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Hello! 
WELCOME TO CHURCH! 
We are truly glad that you are here. You hold in your hands an order of worship. But it is 
much more than that. It is a liturgy. Liturgy means “work of the people.” You are invited to 
this work. The work of worship in song, prayer, scripture, confession, and words. The work 
of community life together. The work of being present. The work of going deep. In 
relationship to God and to one another. You will find songs both new and old. Prayers 
ancient and modern. Confessions and creeds. Engaging messages. Family. 

It is the mission of First Miami to see everyone—those who come through our doors every 
week, guests, old friends, Brickell residents and beyond—come to know and love Jesus like 
we do. We strive for authentic community with one another. And we try to make disciples of 
Jesus who gather, worship, serve, learn, heal, and give. With hearts and minds and lives 
open to God’s calling. 

May you find a home with us. May you know God’s grace shining upon you this very 
moment and always. Thank you for joining us today. We look forward to joining you in this 
liturgy. Please visit our Welcome Center in the lobby, download the app, and check out our 
website at firstmiami.org and learn how to get connected. 

WELCOME FAMILIES! 
First Miami is family. You and yours are most welcome. It is our prayer that you will find a 
home in our community whatever your stage of life. Our dynamic KIDS ministry meets 
every Sunday behind the sanctuary with programs for all ages. For everyone’s safety, we 
ask that you accompany your child(ren) to the Sunday school entrance to check-in. If you 
need help finding it, check out our map or find a greeter who will help show you the way.  
Welcome to the family.



GATHER 
PRELUDE 

REFLECTION 

“Our human compassion binds us the one to the other — not in pity or patronizingly, but 
as human beings who have learnt how to turn our common suffering into hope for the 
future.”  
 Nelson Mandela 

“Fear is the path to the dark side…fear leads to anger…anger leads to hate…hate leads to 
suffering.” 
 Yoda 

CALL TO WORSHIP * 

FROM PSALM 63    

Leader: You, God, are my God, earnestly I seek you; 
   I thirst for you, my whole being longs for you, 
    in a dry and parched land where there is no  
     water.   

People: I have seen you in the sanctuary and beheld your power and your  
    glory. 
    Because your love is better than life, my lips will glorify you. 
   I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I will lift up my 
    hands. 

Leader: I will be fully satisfied as with the richest of foods; 
    with singing lips my mouth will praise you.  
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Worship is a unique opportunity.  
It is active participation. It is the 
work of remembering God’s story.  
In song and in scripture. In prayer 
and mediation. Here we meet God 
face to face and celebrate what He 
has done. 

Prepare. Be Still. Quiet your heart. 
Breathe deep. Receive the Holy 
Spirit. Expect miracles.  Listen. 
Reflect on the thoughts printed 
here.  



HYMNS* 
“WONDERFUL KING” 

We are here 
Because of grace 
Because of love 
And we are here 
Because of You 

You are here 
Because of grace 
Because of love 
And You are here 
Because of You 
Because of You 

You fill our hearts 
With more than we can hold inside 
And so we sing 

Beautiful Savior 
Wonderful King 
Beautiful Savior 
Wonderful King 

Oh, beautiful sound 
Oh, the joy of heaven here 
Oh, wonderful sound 
Oh, love of heaven now 
Oh, beautiful sound 
Oh, the joy of heaven here 
Oh, wonderful sound 
Oh, love of heaven now 

Beautiful Savior 
Wonderful King 
Beautiful Savior 
Wonderful King

*Indicates congregation standing, if able
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Singing is bigger than words on a 
page. So make these words your 
words. Belt it out in a sung prayer 
to God. Sing with all your heart.



