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Hello! 
WELCOME TO CHURCH! 
We are truly glad that you are here. You hold in your hands an order of worship. But it is 
much more than that. It is a liturgy. Liturgy means “work of the people.” You are invited to 
this work. The work of worship in song, prayer, scripture, confession, and words. The work 
of community life together. The work of being present. The work of going deep. In 
relationship to God and to one another. You will find songs both new and old. Prayers 
ancient and modern. Confessions and creeds. Engaging messages. Family. 

It is the mission of First Miami to see everyone—those who come through our doors every 
week, guests, old friends, Brickell residents and beyond—come to know and love Jesus like 
we do. We strive for authentic community with one another. And we try to make disciples of 
Jesus who gather, worship, serve, learn, heal, and give. With hearts and minds and lives 
open to God’s calling. 

May you find a home with us. May you know God’s grace shining upon you this very 
moment and always. Thank you for joining us today. We look forward to joining you in this 
liturgy. Please visit our Welcome Center in the lobby, download the app, and check out our 
website at firstmiami.org and learn how to get connected. 

WELCOME FAMILIES! 
First Miami is family. You and yours are most welcome. It is our prayer that you will find a 
home in our community whatever your stage of life. Our dynamic KIDS ministry meets 
every Sunday behind the sanctuary with programs for all ages. For everyone’s safety, we 
ask that you accompany your child(ren) to the Sunday school entrance to check-in. If you 
need help finding it, check out our map or find a greeter who will help show you the way.  
Welcome to the family.



GATHER 
PRELUDE 

REFLECTION 

“I cannot and will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor 
safe. Here I stand, I can do no other, so help me God. Amen.” 
 Martin Luther 

“I hope, by God's grace, that I am truly a Christian, not deviating from the faith, and that 
I would rather suffer the penalty of a terrible death than wish to affirm anything outside 
of the faith or transgress the commandments of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 Jan Hus 

“By a Carpenter mankind was made, and only by that Carpenter can mankind be 
remade.” 
 Desiderius Erasmus 

PRAYER OF INVITATION 

CALL TO WORSHIP * 

FROM PSALM 46   

Leader: God is our refuge and strength,  
    a very present help in trouble. 

All:   Therefore we will not fear, 
    though the earth should change, 
    though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;   
    though its waters roar and foam,  
    though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

Leader: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
    the holy habitation of the Most High. 

All:     God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 
   God will help it when the morning dawns. 
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Worship is a unique opportunity.  
It is active participation. It is the 
work of remembering God’s story.  
In song and in scripture. In prayer 
and mediation. Here we meet God 
face to face and celebrate what He 
has done. 

Prepare. Be Still. Quiet your heart. 
Breathe deep. Receive the Holy 
Spirit. Expect miracles.  Listen. 
Reflect on the thoughts printed 
here.  

With open hearts, we invite God 
into this place, believing he is 
already present. We express a deep 
longing for God. Deep dependence. 
Deep humility.



Leader: The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 
    God speaks, the earth melts. 

All:     The LORD of hosts is with us;  
    the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Leader: Come, behold the works of the LORD; 
    see what desolations God has brought on the earth. 

All:     God makes wars cease to the end of the earth, and breaks the bow, 
    and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 

Leader: “Be still, and know that I am God!  I am exalted among the nations, 
    I am exalted in the earth.” 

All:     The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.  

Leader:   Together we hear God’s call, listen for God’s Word, and acknowledge God’s 
    claim on our church and on our life. 

All:     The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Leader:    Together we long for renewed imagination to trust  
    and wait wherever the Spirit might blow. 

All:     The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Leader:    Together we recommit ourselves to being the body of Christ, 
    even when Christ sends us to places that might be strange, 
    even when Christ gathers us with people who make us uncomfortable. 

All:     The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

Leader:   Together we are still, knowing that God is God. 

(moment of silence)  

   Together we remember the reformation that began 500 years ago. 

All:    Together we wait for God to reform us each and every day. 

*Indicates congregation standing, if able
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HYMN* 
“A MIGHTY FORTRESS” 

A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing. 
Our helper he, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing. 
For still our ancient foe 
doth seek to work us woe. 
His craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate, 
on earth is not his equal. 

Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing, 
were not the right man on our side, 
the man of God's own choosing. 
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is he. 
Lord Sabaoth his name, 
from age to age the same, 
and he must win the battle. 

And though this world, with devils filled, 
should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God hath willed 
his truth to triumph through us. 
The Prince of Darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him. 
His rage we can endure, 
for lo, his doom is sure. 
One little word shall fell him. 

That word above all earthly powers, 
no thanks to them, abideth. 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through him who with us sideth. 
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also. 
The body they may kill; 
God's truth abideth still. 
His kingdom is forever.
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Singing is bigger than words on a 
page. So make these words your 
words. Belt it out in a sung prayer 
to God. Sing with all your heart.



CONFESSION 
Leader: We acknowledge, confess,  
    and lament that we have fallen short.   
   We have not been brave in moments of fear.   
   We have not been patient in moments of waiting.   
   We have not trusted in moments of uncertainty.   
   We often feel that only we can defend God, when 
    it is God who defends us. 

All:   We confess that, in our overconfidence and impatience,  
    we have fractured the body of Christ.   
   We lament our failure to trust God’s sovereignty,  
    our dishonoring of Christ’s unity,   
    our mistrust of the Spirit’s possibilities. 
  

Leader:  We acknowledge, confess, and lament: 

(moment of silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
Leader: Be still and know the good news:  
   God has not forsaken nor forgotten us,  
    but redeems us.   
   Why should we be afraid?  
   God is in our midst - forgiving, restoring, sending.  
   Thanks be to God! 

All: Amen. 

GLORIA PATRI*   
All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
  and to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, 
  is now, and ever shall be, 
   world without end. 
 Amen, amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE*

F I R S T  M I A M I

Christ has given the Church 
authority to declare forgiveness 
of sins in his name. Because of this, 
when the liturgist proclaims that 
your sins are forgiven, you can 
know that Christ agrees.

In response to such amazing grace, 
we stand and burst forth into a 
song of praise. And gratitude. 
Not only to God the Father, but to 
all three Persons of the Triune 
God.
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Worship isn’t meant to be in 
isolation– it’s good to know who 
you are sitting next too. Extend a 
hand of friendship and peace to 
those around you.

Because sin is so pervasive in both 
our corporate and individual lives, 
Christians and non-Christians are 
called to come before the Father 
with honesty and transparency, 
confessing our brokenness and 
asking for both forgiveness and 
healing through Jesus Christ… 
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PROCLAIM 
ANTHEM 
MIAMI UNION ACADEMY CHOIR 

SCRIPTURE 
Jeremiah 5:14—17 
14 Therefore this is what the Lord God Almighty says: 
“Because the people have spoken these words, 
    I will make my words in your mouth a fire 
    and these people the wood it consumes. 
15 People of Israel,” declares the Lord, 
    “I am bringing a distant nation against you— 
an ancient and enduring nation, 
    a people whose language you do not know, 
    whose speech you do not understand. 
16 Their quivers are like an open grave; 
    all of them are mighty warriors. 
17 They will devour your harvests and food, 
    devour your sons and daughters; 
they will devour your flocks and herds, 
    devour your vines and fig trees. 
With the sword they will destroy 
    the fortified cities in which you trust. 

MESSAGE — “Pre-Reformation Prophets” 
The Mission of the Reformers, Part 1 
Rev. Dr. Christopher Atwood 

MESSAGE NOTES 

The Bible is the primary means by 
which God speaks.  We read and 
listen together, building up our 
community in faith.

Not just a teaching for living, this 
is a time when Christ encounters his 
people through his Word.

As the choir sings, we take this 
moment to prepare our hearts 
for the word and message we are 
about to receive.
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RESPOND 
OFFERING 
A note to visitors: The ministries of First Miami Presbyterian Church are 
generously supported by the tithes and offerings of our members and 
friends.  You are our guest today.  Please do not feel obligated to make a 
financial contribution. 

DOXOLOGY* 

Your gift is an act of personal 
worship to God in response to His 
grace in your life.  

