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Hello! 
WELCOME TO CHURCH! 
We are truly glad that you are here. You hold in your hands an order of worship. But it is 
much more than that. It is a liturgy. Liturgy means “work of the people.” You are invited to 
this work. The work of worship in song, prayer, scripture, confession, and words. The work 
of community life together. The work of being present. The work of going deep. In 
relationship to God and to one another. You will find songs both new and old. Prayers 
ancient and modern. Confessions and creeds. Engaging messages. Family. 

It is the mission of First Miami to see everyone—those who come through our doors every 
week, guests, old friends, Brickell residents and beyond—come to know and love Jesus like 
we do. We strive for authentic community with one another. And we try to make disciples of 
Jesus who gather, worship, serve, learn, heal, and give. With hearts and minds and lives 
open to God’s calling. 

May you find a home with us. May you know God’s grace shining upon you this very 
moment and always. Thank you for joining us today. We look forward to joining you in this 
liturgy. Please visit our Welcome Center in the lobby, download the app, and check out our 
website at firstmiami.org and learn how to get connected. 

WELCOME FAMILIES! 
First Miami is family. You and yours are most welcome. It is our prayer that you will find a 
home in our community whatever your stage of life. Our dynamic KIDS ministry meets 
every Sunday behind the sanctuary with programs for all ages. For everyone’s safety, we 
ask that you accompany your child(ren) to the Sunday school entrance to check-in. If you 
need help finding it, check out our map or find a greeter who will help show you the way.  
Welcome to the family.



GATHER 
PRELUDE 

REFLECTION 
One life 
With each other 
Sisters 
Brothers 

One life 
But we're not the same 
We get to 
Carry each other 
Carry each other 

One...  
  -U2 

CALL TO WORSHIP* 
FROM PSALM 133 
Leader: It is truly wonderful when sisters and brothers live together in unity. 
All:    It is like the dew falling on the mountains,  
    where the Lord has promised to bless his people with life   
    forevermore. 

Leader:   How good and pleasant it is when God's people live together in unity! 
All:    It is as if the dew were falling on God's mountain. 

Leader:   For there the Lord bestows his blessing, even life forevermore. 
All:    How very good and pleasant it is when we live together in unity!   
   It is like the dew falling on the mountains,  
    for there the Lord ordained his blessing, life forevermore.
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Worship is a unique opportunity.  
It is active participation. It is the 
work of remembering God’s story.  
In song and in scripture. In prayer 
and mediation. Here we meet God 
face to face and celebrate what He 
has done. 

Prepare. Be Still. Quiet your heart. 
Breathe deep. Receive the Holy 
Spirit. Expect miracles.  Listen. 
Reflect on the thoughts printed 
here.  

*Indicates congregation standing, if able



HYMNS* 
“HOLY, HOLY, HOLY” 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;  
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!  
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!  

Holy, holy, holy! though the darkness hide Thee,  
Though the eye of sinfulness Thy glory may not see,  
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee  
Perfect in power, in love, and purity.  

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  
All Thy works shall praise Thy Name,  
in earth, and sky, and sea;  
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!  
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!  

“COME THOU FOUNT” 
Come Thou fount of every blessing  
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace  
Streams of mercy never ceasing  
Call for songs of loudest praise  
Teach me some melodious sonnet  
Sung by flaming tongues above  
Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it  
Mount of Thy redeeming love  

Here I raise mine Ebenezer  
Hither by Thy help I come 
And I hope by Thy good pleasure  
Safely to arrive at home 
Jesus sought me when a stranger  
Wandering from the fold of God  
He, to rescue me from danger  
Interposed His precious blood  

O to grace how great a debtor 
Daily I'm constrained to be! 
Let Thy goodness like a fetter 
Bind my wandering heart to Thee  
Prone to wander Lord I feel it 
Prone to leave the God I love 
Here's my heart Lord, take and seal it  
Seal it for Thy courts above  
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Singing is bigger than words on a 
page. So make these words your 
words. Belt it out in a sung prayer 
to God. Sing with all your heart.



