
 

  

  
South State Bank Supports Harrelson Center Expansion 

Unlock Hope Campaign Funds Nonprofit Annex 
 

Wilmington, NC – South State Bank executives presented support to the Unlock Hope Capital Campaign for 
the expansion of the Jo Ann Carter Harrelson Center. Located downtown in the building that once served as 
New Hanover County’s Detention Center, the Harrelson Center’s nonprofit campus provides centralized 
humanitarian services that bring hope, opportunity, and empowerment to the Cape Fear Region. The Center 
has 13 nonprofit Partner organizations actively serving neighbors in half of the building, but much of the 
original jail structure from the Detention Center awaits transformation. The Harrelson Center and South State 
Bank relationship developed and strengthened with the Center securing and completing a loan with SSB for 
the first phase of renovation. South State Bank has been committed for several years as the presenting sponsor 
of the Center’s largest annual fundraising event, the Thankful Hearts luncheon held in November, and to other 
outdoor and golf fundraising events. This special $25,000 donation to the Unlock Hope campaign will help 
fund the second phase of campus renovations, expected to begin later this year. What remains of the confining 
prison cells will be demolished, and a community campus for essential services and connections will be fully 
established, providing means for upward mobility, recovery, wellness, and healing for all neighbors. 

With this gift, South State Bank has helped the Harrelson Center exceed $3.3 million towards the $5 million 
capital campaign goal. “South State Bank is committed to building strong communities. We are not only 
bankers – we’re also neighbors. We are pleased to support the Harrelson Center and their work in bringing 
together resources to meet the needs of the community, helping Wilmington-area residents obtain the 
important services they need to rebuild lives, restore hope and renew a focus on a bright future,” said David 
Parker, South State Bank regional president for Wilmington and Raleigh. 

Meade Van Pelt, Harrelson Center Executive Director, observes, “Many meaningful relationships have 
formed, like our relationship with SSB, and many lives have been transformed through the founding and 
expansion of this humanitarian services collaborative. South State Bank’s investment in the future of the 
Harrelson Center thoughtfully recognizes a sustainable nonprofit model and provides a lasting gift for our 
whole community.”  

Donor, naming, volunteer, and resource opportunities are available to everyone at www.HarrelsonCenter.org 
or by calling 910.343.8212. 
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Edward McKelvey, SSB Community Development/CRA Officer. 

Meade Van Pelt, Executive Director of the Jo Ann Carter Harrelson Center 

David Parker, SSB Regional President for Wilmington and Raleigh 
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