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Hello! 
WELCOME TO CHURCH! 
We are truly glad that you are here. You hold in your hands an order of worship. But it is 
much more than that. It is a liturgy. Liturgy means “work of the people.” You are invited to 
this work. The work of worship in song, prayer, scripture, confession, and words. The work 
of community life together. The work of being present. The work of going deep. In 
relationship to God and to one another. You will find songs both new and old. Prayers 
ancient and modern. Confessions and creeds. Engaging messages. Family. 

It is the mission of First Miami to see everyone—those who come through our doors every 
week, guests, old friends, Brickell residents and beyond—come to know and love Jesus like 
we do. We strive for authentic community with one another. And we try to make disciples of 
Jesus who gather, worship, serve, learn, heal, and give. With hearts and minds and lives 
open to God’s calling. 

May you find a home with us. May you know God’s grace shining upon you this very 
moment and always. Thank you for joining us today. We look forward to joining you in this 
liturgy. Please visit our Welcome Center in the lobby, download the app, and check out our 
website at firstmiami.org and learn how to get connected. 

WELCOME FAMILIES! 
First Miami is family. You and yours are most welcome. It is our prayer that you will find a 
home in our community whatever your stage of life. Our dynamic KIDS ministry meets 
every Sunday behind the sanctuary with programs for all ages. For everyone’s safety, we 
ask that you accompany your child(ren) to the Sunday school entrance to check-in. If you 
need help finding it, check out our map or find a greeter who will help show you the way.  
Welcome to the family.



GATHER 
PRELUDE 

REFLECTION 

“As God's children, we are not to be observers; we're to participate actively in the Lord's 
work. Spectators sit and watch, but we are called to use our spiritual gifts and serve 
continually.”  
 Charles Stanley 

“Your spiritual gifts were not given for your own benefit but for the benefit of others, just 
as other people were given gifts for your benefit.” 
 Rick Warren 

Holy Spirit You are welcome here 
Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere 
Your Glory God is what our hearts long for 
To be overcome by Your Presence Lord 
    …from Holy Spirit You are Welcome Here 

PRAYER OF INVITATION 
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Prepare. Be Still. Quiet your heart. 
Breathe deep. Receive the Holy 
Spirit. Expect miracles.  Listen. 
Reflect on the thoughts printed 
here.  

With open hearts, we invite God 
into this place, believing he is 
already present. We express a deep 
longing for God. Deep dependence. 
Deep humility.



CALL TO WORSHIP * 
FROM PSALM 100    

Leader: Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth.  
       Worship the Lord with gladness; 
        come before him with joyful songs. 

All:   Know that the Lord is God. 
       It is he who made us, and we are his; 
        we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 

Leader: Enter his gates with thanksgiving 
       and his courts with praise; 
        give thanks to him and praise his name. 

All:  For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; 
      his faithfulness continues through all generations. 

HYMNS* 
“SHOUT TO THE LORD” 

My Jesus, my Savior 
Lord there is none like You 
All of my days I want to praise 
The wonders of Your mighty love 
My comfort, my shelter 
Tower of refuge and strength 
Let every breath, all that I am 
Never cease to worship You 

Shout to the Lord all the Earth, let us sing 
Power and majesty, praise to the King 
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar 
At the sound  of Your name 
I sing for joy at the work of Your hand 
Forever I'll love You, forever I'll stand 
Nothing compares to the promise I have In You 

(repeat) 

*Indicates congregation standing, if able
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Singing is bigger than words on a 
page. So make these words your 
words. Belt it out in a sung prayer 
to God. Sing with all your heart.

Worship is a unique opportunity.  
It is active participation. It is the 
work of remembering God’s story.  
In song and in scripture. In prayer 
and mediation. Here we meet God 
face to face and celebrate what He 
has done. 



“HOLY, HOLY, HOLY” 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide Thee, 
Though the eye of sinfulness Thy glory may not see, 
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee 
Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy Name, in earth, and sky, and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

“SPIRIT OF THE LIVING GOD” 

Spirit of the living God, 
fall afresh on me. 
Spirit of the living God, 
fall afresh on me. 
Melt me; mold me; 
fill me; use me. 
Spirit of the living God, 
fall afresh on me. 

