Romans, Part 2
1 October 2017
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Hello!
WELCOME TO CHURCH!
We are truly glad that you are here. You hold in your hands an order of worship. But it is
much more than that. It is a liturgy. Liturgy means “work of the people.” You are invited to
this work. The work of worship in song, prayer, scripture, confession, and words. The work
of community life together. The work of being present. The work of going deep. In
relationship to God and to one another. You will find songs both new and old. Prayers
ancient and modern. Confessions and creeds. Engaging messages. Family.
It is the mission of First Miami to see everyone—those who come through our doors every
week, guests, old friends, Brickell residents and beyond—come to know and love Jesus like
we do. We strive for authentic community with one another. And we try to make disciples of
Jesus who gather, worship, serve, learn, heal, and give. With hearts and minds and lives
open to God’s calling.
May you find a home with us. May you know God’s grace shining upon you this very
moment and always. Thank you for joining us today. We look forward to joining you in this
liturgy. Please visit our Welcome Center in the lobby, download the app, and check out our
website at firstmiami.org and learn how to get connected.

WELCOME FAMILIES!
First Miami is family. You and yours are most welcome. It is our prayer that you will find a
home in our community whatever your stage of life. Our dynamic KIDS ministry meets
every Sunday behind the sanctuary with programs for all ages. For everyone’s safety, we
ask that you accompany your child(ren) to the Sunday school entrance to check-in. If you
need help finding it, check out our map or find a greeter who will help show you the way.
Welcome to the family.
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GATHER
PRELUDE

Prepare. Be Still. Quiet your heart.
Breathe deep. Receive the Holy
Spirit. Expect miracles. Listen.
Reflect on the thoughts printed
here.

REFLECTION
“I am not a saint, unless you think of a saint as a sinner who keeps on trying.”
Nelson Mandela
“Forgiveness is the divine miracle of grace. The cost to God was the Cross of Christ. To
forgive sin, while remaining a holy God, this price had to be paid. Never accept a view of
the fatherhood of God if it blots out the atonement. The revealed truth of God is that
without the atonement He cannot forgive— He would contradict His nature if He did. The
only way we can be forgiven is by being brought back to God through the atonement of
the Cross. God’s forgiveness is possible only in the supernatural realm.
Compared with the miracle of the forgiveness of sin, the experience of sanctification is
small. Sanctification is simply the wonderful expression or evidence of the forgiveness of
sins in a human life. But the thing that awakens the deepest fountain of gratitude in a
human being is that God has forgiven his sin. Paul never got away from this. Once you
realize all that it cost God to forgive you, you will be held as in a vise, constrained by the
love of God.”
Oswald Chambers

PRAYER OF INVITATION

With open hearts, we invite God
into this place, believing he is
already present. We express a deep
longing for God. Deep dependence.
Deep humility.
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CALL TO WORSHIP *
PSALM 65

I
Worship is a unique opportunity.
It is active participation. It is the
work of remembering God’s story.
In song and in scripture. In prayer
and mediation. Here we meet God
face to face and celebrate what He
has done.

Leader:

What mighty praise, O God,
belongs to you in Zion.
We will fulfill our vows to you,
for you answer our prayers.
All of us must come to you.
Though we are overwhelmed by our sins,
you forgive them all.

People:

What joy for those you choose to bring near,
those who live in your holy courts.
What festivities await us
inside your holy Temple.

Leader:

You faithfully answer our prayers with awesome deeds,
O God our savior.
You are the hope of everyone.

People:

Leader:

You formed the mountains by your power
and armed yourself with mighty strength.
You quieted the raging oceans
with their pounding waves
and silenced the shouting of the nations.
Those who live at the ends of the earth
stand in awe of your wonders.
From where the sun rises to where it sets,
you inspire shouts of joy.

*Indicates congregation standing, if able
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HYMNS *
“JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE”
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee,
opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
drive the dark of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.
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Singing is bigger than words on a
page. So make these words your
words. Belt it out in a sung prayer
to God. Sing with all your heart.

All thy works with joy surround thee;
earth and heaven reflect thy rays;
stars and angels sing around thee,
center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flowery meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird and flowing fountain,
call us to rejoice in thee.
Mortals, join the happy chorus
which the morning stars began.
Love divine is reigning o'er us,
joining all in heaven's plan.
Ever singing, march we onward,
victors in the midst of strife.
Joyful music leads us sunward
in the triumph song of life.
“JUST AS I AM”
Just as I am, without one plea,
but that thy blood was shed for me,
and that thou bid'st me come to thee,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, though tossed about
with many a conflict, many a doubt,
fightings and fears within, without,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
Just as I am, you wilt receive,
Will welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve;
Because thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come, I come.
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CONFESSION
All:

God of infinite mercy,
when we neglect the humbleness
of knowing our place in this world,
forgive us;
when we trade your peace and calls for
unity for conflict and violence,
forgive us;
when we forsake our good character,
to join those who scoff at your ways,
forgive us;
when we ignore your truth,
and turn away from your wisdom,
forgive us.
Forgive us and heal us, Lord,
that we may abide in your grace
and your love forever.