CONFESSION 
Leader: The proof of God’s amazing love is this: 
   While we were sinners Christ died for us.  
   Because we have faith in God, 
   We dare to approach our Lord with confidence. 
   Let us pray. 
   Merciful God, we are people who still love   
    darkness rather than light;  
   Instead of living in the light that brings us to unity; 
   Because of our prejudice, we justify living separated. 
All:   Come and renew us, Loving God. 

Leader: We search for knowledge and see ourselves blameless, 
   But loads of information doesn’t help us come closer to our  
    brothers and sisters in Christ. 
All:   Come and restore us, Reconciling God. 

Leader: We experience your redeeming love and occasionally we are friendly with   
    someone else;  
   But we do not stand firmly enough to include our brothers and sisters  
    with the same faith. 

All:   Come and heal us, Merciful God. 
Leader: Even though our Lord Jesus prayed for his disciples to become  
    completely one in you. 
   We, your disciples, divide your body and  
    neglect your church and your community. 

All:   Shine upon us with your grace,  
    Lord Jesus Christ, light of the world.        

(silent confession) 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader: The good news is this— 
    Jesus came into the world to save us— 
   to save us from our prejudice and gave us the  
    revelation that brings us closer to God and  
     our brothers and sisters in Christ.  
   Jesus’ eternal love surpasses any deed of ours and covers all of our sins.  
   In Jesus we are accepted, included, and formed into a community with  
    all of the redeemed of the Lord coming from the all corners of the earth!  
   Amen.
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Christ has given the Church 
authority to declare forgiveness 
of sins in his name. Because of this, 
when the liturgist proclaims that 
your sins are forgiven, you can 
know that Christ agrees.

Because sin is so pervasive in both 
our corporate and individual lives, 
Christians and non-Christians are 
called to come before the Father 
with honesty and transparency, 
confessing our brokenness and 
asking for both forgiveness and 
healing through Jesus Christ… 



GLORIA PATRI* 

PASSING OF THE PEACE* 

ANTHEM 
“O COME TO THE ALTAR” 

O come to the altar 
The Father's arms are open wide  
Forgiveness was bought with 
The precious blood of Jesus Christ 
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Worship isn’t meant to be in 
isolation– it’s good to know who 
you are sitting next too. Extend a 
hand of friendship and peace to 
those around you.
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PROCLAIM 
SCRIPTURE 
John 6:25–59 
25 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did 
you get here?” 
26 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw the 
signs I performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 27 Do not work for 
food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give 
you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.” 
28 Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” 
29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.” 
30 So they asked him, “What sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? 
What will you do? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: ‘He 
gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 
32 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread 
from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the 
bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 
34 “Sir,” they said, “always give us this bread.” 
35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But as I told you, you have 
seen me and still you do not believe. 37 All those the Father gives me will come to me, 
and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 38 For I have come down from heaven 
not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who 
sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the last 
day. 40 For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him 
shall have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” 
41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, “I am the bread 
that came down from heaven.” 42 They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose 
father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” 
43 “Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. 44 “No one can come to me unless the 
Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at the last day. 45 It is written in the 
Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from 
him comes to me. 46 No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he 
has seen the Father. 47 Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. 48 I am 
the bread of life. 49 Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they died. 50 But 
here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. 51 I 
am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live 
forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews 
began to argue sharply among themselves, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 
         (continued on next page) 

The Bible is the primary means by 
which God speaks.  We read and 
listen together, building up our 
community in faith.
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53 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my 
blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day. 55 For my flesh is real food 
and my blood is real drink. 56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, 
and I in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the 
one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from 
heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live 
forever.” 59 He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 

MESSAGE — “The Bread of Life” 
Rev. Dr. Christopher Atwood 

MESSAGE NOTES 

Not just a teaching for living, this 
is a time when Christ encounters his 
people through his Word.
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RESPOND 
OFFERING 