“HOW GREAT THOU ART” 

O Lord my God when I in awesome wonder  
Consider all the works thy hand has made  
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder  
Your power throughout the universe displayed  
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee  
How great thou art, how great thou art  
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee  
How great thou art, how great thou art  

And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing; 
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in; 
That on the Cross, my burden gladly bearing, 
He bled and died to take away my sin. 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee  
How great thou art, how great thou art  
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee  
How great thou art, how great thou art  

When Christ shall come, with shout of acclamation, 
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart. 
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration, 
And then proclaim: "My God, how great Thou art!" 
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee  
How great thou art, how great thou art  
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to thee  
How great thou art, how great thou art  

“STEP BY STEP” 

Oh God, You are my God 
 And I will ever praise You 
Oh God, You are my God 
And I will ever praise You 
I will seek You in the morning    
And I will learn to walk in Your ways 
And step by step You'll lead me 
And I will follow You all of my days 

(repeat) 
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CONFESSION 
All:   God of infinite mercy, 
    when we neglect the humbleness 
    of knowing our place in this world,      
     forgive us; 
    when we trade your peace and calls for     
    unity for conflict and violence, 
     forgive us; 
    when we forsake our good character, 
    to join those who scoff at your ways, 
     forgive us; 
    when we ignore your truth,  
    and turn away from your wisdom, 
     forgive us. 
   Forgive us and heal us, Lord, 
    that we may abide in your grace 
     and your love forever. 
  
(moment of silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS  
Leader: Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
   God fills our souls with grace and wisdom. 
   It is from this grace that we have hope. 
   It is from this wisdom that we know God’s love. 
   It is from the living God that we find life and forgiveness. 

All:  Amen. 

GLORIA PATRI*   

All: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  
  and to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, 
  is now, and ever shall be, 
   world without end. 
 Amen, amen. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE*

F I R S T  M I A M I

Christ has given the Church 
authority to declare forgiveness 
of sins in his name. Because of this, 
when the liturgist proclaims that 
your sins are forgiven, you can 
know that Christ agrees.

In response to such amazing grace, 
we stand and burst forth into a 
song of praise. And gratitude. 
Not only to God the Father, but to 
all three Persons of the Triune 
God.
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Worship isn’t meant to be in 
isolation– it’s good to know who 
you are sitting next too. Extend a 
hand of friendship and peace to 
those around you.
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PROCLAIM 
SCRIPTURE 
Romans 8:18-27 
28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of 
those who love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters. 30 And those he 
predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also 
glorified. 
More Than Conquerors 
31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he 
not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge 
against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who 
condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at 
the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the 
love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger 
or sword? 36 As it is written: 
“For your sake we face death all day long; 
    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I 
am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

ILLUMINATION 

MESSAGE — “Suffering and Predestination” 
Romans, Part 4 
Rev. Dr. Christopher Atwood 

The Bible is the primary means by 
which God speaks.  We read and 
listen together, building up our 
community in faith.

Not just a teaching for living, this 
is a time when Christ encounters his 
people through his Word.

This is a unique opportunity to see 
and hear the Scripture in a new 
light.
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MESSAGE NOTES 
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RESPOND 
OFFERING 
A note to visitors: The ministries of First Miami Presbyterian Church are 
generously supported by the tithes and offerings of our members and 
friends.  You are our guest today.  Please do not feel obligated to make a 
financial contribution. 

You are my everything 
And you are love unfailing 
Now and forever, I believe 
You are mine 
You are my hope, you are mine 

DOXOLOGY* 
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

PASTORAL PRAYER + LORD’S PRAYER 

All: Our Father who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name.    
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,     
   on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread.   
  And forgive us our debts,  
   as we forgive our debtors.   
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
  For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever.   
  Amen. 

    

Your gift is an act of personal 
worship to God in response to His 
grace in your life.  

Prayer has the ability to knit a 
community together.  We are 
edified and unified in common faith.



FOLLOW 
COMMUNITY LIFE 
(Details on pages 14 & 15) 

HYMN* 
“IT IS WELL” 
When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,  
when sorrows like sea billows roll;  
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,   
It is well, it is well with my soul.  