Gratitude is where spiritual life 
begins, all with the purpose of 
ultimately glorifying God. We sing 
a short hymn of praise after the 
offering is collected to remind us of 
the reason we are here.
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SEAL 
CREED 
BELGIC CONFESSION OF 1561: ARTICLE 7 

All: We believe that this Holy Scripture contains the will of God completely 
   and that everything one must believe to be saved is sufficiently  
   taught in it. 
  For since the entire manner of service which God requires of us is  
   described in it at great length, no one— 
    even an apostle or an angel from heaven, as Paul says— 
   ought to teach other than what the Holy Scriptures have already  
    taught us. 
  For since it is forbidden to add to the Word of God, 
   or take anything away from it,  
   it is plainly demonstrated that the teaching is perfect and complete 
    in all respects. 
  Therefore we must not consider human writings— 
   no matter how holy their authors may have been— 
  equal to the divine writings; 
   nor may we put custom, nor the majority, nor age, nor the passage 
   of times or persons, nor councils, decrees, or official decisions  
   above the truth of God, 
    for truth is above everything else. 
  For all human beings are liars by nature and more vain than vanity  
   itself. 
  Therefore we reject with all our hearts everything that does not agree 
   with this infallible rule, 
   as we are taught to do by the apostles when they say, 
    “Test the spirits to see whether they are from God,” 
     and also, 
    “Do not receive into the house or welcome anyone who comes to 
     you and does not bring this teaching.” 

When we affirm our faith 
together, it reminds us that we are 
part of an ancient, yet present faith.  
A global, yet personal belief.



FOLLOW 
COMMUNITY LIFE 
(Details on pages 14 & 15) 

HYMN* 
“JOYFUL, JOYFUL, WE ADORE THEE” 
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love! 
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 
opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
drive the dark of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
fill us with the light of day. 

All thy works with joy surround thee; 
earth and heaven reflect thy rays; 
stars and angels sing around thee, 
center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain, 
call us to rejoice in thee. 

Mortals, join the happy chorus 
which the morning stars began. 
Love divine is reigning o'er us, 
joining all in heaven's plan. 
Ever singing, march we onward, 
victors in the midst of strife. 
Joyful music leads us sunward 
in the triumph song of life. 

BLESSING 
Based on Numbers 6:24–26 
The Lord bless you and keep you;  
the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; 
the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. 
Amen. 
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“Church” doesn’t end after an hour 
on Sundays. It begins.

Christ reminds us that we are his 
ambassadors. We are blessed that 
we may bless others. Go into the 
world and worship. Connect.  
Serve. Make disciples. Love. Know 
that you are loved.
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D E V O T I O N

GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
MONDAY- READ ISAIAH 1 

REFLECTION 
Like a parent watching her children fall into error, God laments Israel’s turn toward 
idolatry and injustice. And yet, even at the height of Israel’s disobedience, God says, 
“Come now, let us settle the matter…though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be white 
as snow.” Every day we stand, like Israel, deserving God’s wrath and yet are offered 
God’s peace. What do you need to confess to God today? 

PRAY 
Just and Holy God, my sins are always before me. I come before you as one in need 
of forgiveness and a fresh start. Give me the courage to boldly confess my sins and 
the softness I need to receive your grace. Amen.

TUESDAY- READ ISAIAH 2 

REFLECTION 
This chapter starts with a vision of God’s holy city, where “nation will not take up sword 
against nation, nor will they train for war any more.” Can you imagine a world without 
war, where weapons are transformed into gardening tools? What can you do today to 
cultivate peace in the world and in the relationships around you? 

PRAY 
God of Peace, you are calling me to peace in all areas of my life. I hate the wars I 
see around me, the wars between countries, companies, friends, and even in my own 
heart. You say, “Blessed are the peacemakers” and today I ask that I might help 
establish your holy city by brining your peace on earth in my life today. Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
WEDNESDAY- READ ISAIAH 3 

REFLECTION 
Isaiah is trying to talk Israel out of its ways: if you go down the path you 
are going, ruin will come you way. When you look out at the world today, 
what are the things you see that deserve God’s judgment that a prophet 
would call out? In the same way that we look back on history and see 
what fools they were, what would someone 500 years from now look at us 
and say, “What were they thinking!” 