SEAL 
PRAYER FOR COMMUNION  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
All:   And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
COMMUNION 
At First Miami Presbyterian Church, we celebrate “open communion.”  
This means that anyone who is baptized in any church is gladly invited to 
come forward.  We celebrate through “intinction”: come forward, take a 
piece of bread, then dip it in the cup.  Wine is in the red cup and grape 
juice is in the clear cup.  The bread is Gluten-free. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
All: Our Father who art in heaven,  
   hallowed be thy name.    
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,     
    on earth as it is in heaven.   
  Give us this day our daily bread.   
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our   
  debtors.   
  And lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil.   
  For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever.   
  Amen. 

“The Eucharist is the definitive 
action practiced in the Christian 
community that keeps Jesus Christ 
before us as the Savior of the world 
and our Savior, and ourselves as 
sinners in need of being saved. The 
Eucharist is the sacramental act 
that pulls us into actual material 
participation with Christ (eating 
and drinking bread and wine) as he 
gives his very life “for us and for 
our salvation” (cf., the Nicene 
Creed)... The Eucharist puts Jesus 
in his place: dying on the cross and 
giving us that sacrificed life. And it 
puts us in our place: opening our 
hands and receiving the remission 
of our sins, which is our salvation.”  

• Eugene Peterson, Christ Plays 
in Ten Thousand Places



FOLLOW 
COMMUNITY LIFE 
(Details on pages 14 & 15) 

HYMN* 
“HOLY, HOLY, HOLY” (REPRISE) 
Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  
Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee;  
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!  
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!  

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty!  
All Thy works shall praise Thy Name,  
in earth, and sky, and sea;  
Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty!  
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity!  

BLESSING 
Based on Numbers 6:24–26 
The Lord bless you and keep you;  
the Lord make his face shine on you  
 and be gracious to you; 
the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace. Amen. 

CREDITS 
All Scripture references taken from the New International Version (NIV), unless otherwise noted. 
All music is taken from Glory to God, unless otherwise noted. 
CCLI #11151034
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“Church” doesn’t end after an hour 
on Sundays. It begins.

Christ reminds us that we are his 
ambassadors. We are blessed that 
we may bless others. Go into the 
world and worship. Connect.  
Serve. Make disciples. Love. Know 
that you are loved.
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D E V O T I O N

GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
MONDAY- JOHN 6:1–4 

REFLECTION 
The text says that a great crowd followed Jesus because “they saw the signs he had 
performed by healing the sick.” Have you ever observed a healing that you believe was 
from God? Have you experienced one yourself? If not, do you believe miraculous healing 
happens today? Spend time today talking to God about how you might wish God would 
show you a sign or healing today.  

PRAY 
Healing God, in the midst of our broken world show me a sign that you are real. 
Bring healing to my friend _______ who is sick and may your goodness be revealed. 
Amen.

TUESDAY- READ JOHN 6:5–14 

REFLECTION 
The story of the feeding of the five thousand teaches us that God is not limited by what 
we can see. Instead, God can take a small act of faith and do something incredible. The 
kingdom of God is not a zero sum game. Spend time today reflecting on what small act 
of faith you can offer to God (your 5 loaves and 2 fish) pray that God would bless you 
abundantly. 

PRAY 
God of abundance, with you all things are possible. Help me to believe that you have 
great things in store for me and miracles are possible when everything seems 
impossible. Give me faith and courage to believe in your power. Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
WEDNESDAY- READ JOHN 6:16–24 

REFLECTION 
It is not clear if the disciples were afraid because of the storm or of Jesus’s walking on 
the water, or both. Nonetheless, Jesus says, “It is I; don’t be afraid.” So, they took him 
into the boat. How might you take Jesus “into your boat?” Is there a part of your life that 
you are unwilling to let Jesus into? Even with our biggest challenges, inviting Jesus in 
need not be fearful, for he can calm the storms. 

PRAY 
Loving God, help me to not be afraid of what it would mean to let you into my life. 
Even in the stormiest parts of my life I’m willing to let you take the helm and guide 
me safely to shore. Amen.

