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Hello! 
WELCOME TO CHURCH! 
We are truly glad that you are here. You hold in your hands an order of worship. But it is 
much more than that. It is a liturgy. Liturgy means “work of the people.” You are invited to 
this work. The work of worship in song, prayer, scripture, confession, and words. The work 
of community life together. The work of being present. The work of going deep. In 
relationship to God and to one another. You will find songs both new and old. Prayers 
ancient and modern. Confessions and creeds. Engaging messages. Family. 

It is the mission of First Miami to see everyone—those who come through our doors every 
week, guests, old friends, Brickell residents and beyond—come to know and love Jesus like 
we do. We strive for authentic community with one another. And we try to make disciples of 
Jesus who gather, worship, serve, learn, heal, and give. With hearts and minds and lives 
open to God’s calling. 

May you find a home with us. May you know God’s grace shining upon you this very 
moment and always. Thank you for joining us today. We look forward to joining you in this 
liturgy. Please visit our Welcome Center in the lobby, download the app, and check out our 
website at firstmiami.org and learn how to get connected. 

WELCOME FAMILIES! 
First Miami is family. You and yours are most welcome. It is our prayer that you will find a 
home in our community whatever your stage of life. Our dynamic KIDS ministry meets 
every Sunday behind the sanctuary with programs for all ages. For everyone’s safety, we 
ask that you accompany your child(ren) to the Sunday school entrance to check-in. If you 
need help finding it, check out our map or find a greeter who will help show you the way.  
Welcome to the family.



GATHER 
PRELUDE 

REFLECTION 
When you try your best but you don't succeed 
When you get what you want but not what you need 
When you feel so tired but you can't sleep  
Stuck in reverse. 

And the tears come streaming down your face  
When you lose something you can't replace  
When you love someone but it goes to waste  
Could it be worse? 

Lights will guide you home  
  —Coldplay 

CALL TO WORSHIP* 
FROM PSALM 25 
Leader: In you, Lord my God, I put my trust. 
   I trust in you; do not let me be put to shame, 
        nor let my enemies triumph over me.  
All:    No one who hopes in you will ever be put to shame, 
    but shame will come on those who are treacherous without cause. 

Leader:   Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths. 
All:    Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, 
        and my hope is in you all day long. 

Leader:   Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, for they are from of old. 
All:    Do not remember the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; 
    according to your love remember me, for you, Lord, are good.
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Worship is a unique opportunity.  
It is active participation. It is the 
work of remembering God’s story.  
In song and in scripture. In prayer 
and mediation. Here we meet God 
face to face and celebrate what He 
has done. 

Prepare. Be Still. Quiet your heart. 
Breathe deep. Receive the Holy 
Spirit. Expect miracles.  Listen. 
Reflect on the thoughts printed 
here.  

*Indicates congregation standing, if able



HYMNS* 
“JOYFUL, JOYFUL, WE ADORE THEE” 
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, 
God of glory, Lord of love! 
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, 
opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; 
drive the dark of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, 
fill us with the light of day. 

All thy works with joy surround thee; 
earth and heaven reflect thy rays; 
stars and angels sing around thee, 
center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain, 
call us to rejoice in thee. 

Mortals, join the happy chorus 
which the morning stars began. 
Love divine is reigning o'er us, 
joining all in heaven's plan. 
Ever singing, march we onward, 
victors in the midst of strife. 
Joyful music leads us sunward 
in the triumph song of life. 
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Singing is bigger than words on a 
page. So make these words your 
words. Belt it out in a sung prayer 
to God. Sing with all your heart.
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“GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS” 
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father 
there is no shadow of turning with thee.  
Thou changest not; thy compassions they fail not. 
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness!  
Morning by morning, new mercies I see. 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!  

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,  
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
join with all nature in manifold witness 
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love.  
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning, new mercies I see.  
All I have needed thy hand hath provided.  
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!  