(repeat) 
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CONFESSION 
All:   God of infinite mercy, 
    when we neglect the humbleness 
    of knowing our place in this world,      
     forgive us; 
    when we trade your peace and calls for     
    unity for conflict and violence, 
     forgive us; 
    when we forsake our good character, 
    to join those who scoff at your ways, 
     forgive us; 
    when we ignore your truth,  
    and turn away from your wisdom, 
     forgive us. 
   Forgive us and heal us, Lord, 
    that we may abide in your grace 
     and your love forever. 
  
(moment of silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
Leader: Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
   God fills our souls with grace and wisdom. 
   It is from this grace that we have hope. 
   It is from this wisdom that we know God’s love. 
   It is from the living God that we find life and forgiveness. 

All:  Amen. 

GLORIA PATRI*   

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
  and to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, 
  is now, and ever shall be, 
   world without end. 
 Amen, amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE*

F I R S T  M I A M I

Christ has given the Church 
authority to declare forgiveness 
of sins in his name. Because of this, 
when the liturgist proclaims that 
your sins are forgiven, you can 
know that Christ agrees.

In response to such amazing grace, 
we stand and burst forth into a 
song of praise. And gratitude. 
Not only to God the Father, but to 
all three Persons of the Triune 
God.
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Worship isn’t meant to be in 
isolation– it’s good to know who 
you are sitting next too. Extend a 
hand of friendship and peace to 
those around you.
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PROCLAIM 
ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE 
Romans 12:1-8 
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of 
God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the 
pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be 
able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more 
highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance 
with the faith God has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body 
with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ 
we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have 
different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then 
prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then 
teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give encouragement; if it is giving, then give 
generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. 

MESSAGE — “Spiritual Gifts” 
Romans, Part 5 
Rev. Dr. Christopher Atwood 

MESSAGE NOTES 

The Bible is the primary means by 
which God speaks.  We read and 
listen together, building up our 
community in faith.

Not just a teaching for living, this 
is a time when Christ encounters his 
people through his Word.

This is a unique opportunity to see 
and hear the Scripture in a new 
light.
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RESPOND 
OFFERING 
A note to visitors: The ministries of First Miami Presbyterian Church are 
generously supported by the tithes and offerings of our members and 
friends.  You are our guest today.  Please do not feel obligated to make a 
financial contribution. 

DOXOLOGY* 

Your gift is an act of personal 
worship to God in response to His 
grace in your life.  

Gratitude is where spiritual life 
begins, all with the purpose of 
ultimately glorifying God. We sing 
a short hymn of praise after the 
offering is collected to remind us of 
the reason we are here.
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SEAL 
CREED* 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
        creator of heaven and earth. 
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary; 
        He suffered Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
         He descended to hell. 
         The third day he rose again from the dead. 
        He ascended to heaven and is seated at the right hand of  
    God the Father almighty. 
        From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
   the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, 
   the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
   and the life everlasting.  
  Amen. 

*”catholic” simply means “universal.” 

BAPTISM OF ETHAN JOSEPH SOTO 
Parents:  Abraham & Alexsandra Soto 
Godparents: Carlos & Melissa Rosello 

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS   

When we affirm our faith 
together, it reminds us that we are 
part of an ancient, yet present faith.  
A global, yet personal belief.



FOLLOW 
COMMUNITY LIFE 
(Details on pages 14 & 15) 

HYMN* 
“HOLY, HOLY, HOLY” 
Holy, holy, holy! all the saints adore thee, 
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
who wert, and art, and evermore shalt be. 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All thy works shall praise thy name, in earth and sky and sea. 
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

BLESSING 
Based on Numbers 6:24–26 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the Lord turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace. 
Amen. 

CREDITS 
All Scripture references taken from the New International Version (NIV), unless otherwise noted. 
All music is taken from Glory to God, unless otherwise noted. 
CCLI #11151034
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“Church” doesn’t end after an hour 
on Sundays. It begins.

Christ reminds us that we are his 
ambassadors. We are blessed that 
we may bless others. Go into the 
world and worship. Connect.  
Serve. Make disciples. Love. Know 
that you are loved.
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D E V O T I O N

GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
MONDAY- READ ROMANS 12:9–21 

REFLECTION 
Paul writes, “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.” When was the 
last time you were tempted to fight fire with fire and respond either with violence or 
anger? Injustice is common, but a godly response is rare. Paul’s advice echoes Jesus’s 
command to “turn the other cheek” and even though the advice may be difficult, can you 
find a place in your life where God is calling you to respond to darkness with light? 