THURSDAY- READ JOHN 6:25–34 

REFLECTION 
One can feel Jesus’s frustration in this passage. They keep asking Jesus for “proof” that 
he is the One and yet he tells them that they must “believe.” It is far more difficult to 
believe than it is to have simply have proof, and yet God knew that for some people 
there would never be enough proof. What ideas or thoughts or questions make you 
doubt God and are you ready to simply believe, even if you don’t fully understand? 

PRAY 
God of faith, help me to believe even when I have doubts. You came to our world not 
offering proofs but your very self. Help my heart to be receptive and ease my mind 
as I seek to believe. Amen.
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GPSGROW.PRAY.STUDY. 
FRIDAY- READ JOHN 6:35–59 

REFLECTION 
One of the more controversial statements Jesus makes is this: “No one can come to me 
unless the Father who sent me draws them.” Jesus’s message is so countercultural and 
often counter-rational that only by divine initiative are we able to unwind our selfish 
hearts and turn to God. Have you felt God doing this in your life? When you look back on 
your life, can you see God taking the lead in drawing you back? 

PRAY 
Almighty God, thank you for saving me! If my life were all in my hands I don’t know 
where I’d be. But thank you, thank you, thank you! I once was lost but now am 
found, was blind but now I see! Amen.

SATURDAY- READ JOHN 6:60–71 

REFLECTION 
This sad text describes how many of Jesus’s disciples left him after they discovered how 
difficult his teaching was. However, when Peter thought about leaving he said, “Lord, to 
whom shall we go?” Peter recognized that even though Jesus’s way was hard, all the 
other “ways” were worse! What are the things that tempt you to fall away from Jesus? 

PRAY 
Faithful God, help me to be faithful to you. Even when times get tough help me to 
remember that you alone have the words of eternal life. Amen.



p |  14

A N N O U N C E M E N T S

UPCOMING EVENTS (MARK YOUR CALENDAR!)  
Un-Deck the Halls 
There is a quick clean-up effort to put 
away all the Christmas decorations TODAY 
after the 11am service.  Lots of hands 
make light work! 
Small Groups 
Do you want to be a part of a vibrant 
community of people who talk, pray, and 
share in life together?  First Miami 2018 
small groups are being open on different 
nights of the week and for different 
interests.  Find a group that is right for 
you at firstmiami.org/groups. 
Catamaran Tour 
Biscayne Bay 
First Miami will be taking a 3-hour tour on 
a catamaran in Biscayne Bay on Sunday, 
January 14 at 2:00pm.  There will be 
sight-seeing and (weather permitting) 
swimming in the bay— so bring your 
bathing suit!  Space is limited, so sign-up 
at firstmiami.org/catamaran. 
New Members Class 
Fellowship Hall 
Want to take the next step and make a 
commitment to become a member of First 
Miami and serve in the mission of the 
church?  There will be a new member 
class on Sunday, January 14 after the 
11am and 6pm services.  This is a place to 
find out more about the church and how 
you can get involved.  Food will be served! 
Cornell University Chorus 
First Miami 
The Cornell University Chorus is 
embarking on its 2018 tour of the Gulf 
Coast, and will be visiting Miami on 
Thursday, January 18.  Come to First 
Miami at 7:00pm for this special concert.  
Tickets are available for $20 at the doors.  
cuchorus.com/gulf-coast-tour-2018  

Miami Rescue Mission Meal Service 
Miami Rescue Mission 
Join us as we provide lunch for the 
homeless at Miami Rescue Mission on 
Saturday, Jan. 20 from 10am-1pm. Please 
sign up soon at firstmiami.org/mission 
as space is limited.  To help contribute, 
please bring donations of bottled water to 
the church next Sunday, January 14. 
Winter Wonderland Festival 
First Miami 
Join us for a fun-filled Winter Wonderland 
Festival on Sunday, January 21st from 
12-2pm. To volunteer, sign-up at the Get 
Involved table in the lobby or email 
Carolina at kids@firstmiami.org.  Come 
to our decoration parties in the Fellowship 
Hall on 1/19 at 8pm or 1/20 at 8pm (no 
kids, only decorators please!)  

