
God of peace, thank you for bridging the gap between us through the death of your
Son Jesus, and thank you for reconciling us. Help me to stand in your peace,
knowing that I can always come to you and be myself. Amen.
p | 11
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY.
WEDNESDAY- READ ROMANS 5:12-14
REFLECTION

Take a moment today to examine the ways in which sin is active in your life. What divine
laws or laws of your conscience have you been breaking and where in your life do you
feel guilt? It is unhealthy to dwell on our sin, but it is equally unhealthy to ignore it.

PRAY
Holy and Righteous God, I tend to want to justify myself in the presence of others, to
myself, and to you. But when I am honest I know that I am broken to core. Today I
confess to you the sins that pervade my life and I come to you asking for healing and
forgiveness…

THURSDAY- READ ROMANS 5:15-19
REFLECTION

“The gift is not like the trespass.” As guilty as our sins make us, God’s grace is a billion
times stronger. God’s grace is to our sin what the ocean is to a drop of water. No matter
what you’ve done, thought, or failed to do God already knows it and his grace and
forgiveness are capable of wiping any slate clean.

PRAY
Amazing God, how great is your love for us! My sin feels so heavy but your grace is
so much more! Help me to trust in your love and believe that you are greater and
stronger that I could ever know and abounding in steadfast love. Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY.
FRIDAY- READ ROMANS 5:20–6:4
REFLECTION

So many of us continue to live in disobedience between we know God will forgive us for
whatever we do. God will forgive me, right? Whenever we start to think like this it means
we’ve forgotten who we really are: children who are baptized with Christ—dead to our
old life and alive in new freedom. What will you be tempted to do today and how can
remembering your true identity keep you faithful?

PRAY
Dear Father, help me to remember who I am, and who I no longer am. Continue to
shape me into who you want me to be and keep in the front of my mind my true
identity as a child of God.

SATURDAY- READ ROMANS 6:5–14
REFLECTION

The text says, “count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” What
places in your life today do you wish to say “No more! I’m dead to that way of thinking
or acting!” Where do you need to say, “I need to be more like Christ and alive in him!”
Take some time today to choose where you wish to move from and where you want to
move toward.

PRAY
Faithful God, keep me moving in the right direction. Bless me as I seek to follow you
today and lead me not into temptation as I seek to die to the parts of me that are
not you. Amen.
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UPCOMING EVENTS (MARK YOUR CALENDAR!)
Sun, Oct 8 – Congregational Meeting
First Miami Sanctuary
There is a congregational meeting for all
members of First Miami today after the 11am
service. This meeting is being called to discuss
important matters including the nomination of
a Pastoral Nominations Committee.
Sundays in Oct & Nov – Children’s Church
Choir
First Miami Kids Wing
We want songs to fill the air and young voices
shouting praises to God! We are preparing for
our 1st Annual Children's Church Choir
Performance on Sunday, November 19th at the
11am service. Sign-ups are for children 3
years and up. Rehearsals are starting this
Sunday, October 8th at Sunday School and
continuing until the performance. To register
your child, go to firstmiami.org/kids.
Sun, Oct 15 – New Members Class
First Miami Fellowship Hall
If you would like to go deeper in your faith by
making a commitment to follow Jesus and
serve his church, come to the New Members
class following the 11am service on Sunday,
October 15 in the Fellowship Hall. Lunch will
be served!

Volunteer Cards
This month, we are inviting people to get more
involved and help the First Miami church
family. For the next 3 Sundays, you will have
an opportunity to fill out the “Volunteer Card”
attached to your bulletin and indicate what
ministry opportunities you would like to
volunteer for and/or recommit to volunteering
in a ministry area where you currently serve.
Turn in the Volunteer card to the “Volunteer
Table” in the sanctuary to the right of the altar
and receive a free “swag bag” filled with lots of
First Miami loot including a coffee mug,
stickers, a note pad, stress ball, pen, etc.
Sat, Oct 21 – Explore Your Miami:
Venetian Pool
Venetian Pool
Meet the Explore Your Miami group at the
Venetian pool (the Sand area) on Saturday,
October 21 at 10am. Water and chips will be
provided! This is a great event for families
with children over 3-years old. The entrance
fee is $15.00. Parking is tricky, so get there
early.