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,  
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow:  
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning, new mercies I see. 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided.  
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!  
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CONFESSION 
Leader: God’s mercy is deeper than the depths of the   
    sea, and God’s grace is wider than the whole  
     of the earth.  
   Trusting in that mercy and that grace,  
    let us make our confession. 
All:   Holy God,  
    we open our hearts to you this day,       
    and offer the truth of our lives: 
     The fear that stifles us… 
     The prejudice that blinds us… 
     The ignorance that hobbles us… 
     The doubt that plagues us…       

(silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Christ has given the Church 
authority to declare forgiveness 
of sins in his name. Because of this, 
when the liturgist proclaims that 
your sins are forgiven, you can 
know that Christ agrees.

Because sin is so pervasive in both 
our corporate and individual lives, 
Christians and non-Christians are 
called to come before the Father 
with honesty and transparency, 
confessing our brokenness and 
asking for both forgiveness and 
healing through Jesus Christ… 
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GLORIA PATRI* 

PASSING OF THE PEACE* 

ANTHEM 
Through trials and troubles, your love will go on 
For even my weakness is strong 
Not death nor disaster will keep me from you 
I’m not afraid anymore 

Worship isn’t meant to be in 
isolation– it’s good to know who 
you are sitting next too. Extend a 
hand of friendship and peace to 
those around you.
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PROCLAIM 
SCRIPTURE 
James 1 
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations: 
Greetings.  2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 
4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe 
and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed 
by the wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a 
person is double-minded and unstable in all they do. 
9 Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. 10 But the 
rich should take pride in their humiliation—since they will pass away like a wild flower. 
11 For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its 
beauty is destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even while they go about 
their business. 
12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that 
person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 
13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted 
by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged 
away by their own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives 
birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 
16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like 
shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be 
a kind of firstfruits of all he created. 
19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow 
to speak and slow to become angry, 20 because human anger does not produce the 
righteousness that God desires. 21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is 
so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you. 
22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone 
who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face 
in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he 
looks like. 25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and 
continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in 
what they do. 
         (Continued on next page) 

The Bible is the primary means by 
which God speaks.  We read and 
listen together, building up our 
community in faith.
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26 Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their 
tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. 27 Religion that God our 
Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their 
distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 

MESSAGE — “Struggles” 
Preacher: Che Scott 

MESSAGE NOTES 

RESPOND 
OFFERING 
Earth has no sorrow 
That Heaven can't cure 

Not just a teaching for living, this 
is a time when Christ encounters his 
people through his Word.

Your gift is an act of personal 
worship to God in response to His 
grace in your life.  



FOLLOW 
COMMUNITY LIFE 
(Details on pages 14 & 15) 

HYMN* 
“GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS” (REPRISE) 
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father 
there is no shadow of turning with thee.  
Thou changest not; thy compassions they fail not. 
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be. Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness!  
Morning by morning, new mercies I see. 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided. 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!  

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide,  
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow:  
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!  
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Great is thy faithfulness! 
Morning by morning, new mercies I see. 
All I have needed thy hand hath provided.  
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord unto me!  

BLESSING 
Based on Numbers 6:24–26 
The Lord bless you and keep you;  
 the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;  
the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.  
Amen. 

CREDITS 
All Scripture references taken from the New International Version (NIV), unless otherwise noted. 
All music is taken from Glory to God, unless otherwise noted. 
CCLI #11151034
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“Church” doesn’t end after an hour 
on Sundays. It begins.

Christ reminds us that we are his 
ambassadors. We are blessed that 
we may bless others. Go into the 
world and worship. Connect.  
Serve. Make disciples. Love. Know 
that you are loved.
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D E V O T I O N

GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
MONDAY- JAMES 1:1–16 

REFLECTION 
This first section is all about temptation and the goodness of God. Is there anything in 
your life that you continue to “blame” God for? We often feel this way, but the text says 
that God never tempts us that our “own evil desire” leads us astray. Spend time today 
repenting for the ways your desires have led you astray. 

PRAY 
Loving Lord, please forgive me for blaming you for all of my problems. Help me to 
not follow the evil desires of my heart but, instead, to humbly follow you and trust in 
your goodness. Amen.

TUESDAY- READ JAMES 1:17–27 

REFLECTION 
The text today says, “Do not merely listen to the word…do what it says.” We often treat 
God’s Word like great recommendations, but James implores us to take it more seriously 
and says that our actions matter more than we think. Spend some time today reflecting 
on how your actions might not be in full alignment with God’s will and consider what 
changes you will make.  