PRAY 
Gracious God, you always find a way to win with love. When I am desperate or angry 
or hurt help me to trust that you will deliver me and that you will give me the 
strength to not become like those who drive me nuts. Show me a better way… Amen.

TUESDAY- READ ROMANS 13:1-7 

REFLECTION 
We are called as Christians to work for peace and to pray for those who are in authority. 
Imagine how hard this must have been in Paul’s day when the Emperor might have been 
the one persecuting him! Please take some time today to give thanks for the faithful 
leaders God has placed among us and to ask that God would use all leaders to bring His 
justice and peace to our world. 

PRAY 
Almighty God, I humbly acknowledge my place in this world and ask that you would 
use leaders to bring peace and justice to our hurting world. If so called, please use 
me as well to make the world a better place. Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
WEDNESDAY- READ ROMANS 13:8–10 

REFLECTION 
The Beatles once sang, “All you need is love.” Did you know that Paul wrote nearly those 
exact words two thousand years ago? For Paul, love fulfills the law and is the only “debt” 
that owe to one another. It may sound simplistic, but love is both simple and complicated 
and a life of love is the invitation God invites us to every day. How can you bring more 
love into your life today? 

PRAY 
Loving God, make me more like you! Fill me with love and help me to be a better 
lover to those around me. I long to be full of joy and even have a heart big enough 
to love those who are not like me or who get on my nerves. May my love for all 
people continue to grow…. Amen.

THURSDAY- READ ROMANS 13:11-14 

REFLECTION 
Can you imagine how life would change if you knew the end was near? I remember when 
Hurricane Irma was coming how busy everyone was working to be prepared…and Paul 
writes, “the hour has already come for your to wake up from your slumber…” Reflect 
today on how short our lives are and how urgent the call to discipleship truly is. 

PRAY 
Already-Present God, help me to live in light of eternity and number my days. May I 
live life with a sense of urgency knowing that the God of the universe is inviting me 
into a life bursting with joy and eternal life. Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
FRIDAY- READ ROMANS 14:1-23 

REFLECTION 
This long text has a simple point: learn not to judge others. If even you feel you are 
right, it’s worth slowing down and getting on the same page than it is to push forward 
with an agenda of your own. In other words, being right is far less important than 
“righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” Reflect today on ways that you may 
subtlety be judging others and how God is calling you be more open. 

PRAY 
Almighty God,  you are bigger than I can imagine and my own self-righteousness is 
nothing in your sight. Help me today to humble myself and put others first. Free me 
from judging others and help me to finally be able to let others succeed ahead of me. 
Amen.

SATURDAY- READ ROMANS 15:1-13 

REFLECTION 
One of Paul’s mantras is that God’s love is so big it extends not only to Jews but to 
Gentiles also. In Paul’s day, this was radical! Just as Jesus came to call tax collectors and 
sinners, who can we reach with the love of God today that we may feel are too 
impossible to reach? CEOs or homeless folks? Democrats or Republicans? Rich or poor? 
Cubans or Guatemalans? Introverts or Extroverts? Who do you picture is within your 
reach that you haven’t yet shared the Gospel of Jesus? 

PRAY 
Lord, help me today to remember that you love is not a secret meant to be kept 
inside. Instead, fill me with courage and faith to share your Good News with anyone 
and everyone…because the greatest gift I can give someone is an invitation to meet 
the God who loves them infinitely. Amen.
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UPCOMING EVENTS (MARK YOUR CALENDAR!)  

Sun, Oct 29 — Congregational Meeting 
Sanctuary 
A called congregational meeting is 
scheduled for October 29th immediately 
following the 11am worship service in the 
sanctuary for the purpose of electing a co-
pastor nominating committee. We hope 
that you can join us. 

Sun, Oct 29 – Rock n’ Roll 
Reformation Revival 
First Miami Parking Lot 
The 6pm service is celebrating the 
Reformation: German-style!  Come to a 
special 6pm service in the parking lot and 
worship with rockin’ music, an inspired 
message, and enjoy a mug full of rootbeer 
and a plate of BBQ’d bratwurst, pretzels, & 
coleslaw.  Sing along to old revival hymns 
and celebrate how we are reformed and 
always reforming!  Visit the event page at 
facebook.com/firstmiamipres/events 

Sat, Nov 4 – Miami Rescue Mission 
Miami Rescue Mission 
Help feed the homeless at the Miami 
Rescue Mission on Saturday, November 4 
from 10am - 1pm. You’ll make a big 
difference in just a short amount of time!  
We need a small group of volunteers (age 
12 or older).  Sign-up by going to 
firstmiami.org/mission.  Space is 
limited, so sign-up today!  If you can’t go 
but you’d like to help, bring a donation of 
bottled water to the church lobby by 
Sunday, Oct. 29. 