I
Because sin is so pervasive in both
our corporate and individual lives,
Christians and non-Christians are
called to come before the Father
with honesty and transparency,
confessing our brokenness and
asking for both forgiveness and
healing through Jesus Christ…

(moment of silent confession)

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

Christ has given the Church
authority to declare forgiveness
of sins in his name. Because of this,
when the liturgist proclaims that
your sins are forgiven, you can
know that Christ agrees.

Leader:

Through the power of the Holy Spirit,
God fills our souls with grace and wisdom.
It is from this grace that we have hope.
It is from this wisdom that we know God’s love.
It is from the living God that we find life and forgiveness.

All:

Amen.

GLORIA PATRI*
All:

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end.
Amen, amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE*

p|6

In response to such amazing grace,
we stand and burst forth into a
song of praise. And gratitude.
Not only to God the Father, but to
all three Persons of the Triune
God.

Worship isn’t meant to be in
isolation– it’s good to know who
you are sitting next too. Extend a
hand of friendship and peace to
those around you.
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The Bible is the primary means by
which God speaks. We read and
listen together, building up our
community in faith.

Romans 3:21-31
But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has
been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets
testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.
There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came
by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the
shedding of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his
righteousness, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand
unpunished— 26 he did it to demonstrate his righteousness at the present time, so as to
be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.
27
Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires
works? No, because of the law that requires faith. 28 For we maintain that a person is
justified by faith apart from the works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he
not the God of Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, 30 since there is only one God, who will
justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith. 31 Do we,
then, nullify the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we
uphold the law.

ILLUMINATION
MESSAGE — “A New Gospel?”
Romans, Part 2
Rev. Dr. Christopher Atwood

This is a unique opportunity to see
and hear the Scripture in a new
light.

Not just a teaching for living, this
is a time when Christ encounters his
people through his Word.

MESSAGE NOTES
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RESPOND
OFFERING

A note to visitors: The ministries of First Miami Presbyterian Church are
generously supported by the tithes and offerings of our members and
friends. You are our guest today. Please do not feel obligated to make a
financial contribution.

The God who was and is to come
The power of the Risen One
The God who brings the dead to life
You’re the God of miracles…
I believe in You.

DOXOLOGY*
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Your gift is an act of personal
worship to God in response to His
grace in your life.
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SEAL

PRAYER FOR COMMUNION
Pastor:
All:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

COMMUNION
At First Miami Presbyterian Church, we celebrate “open communion.”
This means that anyone who is baptized in any church is gladly invited to
come forward. We celebrate through “intinction”: come forward, take a
piece of bread, then dip it in the cup. Wine is in the red cup and grape
juice is in the clear cup. The bread is Gluten-free.

LORD’S PRAYER
All:

“The Eucharist is the definitive
action practiced in the Christian
community that keeps Jesus Christ
before us as the Savior of the world
and our Savior, and ourselves as
sinners in need of being saved. The
Eucharist is the sacramental act
that pulls us into actual material
participation with Christ (eating
and drinking bread and wine) as he
gives his very life “for us and for
our salvation” (cf., the Nicene
Creed)... The Eucharist puts Jesus
in his place: dying on the cross and
giving us that sacrificed life. And it
puts us in our place: opening our
hands and receiving the remission
of our sins, which is our salvation.”

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
• Eugene Peterson, Christ Plays
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
in Ten Thousand Places
debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever.
Amen.
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COMMUNITY LIFE
(Details on pages 14 & 15)

“Church” doesn’t end after an hour
on Sundays. It begins.

HYMN*
“GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS”
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there is no shadow of turning with thee.
Thou changest not; thy compassions they fail not. As thou hast been thou forever wilt be.
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning, new mercies I see.
All I have needed thy hand hath provided. Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest; sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning, new mercies I see.
All I have needed thy hand hath provided. Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow: blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning, new mercies I see.
All I have needed thy hand hath provided.
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!

BLESSING*
Based on Numbers 6:24–26
The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face shine on you
and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn his face toward you
and give you peace.