PRAY 
Almighty God, help me to live in light of eternity and not be a product of my culture. 
Give me the courage to call out what I see isn’t right and the wisdom and insight to 
know what things I should and shouldn’t give my time and attention to. Amen.

THURSDAY- READ ISAIAH 4 

REFLECTION 
The “Branch of the Lord” refers to way God guides and protects those whom He loves. 
Could you imagine life with a “canopy” of God’s favor over you all the time? For those us 
in Christ, that is what God offers us each day. Today as you suffer trials and tribulations, 
know that God’s canopy of love and  blessing surrounds you and offers you an 
opportunity to rest in God’s glorious grace. 

PRAY 
God of blessing, cover me today. May every step I take and every move I make be in 
step with you and where your Spirit leads me. Lead me not into temptation today 
and deliver me from evil. Remind me constantly that you are my protector and shield 
and in you I can put my trust. Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
FRIDAY- READ ISAIAH 5:1-7 

REFLECTION 
Imagine your own life as a vineyard: is it producing good fruit or are there weeds and 
dry soil? Is you are irrigation working and are you walls intact or are they falling apart? 
God call us to be “fruitful” and Jesus said that his disciples will be known by their fruit. 
How is your vineyard doing? Or, put another way, are you producing righteousness in 
your life and would it be recognizable to other people? 

PRAY 
God of Justice, you look down from heaven and see everything. You are right in all 
your judgments. Even if you could judge, I still as for your grace. Help me to produce 
fruit and become righteous and restore me to who I was in the garden of Eden. 
Amen.

SATURDAY- READ ISAIAH 5:8-30 

REFLECTION 
Things had gotten so bad for Israel that they had completely forgotten God’s ways. God 
condemns them saying, “Wo to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness 
for light and light for darkness” (v. 20). If you were to do an honest evaluation of your 
own life, where do you see the need for transformation and new life? Have you ever had 
a time when you convinced yourself that what you were doing was “right” even though in 
your heart you knew it was wrong? 

PRAY 
God of Good and Light, let us never confuse your goodness with evil and your light 
with darkness. Forgive me for when I do mental gymnastics to justify my behavior 
and when I lose track of the way you’ve paved for me. Keep me laser-focused on you 
and help me to never forget that I am a child of God and called to a new way of life. 
Amen.
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UPCOMING EVENTS (MARK YOUR CALENDAR!)  

Sun, Oct 29 — Congregational Meeting 
Chapel 
A called congregational meeting is 
scheduled for October 29th immediately 
following the 11am worship service in the 
sanctuary for the purpose of electing a co-
pastor nominating committee. We hope 
that you can join us. 

Sun, Oct 29 – Rock n’ Roll 
Reformation Revival 
First Miami Parking Lot 
The 6pm service is celebrating the 
Reformation: German-style!  Come to a 
special 6pm service in the parking lot and 
worship with rockin’ music, an inspired 
message, and enjoy a mug full of rootbeer 
and a plate of BBQ’d bratwurst, pretzels, & 
coleslaw.  Sing along to old revival hymns 
and celebrate how we are reformed and 
always reforming!  Visit the event page at 
facebook.com/firstmiamipres/events 

Youth Group 
Youth who are ages 11 and up: We invite 
you to join us at the NEW youth group 
room during Sunday School. Please check-
in at the Sunday School entrance. We 

have some exciting programs you can 
participate in, such as choir, choreography, 
art, drama, and a lesson with cool 
activities that you will enjoy with friends. 

Sat, Nov 4 – Miami Rescue Mission 
Miami Rescue Mission 
Help feed the homeless at the Miami 
Rescue Mission on Saturday, November 4 
from 10am - 1pm. You’ll make a big 
difference in just a short amount of time!  
We need a small group of volunteers (age 
12 or older).  Sign-up by going to 
firstmiami.org/mission.  Space is 
limited, so sign-up today!  If you can’t go 
but you’d like to help, bring a donation of 
bottled water to the church lobby by 
Sunday, Oct. 29. 