PRAY 
God of Action, you call us to DO what you ask, not pray about it, think about it, or 
even ignore it. Give me the courage today to respond in faith when you call. Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
WEDNESDAY- READ JAMES 2:1–13 

REFLECTION 
James ask us not to show favoritism but to truly love all people as if they were 
ourselves. In other words, James is wondering if the church discriminates or if it truly 
embodies the all-encompassing love of God. Do you show any favoritism? What sorts of 
people are you naturally drawn to and what sorts of people do you naturally shy away 
from? 

PRAY 
God of All People, help me to not show favoritism or discriminate against anyone you 
love. May my mind and heart always be open to receive the people you place in my 
path. Amen.

THURSDAY- READ JAMES 2:14–26 

REFLECTION 
James is deeply concerned that belief and action go together. In other words, if you say 
you know Jesus and seek to follow Him but don’t do what he says…that’s as good as not 
knowing Christ at all. These are hard words. Spend some time today asking God to 
reveal to you ways that your beliefs and actions are not in alignment. 

PRAY 
Dear God, please help me to have wholeness in my life so that my head and heart 
are working as one. May my faith be alive and active in me every single day. Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
FRIDAY- READ JAMES 3:1–12 

REFLECTION 
James is amazed that the same tongue that often praises God is the same tongue that 
also curses people. Our words have the potential do cause so much blessing but also so 
much pain and hurt. Do your friends say that you are kind and that you speak goodness 
and blessing? Spend time today reflecting on how you can use your tongue for good… 

PRAY 
God of Righteousness, may every single word that is formed on my lips today glorify 
you. May every single word that comes out of my mouth lift those around me up. 
Amen.

SATURDAY- READ JAMES 3:13–18 

REFLECTION 
Bad belief often leads to bad behavior. Wisdom, however, “reaps a harvest of 
righteousness.” Who is the wisest person you know? What made her or him wise? Spend 
some time today exploring if any of your “beliefs” are causing you pain and ask God to 
give you wisdom instead. 

PRAY 
God of Wisdom, you know all things and always act in accordance with truth. Help 
me to seek your wisdom and find it and live in such a way that produces peace in 
every corner of my life. Amen.
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UPCOMING EVENTS (MARK YOUR CALENDAR!)  
New Members Class 
Fellowship Hall 
Want to take the next step and make a 
commitment to become a member of First 
Miami and serve in the mission of the 
church?  There will be a new member 
class today after the 11am and 6pm 
services.  This is a place to find out more 
about the church and how you can get 
involved.  Food will be served!  
Winter Wonderland Festival 
First Miami 
Join us for a fun-filled Winter Wonderland 
Festival on Sunday, January 21 from 
12-2pm. There will be a magical snow 
surprise at noon, bounce houses, an 
obstacle course, pony rides, train rides, 
raffle prizes, food trucks, and more. Also, 
there is a raffle where you can win lots of 
cool prizes! To volunteer, sign-up at the 
Get Involved table in the lobby or email 
Carolina at kids@firstmiami.org.  Come 
to our decoration parties in the Fellowship 
Hall on 1/19 at 8pm or 1/20 at 8pm (no 
kids, only decorators please!) 
Small Groups 
Do you want to be a part of a vibrant 
community of people who talk, pray, and 
share in life together?  Small groups are 
open on different nights of the week and 
for different interests.  Find a group that is 
right for you at the sign-up table in the 
lobby or at firstmiami.org/groups.  
Miami Rescue Mission Meal Service 
Miami Rescue Mission 
Join us as we provide lunch for the 
homeless at Miami Rescue Mission on 
Saturday, Jan. 20 from 10am-1pm. Please 
sign up soon at firstmiami.org/mission 
as space is limited.  To help contribute, 
please bring donations of bottled water to 
the church next Sunday, January 14. 