Blood Drive 
First Miami Parking Lot 
There are blood shortages every year, and 
this year, help to give the best gift: the 
gift of life and health to someone else.  
Come to the Blood Drive in the First Miami 
parking lot on Sunday, January 21 from 
12-3:00pm.  Make an appointment online 
by going to oneblooddonor.org and use 
sponsor code #38924 or just come. 
Congregational Meeting 
Fellowship Hall 
We will be holding a congregational 
meeting on February 11, 2018 after the 
11am service.  The purpose of this annual 
meeting will be to approval Pastor Chris’s 
“terms of call,” elect Elder and Deacons, 
vote on a recommend bylaw change 
concerning the number of available 
session positions, and receive reports. 
Stay turned for more information later in 
January, but for now please save the date.  
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MINISTRIES OF FIRST MIAMI
Children’s Ministry 

There are regular programs designed for 
kids and their parents including MOPS 
(Mother’s of Preschoolers), Parents’ Night 
Out, and special events during and after 
services.  To find a list of all the 
opportunities, visit our website. 
firstmiami.org/kids 
Mission 

There are opportunities to serve our 
community (locally and internationally) 
happening all the time.  Check out our 
website to find the latest opportunities 
and to register to help.         
firstmiami.org/ministries/mission  
Small Groups 
Join a small group of men or women who 
meet regularly, following the core 
Christian practices together. Groups meet 
at different times and places throughout 
the city.  anna.rosas@firstmiami.org 

Volunteer 

Have an untapped talent or willingness to 
serve?  We need your help in the following 
areas: greeting/ushering, Worship Tech, 
Children’s Ministry, Fellowship event 
planning and decorating, and more!  Fill 
out a Connect Card and check “volunteer” 
or go online for complete list.         
firstmiami.org/volunteer 

Prayer & Support  

If you  have a prayer need or you need 
assistance, fill out a “Connect Card” in the 
pew or write an email to the church office  
info@firstmiami.org.  A time of prayer is 
also held each Sunday at 10am. 

Follow Us 

Keep up with everything that is happening 
around First Miami by connecting with us 
through our Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram 
feed @firstmiamipres.  Also, download our 
app by searching “First Miami Presbyterian” 
on your mobile device.   

FIRST MIAMI CONTACTS:
Pastor Chris Atwood, Pastor     pastorchris@firstmiami.org 

John Hardt, Worship Director    john.hardt@firstmiami.org 

Carolina Modenessy, Children’s Ministry Director  kids@firstmiami.org  

Martin Mola, Property Manager    martin.mola@firstmiami.org 

Anna E. Rosas, Covenant Life Director   anna.rosas@firstmiami.org 

Jenn Atwood, Communications Director   jenn.atwood@firstmiami.org 

Natalie Rowe, Church Administrator   natalie.rowe@firstmiami.org 

Amarilis Betancourt, Receptionist    info@firstmiami.org 



CHURCH MAP 
Our Church has two distinct sections: the sanctuary & chapel in the front, and the 
Children’s wing & Fellowship hall in the back.  On Sundays, people are encouraged to 
enter either from the side entrances or the front entrances.  The parking lot is 
available during the worship services. 

First Miami Kids  
Sundays @ 11:00am 
Sunday School program 

Sanctuary  
Sundays @ 11:00am 
Worship Service 

Flagler Chapel 
Sundays @ 6:00pm 
Worship Service 

Fellowship Hall 
Various Events 

Address ✦ 609 Brickell Ave. Miami, FL  33131 |  Phone ✦  305.371.3439 
Web ✦ www.firstmiami.org  |  Email ✦ info@firstmiami.org 

First Miami Presbyterian Church is affiliated with the Presbyterian Church (USA).