Christ reminds us that we are his
ambassadors. We are blessed that
we may bless others. Go into the
world and worship. Connect.
Serve. Make disciples. Love. Know
that you are loved.

Amen.

CREDITS
All Scripture references taken from the New International Version (NIV), unless otherwise noted.
All music is taken from Glory to God, unless otherwise noted.
CCLI #11151034
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY.
MONDAY- READ ROMANS 3:1–8
REFLECTION

Paul is arguing here with an imaginary opponent who says, “I can sin as much as a I
want because God not only will forgive me, but God will look extra forgiving the more I
mess up!” Paul’s response was simple: if we truly love God, we won’t want to keep living
in sin. Can you think of time where you justified doing or thinking something you
shouldn’t because you knew God would forgive it?

PRAY
Just and merciful God, help me know the depth of my sin and its consequences. May
I fall more and more in love with you and your truth so that sin becomes as
detestable to me as it is to you. Amen

TUESDAY- READ ROMANS 3:9-20 & PSALM 36
REFLECTION

Do you think people are basically good or basically bad…or somewhere in between? Paul
strongly argues here that no matter how good we might be or feel, we all fall
dramatically short of the righteousness God expects. As you look out at our world, where
do you see the brokenness of the world and where do you see God’s love breaking in?

PRAY
Holy God, our world just doesn’t measure up. I don’t measure up to even my own
standards let alone yours. I ask for forgiveness and pray that your love will pour out
on a world aching for restoration and redemption. Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY.
WEDNESDAY- READ ROMANS 3:21-31
REFLECTION

What an amazing text! It says, “…all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and
are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came through Christ Jesus.”
How astounding is it that God’s love is by grace, it comes to us absolutely freely with on
strings attached! Spend time today reflecting on the abounding and free love of God!

PRAY
God of love and grace, thank you. Thank you. Thank you for paying the price I could
not pay in order to save me a wretch like me. I once was lost but now am found, was
blind but now I see! Amen.

THURSDAY- READ ROMANS 4:1-17
REFLECTION

Paul uses Abraham to demonstrate that even the father of the Jewish people was saved
by grace and not faith. God does not bless us because we are good, but “God gives life
to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were.” When God sees us he
sees past our sin and envisions the best of what we could be.

PRAY
Lord, help me to remember that your blessings in my life are a gift and not a reward
I rightfully deserve. As you have forgiven me and set me free, may I also be a
forgive–er and use my freedom to set others free. Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY.
FRIDAY- READ ROMANS 4:18–25
REFLECTION

Abraham, even though he was an old man, believed that God could keep his promise to
give him children—even against all odds. Is there anything in your life that you think God
is calling you to do but you feel is impossible? Have you considered that God is calling
you have more faith and trust in His promise to you?

PRAY
Faithful God, help me to have faith in the face of fear and doubt. When things look
impossible to me, I remember that all things are possible for you. Grant to me the
kind of faith that can move mountains. Amen.

SATURDAY- READ ROMANS 5:1-5
REFLECTION

When we have faith in Christ something amazing happens…we receive peace with God
and the power of the Holy Spirit. God now is one with us and we become reconciled to
God. Knowing that God is this close, we can endure all things and sense the joy and
peace that come when the God of the universe comes into contact with the human heart.

PRAY
Lord, I desire peace in my heart and hope in the face of fear. I put my trust in you
and as I do I know that I stand in your presence as one accepted and beloved. Thank
you for the privilege of being your child and for the opportunity to live with you every
day of my life.
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UPCOMING EVENTS (MARK YOUR CALENDAR!)
Sun, Oct 1 – Family Fun Carnival
First Miami Fellowship Hall
TODAY after the 11am service, all kids and
their families are welcome to come to the free
“Family Fun Carnival” with games, bounce
houses, water games, prizes, snack foods, and
food trucks selling delicious food.
There is also be an opportunity to donate
money to support the efforts to help those
affected by Irma.
Mon, Oct 2 – Pub Theology
Baby Jane Pub (500 Brickell Ave.)
Tomorrow, grab a drink (of any kind!) with
Pastor Chris and others from the First Miami
community and discuss theological topics. This
is a great place to come with questions! Meet
at Baby Jane Pub at 7:15pm. Parking is
available at the church parking lot.
Wed, Oct 4 – Mark Bible Study
First Miami Fellowship Hall
Join Pastor Chris for an in-depth Bible Study at
7:15pm each Wednesday evening in the
Fellowship Hall! This is a college-level study
(but all levels of Bible knowledge are
welcome!) that is an Introduction to the Gospel
of Mark. A syllabus of the material class is
available online at firstmiami.org/biblestudy
or at the Get Involved table in the lobby. It
continues this Wednesday in the Fellowship
Hall. Light snacks will be served!