Blood Drive 
First Miami Parking Lot 
There are blood shortages every year, and 
this year, help to give the best gift: the 
gift of life and health to someone else.  
Come to the Blood Drive in the First Miami 
parking lot on Sunday, January 21 from 
12-3:00pm.  Sign-ups are in the lobby. 
Visit from Evalyn Wakhusama 
Conference Room 
Evalyn Wakhusama, the Founder and 
Director of the Nambale Magnet School in 
Nambale, Kenya is visiting First Miami 
next week, Sunday, January 21.  The 
school has been open for 10 years and has 
350 children enrolled from ages 3 to 15 
years.  Meet her in the Conference Room 
after the 11am service next week. 
Congregational Meeting 
Fellowship Hall 
We will be holding a congregational 
meeting on February 11, 2018 after the 
11am service.  The purpose of this annual 
meeting will be to approval Pastor Chris’s 
“terms of call,” elect Elder and Deacons, 
vote on a recommend bylaw change 
concerning the number of available 
session positions, and receive reports.  
Habitat for Humanity Build 
First Miami is gathering a team of 
volunteers to help build a home on 
Saturday, February 17 from 7:30-3pm. 
Our primary task will be exterior painting. 
No experience or tools are needed. 
Children must be 16 or older. Please go to 
firstmiami.org/habitat to register and 
be a part of this big event!  
Marathon Sunday 
There will be no regular 11am service on 
Marathon Sunday, January 28.  Instead, 
come to the 6pm service and/or cheer on 
runners starting at 9am. 
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MINISTRIES OF FIRST MIAMI
Children’s Ministry 

There are regular programs designed for 
kids and their parents and special events 
during and after services throughout the 
year.  To find a list of all the opportunities, 
visit our website. firstmiami.org/kids 
Mission 

There are opportunities to serve our 
community (locally and internationally) 
happening all the time.  Check out our 
website to find the latest opportunities 
and to register to help.         
firstmiami.org/ministries/mission  
Small Groups 
Join a small group of men or women who 
meet regularly, following the core 
Christian practices together. Groups meet 
at different times and places throughout 
the city.  anna.rosas@firstmiami.org 

Volunteer 

Have an untapped talent or willingness to 
serve?  We need your help in the following 
areas: greeting/ushering, Worship Tech, 
Children’s Ministry, Fellowship event 
planning and decorating, and more!  Fill 
out a Connect Card and check “volunteer” 
or go online for complete list.         
firstmiami.org/volunteer 

Prayer & Support  

If you  have a prayer need or you need 
assistance, fill out a “Connect Card” in the 
pew or write an email to the church office  
info@firstmiami.org.  A time of prayer is 
also held each Sunday at 10am. 

Follow Us 

Keep up with everything that is happening 
around First Miami by connecting with us 
through our Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram 
feed @firstmiamipres.  Also, download our 
app by searching “First Miami Presbyterian” 
on your mobile device.   

FIRST MIAMI CONTACTS:
Pastor Chris Atwood, Pastor     pastorchris@firstmiami.org 

John Hardt, Worship Director    john.hardt@firstmiami.org 

Carolina Modenessy, Children’s Ministry Director  kids@firstmiami.org  

Martin Mola, Property Manager    martin.mola@firstmiami.org 

Anna E. Rosas, Covenant Life Director   anna.rosas@firstmiami.org 

Jenn Atwood, Communications Director   jenn.atwood@firstmiami.org 

Natalie Rowe, Church Administrator   natalie.rowe@firstmiami.org 

Amarilis Betancourt, Receptionist    info@firstmiami.org 



CHURCH MAP 
Our Church has two distinct sections: the sanctuary & chapel in the front, and the 
Children’s wing & Fellowship hall in the back.  On Sundays, people are encouraged to 
enter either from the side entrances or the front entrances.  The parking lot is 
available during the worship services. 

First Miami Kids  
Sundays @ 11:00am 
Sunday School program 

Sanctuary  
Sundays @ 11:00am 
Worship Service 

Flagler Chapel 
Sundays @ 6:00pm 
Worship Service 

Fellowship Hall 
Various Events 

Address ✦ 609 Brickell Ave. Miami, FL  33131 |  Phone ✦  305.371.3439 
Web ✦ www.firstmiami.org  |  Email ✦ info@firstmiami.org 

First Miami Presbyterian Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (USA).