My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!  
My sin, not in part but the whole,  
is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more,  
praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  
 It is well with my soul, 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 

And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,  
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll;  
the trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,  
even so, it is well with my soul.  
 It is well with my soul,  
 it is well, it is well with my soul.  

BLESSING 
Based on Numbers 6:24–26 
The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face shine on you 
    and be gracious to you; 
the Lord turn his face toward you 
    and give you peace. 
Amen. 

CREDITS 
All Scripture references taken from the New International Version (NIV), unless otherwise noted. 
All music is taken from Glory to God, unless otherwise noted. 
CCLI #11151034
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“Church” doesn’t end after an hour 
on Sundays. It begins.

Christ reminds us that we are his 
ambassadors. We are blessed that 
we may bless others. Go into the 
world and worship. Connect.  
Serve. Make disciples. Love. Know 
that you are loved.
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D E V O T I O N

GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
MONDAY- READ ROMANS 7:1-6 

REFLECTION 
St. Augustine once said, “Love, and do whatever you want.” In other words, you no 
longer have to follow any “rules” as a Christian so long as everything you do is in line 
with the Spirit and full of love. If only it were that easy! So often we are led astray by 
“the flesh” and rules are the only that keeps us from going off the deep end. Spend 
some time today reflecting on areas in your life that are not in step with the Spirit and 
pray that God will fill you with love and freedom to move as He moves. 

PRAY 
God of freedom, fill me with love and empty me of the wrong desires that lead me 
down destructive paths.  I’m scared to think of where I’d be if I didn’t have 
boundaries in my life, and I dream of a day when I no longer need them because 
your will and my will are lined up. Keep me in your Spirit today. Amen.

TUESDAY- READ ROMANS 7:7-26 

REFLECTION 
Paul writes, “Although I want to do good, evil is right there with me.” Spiritual struggle, 
despite popular belief, is actually a sign of spiritual health. We may never get to a place 
where sin is completely absent from us and the worst thing we can do is start to believe 
that we shouldn’t struggle with sin but instead “learn to live with it” and accept the sinful 
patterns in our life as inevitable and unconquerable. Reflect today on areas in which feel 
the most struggle and the areas you may need to struggle more. 

PRAY 
Loving God, help me never to become complacent with the sin in my life. May I 
always seek to follow you more closely and love you more dearly. Give me the 
courage to continue to battle when all my strength is gone and allow me to trust in 
your deliverance for me. Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
WEDNESDAY- READ ROMANS 8:1-4 

REFLECTION 
In one of the most important pronouncements in the Bible, Paul says that if we are in 
Christ “there is now no condemnation.” God does not condemn us, but loves us! God 
knows we are weak, but if we confess our weakness and trust in Christ our sins are no 
longer held against us. In other words, real forgiveness is possible and fresh starts are 
available to us. When you prayer, be sure to thank God for the ways in which he no 
longer condemns us… 

PRAY 
Forgiving God, your grace and mercy in my life as so real and I thank you for 
acceptance in your sight. I deserve so little, but you give me so much…and for that 
my heart is eternally grateful. Help me today smile more often knowing that the God 
of the universe is smiling over me. Amen.

THURSDAY- READ ROMANS 8:5-17 

REFLECTION 
This text tell us that we are “children” of God and are “co-heirs” with Christ. How 
amazing is it that we go from sinners with no hope of saving ourselves to “heirs” of God’s 
riches and treasures! God actually encourages us to call Him “Abba,” which means that 
we are no longer strangers to God but dearly loved children who are invited into an 
intimate relationship with the eternal God. If this is true, then we can live with 
extraordinary confidence and hope. 