CHURCH CALENDAR                                                 firstmiami.org/calendar                                                    
SUN 

29
MON 

30
TUE 

31
WED 

01
THURS 

02
FRI 

03
SAT 

04

10am PRAYER 
MEETING 

11am WORSHIP 
SERVICE 

11am FIRST 
MIAMI KIDS 

12.15pm 
CONGREGATION 
MEETING 

6pm WORSHIP 
SERVICE

12pm 
CONTEMPLAIVE 
PRAYER

8pm AA 
MEETING

6pm CREATIVE 
ARTS & 
WORSHIP 

7pm BIBLE 
STUDY

8pm AA 
MEETING

7pm AA 
MEETING
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MINISTRIES OF FIRST MIAMI
Bible Study 

Grow deeper in your faith and connect 
with a spiritual community during the 
week by coming to Bible Study on each 
Wednesday at 7:15pm led by Pastor Chris. 

Children’s Ministry 

There are regular programs designed for 
kids and their parents including MOPS 
(Mother’s of Preschoolers), Parents’ Night 
Out, and special events during and after 
services.  To find a list of all the 
opportunities, visit our website. 
firstmiami.org/kids 
Mission 

There are opportunities to serve our 
community (locally and internationally) 
happening all the time.  Check out our 
website to find the latest opportunities 
and to register to help.         
firstmiami.org/ministries/mission  
Small Groups 
Join a small group of men or women who 
meet regularly, following the core 
Christian practices together. Groups meet 

at different times and places throughout 
the city.  anna.rosas@firstmiami.org 

Volunteer 

Have an untapped talent or willingness to 
serve?  We need your help in the following 
areas: greeting/ushering, Worship Tech, 
Children’s Ministry, Fellowship event 
planning and decorating, and more!  Fill 
out a Connect Card and check “volunteer” 
or go online for complete list.         
firstmiami.org/volunteer 

Prayer & Support  

If you  have a prayer need or you need 
assistance, fill out a “Connect Card” in the 
pew or write an email to the church office  
info@firstmiami.org.  A time of prayer is 
also held each Sunday at 10am. 

Follow Us 

Keep up with everything that is happening 
around First Miami by connecting with us 
through our Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram 
feed @firstmiamipres.  Also, download our 
app by searching “First Miami Presbyterian” 
on your mobile device.   

FIRST MIAMI CONTACTS:
Pastor Chris Atwood, Pastor     pastorchris@firstmiami.org 

John Hardt, Worship Director    john.hardt@firstmiami.org 

Carolina Modenessy, Children’s Ministry Director  kids@firstmiami.org  

Martin Mola, Property Manager    martin.mola@firstmiami.org 

Anna E. Rosas, Covenant Life Director   anna.rosas@firstmiami.org 

Jenn Atwood, Communications Director   jenn.atwood@firstmiami.org 

Natalie Rowe, Church Administrator   natalie.rowe@firstmiami.org 

Amarilis Betancourt, Receptionist    info@firstmiami.org 



CHURCH MAP 
Our Church has two distinct sections: the sanctuary & chapel in the front, and the 
Children’s wing & Fellowship hall in the back.  On Sundays, people are encouraged to 
enter either from the side entrances or the front entrances.  The parking lot is 
available during the worship services. 

First Miami Kids  
Sundays @ 11:00am 
Sunday School program 

Sanctuary  
Sundays @ 11:00am 
Worship Service 

Flagler Chapel 
Sundays @ 6:00pm 
Worship Service 

Fellowship Hall 
Various Events 

Attendance for October 1:  
11 AM Service: 211 
6 PM Service: 26 
Total YTD Budgeted Giving: $362,266.00 
Total YTD Giving: $261,984.29 

Address ✦ 609 Brickell Ave. Miami, FL  33131 |  Phone ✦  305.371.3439 
Web ✦ www.firstmiami.org  |  Email ✦ info@firstmiami.org 

First Miami Presbyterian Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (USA).