Sun, Nov 5 – Reformation Spiced 
Brunch 
Fellowship Hall 
Celebrate all things fall and the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation at the 
Pumpkin Spice Fellowship event on 
Sunday, November 5 after the 11am 
service.  Enjoy home made chili and warm 
fellowship.

CHURCH CALENDAR                                                               firstmiami.org/calendar                                                    
SUN 

29
MON 

30
TUE 

31
WED 

01
THURS 

02
FRI 

03
SAT 

04

10am PRAYER 
MEETING 

11am WORSHIP 
SERVICE 

11am FIRST 
MIAMI KIDS 

12.15pm 
CONGREGATION 
MEETING 

6pm 
ROCKN’ROLL 
REVIVAL

12pm 
CONTEMPLAIVE 
PRAYER

8pm AA 
MEETING

6pm CREATIVE 
ARTS & 
WORSHIP 

7pm BIBLE 
STUDY

8pm AA 
MEETING

7pm AA 
MEETING
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MINISTRIES OF FIRST MIAMI
Bible Study 

Grow deeper in your faith and connect 
with a spiritual community during the 
week by coming to Bible Study on each 
Wednesday at 7:15pm led by Pastor Chris. 

Children’s Ministry 

There are regular programs designed for 
kids and their parents including MOPS 
(Mother’s of Preschoolers), Parents’ Night 
Out, and special events during and after 
services.  To find a list of all the 
opportunities, visit our website. 
firstmiami.org/kids 
Mission 

There are opportunities to serve our 
community (locally and internationally) 
happening all the time.  Check out our 
website to find the latest opportunities 
and to register to help.         
firstmiami.org/ministries/mission  
Small Groups 
Join a small group of men or women who 
meet regularly, following the core 
Christian practices together. Groups meet 

at different times and places throughout 
the city.  anna.rosas@firstmiami.org 

Volunteer 

Have an untapped talent or willingness to 
serve?  We need your help in the following 
areas: greeting/ushering, Worship Tech, 
Children’s Ministry, Fellowship event 
planning and decorating, and more!  Fill 
out a Connect Card and check “volunteer” 
or go online for complete list.         
firstmiami.org/volunteer 

Prayer & Support  

If you  have a prayer need or you need 
assistance, fill out a “Connect Card” in the 
pew or write an email to the church office  
info@firstmiami.org.  A time of prayer is 
also held each Sunday at 10am. 

Follow Us 

Keep up with everything that is happening 
around First Miami by connecting with us 
through our Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram 
feed @firstmiamipres.  Also, download our 
app by searching “First Miami Presbyterian” 
on your mobile device.   

FIRST MIAMI CONTACTS:
Pastor Chris Atwood, Pastor     pastorchris@firstmiami.org 

John Hardt, Worship Director    john.hardt@firstmiami.org 

Carolina Modenessy, Children’s Ministry Director  kids@firstmiami.org  

Martin Mola, Property Manager    martin.mola@firstmiami.org 

Anna E. Rosas, Covenant Life Director   anna.rosas@firstmiami.org 

Jenn Atwood, Communications Director   jenn.atwood@firstmiami.org 

Natalie Rowe, Church Administrator   natalie.rowe@firstmiami.org 

Amarilis Betancourt, Receptionist    info@firstmiami.org 



CHURCH MAP 
Our Church has two distinct sections: the sanctuary & chapel in the front, and the 
Children’s wing & Fellowship hall in the back.  On Sundays, people are encouraged to 
enter either from the side entrances or the front entrances.  The parking lot is 
available during the worship services. 

First Miami Kids  
Sundays @ 11:00am 
Sunday School program 

Sanctuary  
Sundays @ 11:00am 
Worship Service 

Flagler Chapel 
Sundays @ 6:00pm 
Worship Service 

Fellowship Hall 
Various Events 

Attendance for week of October 15:  
11 AM Service: 219 
6 PM Service: 24 
Total YTD Budgeted Giving: $362,266.00 
Total YTD Actual Giving: $271,339.59 

Address ✦ 609 Brickell Ave. Miami, FL  33131 |  Phone ✦  305.371.3439 
Web ✦ www.firstmiami.org  |  Email ✦ info@firstmiami.org 

First Miami Presbyterian Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (USA).