PRAY 
Gracious God, you’ve given me more than I could have ever dreamed. I’m still 
catching my breath after being saved…and can’t imagine what life will be like when I 
get to live eternally with you and a child with a parent. Prepare me for that day by 
helping me walk every day with the confidence that a child has with a parent holding 
its hand. Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
FRIDAY- READ ROMANS 8:18-30 

REFLECTION 
Paul tell us here that creation “has been groaning” for redemption. In a world full of 
earthquakes and tsunamis, cancer and torture, death and decay, we recognize that the 
pains of the world go deeper than we could ever know. Did you know that God feels all of 
them? Not flower or fly is exempt from God’s love and when Christ returns everything 
will be restored. Spend some time today reflecting on the pains of the world and ask God 
to bring his healing care. 

PRAY 
All-knowing God, our world is hurting. I can’t imagine what it would be like to 
mindful of all the pain, but nothing is lost on you. Please bring healing to our broken 
world and as I wait for you to restore all things help me to restore the things under 
my care so that your kingdom may come, now as it is in heaven. Amen.

SATURDAY- READ ROMANS 8:31-39 

REFLECTION 
Nothing, nothing can separate you from the love of God if you are in Christ. Even in our 
unfaithfulness God is able to bring us back and because God’s bond to us is so strong we 
can endure more than we ever believed we could. The earliest Christians were 
persecuted for their faith, but they believed they were “more than conquerors” in the 
face of death. What would life look like for you if you lived as if God truly were on your 
side? 

PRAY 
Faithful Lord, I am more than a conqueror in you! By your strength I can endure all! 
Help me today to live in you more fully so that I can experience the victory you 
brought in conquering fear and death. Amen.
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UPCOMING EVENTS (MARK YOUR CALENDAR!)  
Volunteer Cards 
This month, we are inviting people to get more 
involved and help the First Miami church 
family.  Fill out the “Volunteer Card” attached 
to your bulletin and indicate what ministry 
opportunities you would like to volunteer for 
and/or recommit to volunteer.  Turn in the 
Volunteer card to the “Volunteer Table” in the 
lobby to receive a free “swag bag” filled with 
lots of First Miami loot!  

Sun, Oct 15 – New Members Class 
First Miami Fellowship Hall 
If you would like to go deeper in your faith by 
making a commitment to follow Jesus and 
serve his church, come to the New Members 
class following the 11am service on Sunday, 
October 15 in the Fellowship Hall.  Lunch will 
be served! 

Fri, Oct 20 – Brickell Fellowship 
Home of Anne Crockett 
On Friday, October 20 at 11am, the Brickell 
Fellowship group will be gathering at the home 
of Anne Crokette to listen to guest speaker 
JoAnn Kerbawy.  There will be a potluck lunch 
served.  To RSVP and get the address, please 
contact Johan at askjolen@aol.com. 

Sat, Oct 21 – Explore Your Miami     
Venetian Pool 
Meet the Explore Your Miami group at the 
Venetian pool (the Sand area) on Saturday, 
October 21 at 10am.  Water and chips will be 
provided!  This is a great event for families 
with children over 3-years old.  The entrance 
fee is $15.00.  Parking is tricky, so arrive early. 

Mon, Oct 23 – “Why Remember Martin 
Luther?” 
University of Miami 
Learn more about the 500th Anniversary of the 
Protestant Reformation at a lecture by Mickey 
L. Mattox, a Professor of Historical Theology.  
The forum will be held at the Whitten Learning 
Center at 7:30pm.  Dr. Mattox will explore the 
promise and perils when attempting to 
remember the reformer Martin Luther.  RSVP at 
as.miami.edu/ReligiousStudiesForum 

Sun, Oct 29 — Reformation Spiced Brunch 
Fellowship Hall 
Celebrate all things fall and the 500th 
Anniversary of the Reformation at the Pumpkin 
Spice Fellowship event on Sunday, October 29 
after the 11am service.  Enjoy home made chili 
and warm fellowship. 

Sun, Oct 29 – Rock n’ Roll Reformation 
Revival 
First Miami Parking Lot 
The 6pm service is celebrating the 
Reformation: German-style!  Come to a special 
6pm service in the parking lot and worship with 
rockin’ music, an inspired message, and enjoy 
a mug full of rootbeer and a plate of BBQ’d 
bratwurst, pretzels, & coleslaw.  Sing along to 
old revival hymns and celebrate how we are 
reformed and always reforming! 