Volunteer Cards
This month, we are inviting people to get more
involved and help the First Miami church
family. For the next 3 Sundays, you will have
an opportunity to fill out the “Volunteer Card”
attached to your bulletin and indicate what
ministry opportunities you would like to
volunteer for and/or recommit to volunteering
in a ministry area where you currently serve.
Turn in the Volunteer card to the “Volunteer
Table” in the sanctuary to the right of the altar
and receive a free “swag bag” filled with lots of
First Miami loot including a coffee mug,
stickers, a note pad, stress ball, pen, etc.
Sun, Oct 8 – Congregational Meeting
First Miami Sanctuary
There is a congregational meeting for all
members of First Miami on October 8 after the
11am service. This meeting is being called to
discuss important matters including the
nomination of a Pastoral Nominations
Committee.
Sun, Oct 15 – New Members Class
First Miami Fellowship Hall
If you would like to go deeper in your faith by
making a commitment to follow Jesus and
serve his church, come to the New Members
class following the 11am service on Sunday,
October 15 in the Fellowship Hall. Lunch will
be served!

CHURCH CALENDAR
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THURS

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

10am PRAYER
MEETING
11am WORSHIP
SERVICE
12pm FAMILY
FUN CARNIVAL
6pm WORSHIP
SERVICE
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firstmiami.org/calendar

12pm
CONTEMPLAIVE
PRAYER
7:15pm PUB
THEOLOGY

8pm AA
MEETING

6pm CREATIVE
ARTS &
WORSHIP
7pm BIBLE
STUDY

8pm AA
MEETING

7pm AA
MEETING
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MINISTRIES OF FIRST MIAMI
Bible Study
Grow deeper in your faith and connect
with a spiritual community during the
week by coming to Bible Study on
Wednesdays at 7:15pm led by Pastor
Chris. firstmiami.org/biblestudy

Children’s Ministry
There are regular programs designed for
kids and their parents including MOPS
(Mother’s of Preschoolers), Parents’ Night
Out, and special events during and after
services. To find a list of all the
opportunities, visit our website.
firstmiami.org/kids

Mission
There are opportunities to serve our
community (locally and internationally)
happening all the time. Check out our
website to find the latest opportunities
and to register to help.
firstmiami.org/ministries/mission

Small Groups
Join a small group of men or women who
meet regularly, following the core
Christian practices together. Groups meet

at different times and places throughout
the city. Contact anna@fpcmiami.org

Volunteer
Have an untapped talent or willingness to
serve? We need your help in the following
areas: greeting/ushering, Worship Tech,
Children’s Ministry, Fellowship event
planning and decorating, and more! Fill
out a Connect Card and check “volunteer”
or go online for a complete list.
firstmiami.org/volunteer

Prayer & Support
Come to pray for the services on Sundays at
10am in the Mom’s Room. If you have a
prayer need or you need assistance, fill out
a “Connect Card” in the pew or email the
church office with your need request.
info@firstmiami.org

Follow Us
Keep up with everything that is happening
around First Miami by connecting with us
through our Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram
feed @firstmiamipres. Also, download our
app by searching “First Miami Presbyterian”
on your mobile device.

FIRST MIAMI CONTACTS:
Pastor Chris Atwood, Pastor

pastorchris@firstmiami.org

John Hardt, Worship Director

john.hardt@firstmiami.org

Carolina Modenessy, Children’s Ministry Director

kids@firstmiami.org

Martin Mola, Property Manager

martin.mola@firstmiami.org

Anna E. Rosas, Covenant Life Director

anna.rosas@firstmiami.org

Jenn Atwood, Communications Director

jenn.atwood@firstmiami.org

Natalie Rowe, Church Administrator

natalie.rowe@firstmiami.org

Amarilis Betancourt, Receptionist

info@firstmiami.org
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CHURCH MAP
Our Church has two distinct sections: the sanctuary & chapel in the front, and the
Children’s wing & Fellowship hall in the back. On Sundays, people are encouraged to
enter either from the side entrances or the front entrances. The parking lot is
available during the worship services.

First Miami Kids
Sundays @ 11:00am
Sunday School program
Sanctuary
Sundays @ 11:00am
Worship Service
Flagler Chapel
Sundays @ 6:00pm
Worship Service
Fellowship Hall
Various Events

Address ✦ 609 Brickell Ave. Miami, FL 33131 | Phone ✦ 305.371.3439
Web ✦ www.firstmiami.org | Email ✦ info@firstmiami.org

First Miami Presbyterian Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (USA).