CHURCH CALENDAR
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THURS

FRI

SAT

08

09

10

11

12

13

14

10am PRAYER
MEETING
11am WORSHIP
SERVICE
11am FIRST
MIAMI KIDS
12.15pm
CONGREGATION
MEETING
6pm WORSHIP
SERVICE
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12pm
CONTEMPLAIVE
PRAYER

4pm MOPS
7:15pm
SESSION
MEETING
8pm AA
MEETING

6pm CREATIVE
ARTS &
WORSHIP
7pm BIBLE
STUDY

8pm AA
MEETING

7pm AA
MEETING
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MINISTRIES OF FIRST MIAMI
Bible Study
Grow deeper in your faith and connect
with a spiritual community during the
week by coming to Bible Study on each
Wednesday at 7:15pm led by Pastor Chris.

Children’s Ministry
There are regular programs designed for
kids and their parents including MOPS
(Mother’s of Preschoolers), Parents’ Night
Out, and special events during and after
services. To find a list of all the
opportunities, visit our website.
firstmiami.org/kids

Mission
There are opportunities to serve our
community (locally and internationally)
happening all the time. Check out our
website to find the latest opportunities
and to register to help.
firstmiami.org/ministries/mission

Small Groups
Join a small group of men or women who
meet regularly, following the core
Christian practices together. Groups meet

at different times and places throughout
the city. anna.rosas@firstmiami.org

Volunteer
Have an untapped talent or willingness to
serve? We need your help in the following
areas: greeting/ushering, Worship Tech,
Children’s Ministry, Fellowship event
planning and decorating, and more! Fill
out a Connect Card and check “volunteer”
or go online for complete list.
firstmiami.org/volunteer

Prayer & Support
If you have a prayer need or you need
assistance, fill out a “Connect Card” in the
pew or write an email to the church office
info@firstmiami.org. A time of prayer is
also held each Sunday at 10am.

Follow Us
Keep up with everything that is happening
around First Miami by connecting with us
through our Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram
feed @firstmiamipres. Also, download our
app by searching “First Miami Presbyterian”
on your mobile device.

FIRST MIAMI CONTACTS:
Pastor Chris Atwood, Pastor

pastorchris@firstmiami.org

John Hardt, Worship Director

john.hardt@firstmiami.org

Carolina Modenessy, Children’s Ministry Director

kids@firstmiami.org

Martin Mola, Property Manager

martin.mola@firstmiami.org

Anna E. Rosas, Covenant Life Director

anna.rosas@firstmiami.org

Jenn Atwood, Communications Director

jenn.atwood@firstmiami.org

Natalie Rowe, Church Administrator

natalie.rowe@firstmiami.org

Amarilis Betancourt, Receptionist

info@firstmiami.org
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CHURCH MAP
Our Church has two distinct sections: the sanctuary & chapel in the front, and the
Children’s wing & Fellowship hall in the back. On Sundays, people are encouraged to
enter either from the side entrances or the front entrances. The parking lot is
available during the worship services.

First Miami Kids
Sundays @ 11:00am
Sunday School program
Sanctuary
Sundays @ 11:00am
Worship Service
Flagler Chapel
Sundays @ 6:00pm
Worship Service
Fellowship Hall
Various Events

Attendance for September 24:
11 AM Service: 216
6 PM Service: 36
Total YTD Budgeted Giving: $294,770.00
Total YTD Giving: $323,554.00

Address ✦ 609 Brickell Ave. Miami, FL 33131 | Phone ✦ 305.371.3439
Web ✦ www.firstmiami.org | Email ✦ info@firstmiami.org

First Miami Presbyterian Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (USA).