Sat, Nov 4 – Miami Rescue Mission Service 
Project 
Miami Rescue Mission 
Help feed the homeless at the Miami Rescue 
Mission on Saturday, November 4 from 10am - 
1pm. You’ll make a big difference in just a 
short amount of time!  We need a small group 
of volunteers (age 12 or older).  Sign-up by 
going to firstmiami.org/mission.  Space is 
limited, so sign-up today!  If you can’t go but 
you’d like to help, bring a donation of bottled 
water to the church lobby by Sunday, Oct. 29. 
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MINISTRIES OF FIRST MIAMI
Bible Study 

Grow deeper in your faith and connect 
with a spiritual community during the 
week by coming to Bible Study on each 
Wednesday at 7:15pm led by Pastor Chris. 

Children’s Ministry 

There are regular programs designed for 
kids and their parents including MOPS 
(Mother’s of Preschoolers), Parents’ Night 
Out, and special events during and after 
services.  To find a list of all the 
opportunities, visit our website. 
firstmiami.org/kids 
Mission 

There are opportunities to serve our 
community (locally and internationally) 
happening all the time.  Check out our 
website to find the latest opportunities 
and to register to help.         
firstmiami.org/ministries/mission  
Small Groups 
Join a small group of men or women who 
meet regularly, following the core 
Christian practices together. Groups meet 

at different times and places throughout 
the city.  anna.rosas@firstmiami.org 

Volunteer 

Have an untapped talent or willingness to 
serve?  We need your help in the following 
areas: greeting/ushering, Worship Tech, 
Children’s Ministry, Fellowship event 
planning and decorating, and more!  Fill 
out a Connect Card and check “volunteer” 
or go online for complete list.         
firstmiami.org/volunteer 

Prayer & Support  

If you  have a prayer need or you need 
assistance, fill out a “Connect Card” in the 
pew or write an email to the church office  
info@firstmiami.org.  A time of prayer is 
also held each Sunday at 10am. 

Follow Us 

Keep up with everything that is happening 
around First Miami by connecting with us 
through our Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram 
feed @firstmiamipres.  Also, download our 
app by searching “First Miami Presbyterian” 
on your mobile device.   

FIRST MIAMI CONTACTS:
Pastor Chris Atwood, Pastor     pastorchris@firstmiami.org 

John Hardt, Worship Director    john.hardt@firstmiami.org 

Carolina Modenessy, Children’s Ministry Director  kids@firstmiami.org  

Martin Mola, Property Manager    martin.mola@firstmiami.org 

Anna E. Rosas, Covenant Life Director   anna.rosas@firstmiami.org 

Jenn Atwood, Communications Director   jenn.atwood@firstmiami.org 

Natalie Rowe, Church Administrator   natalie.rowe@firstmiami.org 

Amarilis Betancourt, Receptionist    info@firstmiami.org 



CHURCH MAP 
Our Church has two distinct sections: the sanctuary & chapel in the front, and the 
Children’s wing & Fellowship hall in the back.  On Sundays, people are encouraged to 
enter either from the side entrances or the front entrances.  The parking lot is 
available during the worship services. 

First Miami Kids  
Sundays @ 11:00am 
Sunday School program 

Sanctuary  
Sundays @ 11:00am 
Worship Service 

Flagler Chapel 
Sundays @ 6:00pm 
Worship Service 

Fellowship Hall 
Various Events 

Attendance for October 1:  
11 AM Service: 211 
6 PM Service: 26 
Total YTD Budgeted Giving: $362,266.00 
Total YTD Giving: $261,984.29 

Address ✦ 609 Brickell Ave. Miami, FL  33131 |  Phone ✦  305.371.3439 
Web ✦ www.firstmiami.org  |  Email ✦ info@firstmiami.org 

First Miami Presbyterian Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (USA).


