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Shining a Light on Unity Here at Home 
The war in Ukraine has imposed a shift in our collective consciousness.  
 
We are seeing people determined to fight and desperate to flee from their 
country, and others responding to the humanitarian crisis in a manner that is truly 
inspiring.  While there is no recent comparison to what we are witnessing, the call 
for humanity and the need for unity strikes a familiar chord.  Ukraine has provided 
a touchstone for what unity looks like: among people, communities, nations, and 
throughout the world.  We can hope that through this unity in support of Ukraine, 
we can also find unity in support for those here, who are shut out from the full 
breadth of freedom and opportunity -- here in America, and here in Wilmington. 

A song we learn in Sunday School as children reminds us:  “Let there be peace on 
Earth and let it begin with me.”  A more modern riff is “Think Globally. Act Locally.”  
Indeed, the ripple effect of random acts of kindness are understood, but beneath platitudes, bumper stickers 
and childhood hymns lays a certain truth.  Should you need a dose of optimism and confidence in our shared 
humanity, I encourage you to explore the Harrelson Center.  We have doubled our community drop-in tours 
of the Center to twice a month, consistently welcoming groups as large as 20 to experience the outreach. 
Volunteerism is also increasing – for the campus, in the Help Hub, and for our partners. The need to reconnect 
and respond to the needs, hopes and dreams of others is alive and well at the corner of 4th and Market.

We are planning a number of spring and summer events for our community to gather. Join us at our 9th Annual 
Day in the Country on April 28th, a nonprofit Community Pint Night at HiWire Brewing on May 18th, the 2nd 
Annual Fathers Day Gospel Brunch on June 19th (Juneteenth), a lively Donor Party on June 23rd, and the classical 
Vivace Concert Truck on August 11th. Please see page 6 for further details.

 We look forward to seeing you and celebrating this wonderful collaborative place that inspires hope and peace in 
our corner of the earth. 

Meade Van Pelt, Executive Director, 
in front of “Hope” sculpture, see page 4

Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine!



Peer Recovery Resources 
assisted 42 participants who are 

on their recovery journey with 
mental health and/or addiction, 

and 28 of those participants 
have gone on to get certified as

 Peer Support Specialists

Family Promise permanently 
housed over 20 families including a 

safe place for 5 newborns

StepUp Wilmington helped 
secure 130 jobs at an average 

wage of $13.88 per hour, creating 
over $3 million in wages for the 

Cape Fear region

A Bike For Every Child gave 
687 bikes and new helmets to 
local children, teens & adults

Communities In Schools 
case managed 1,108 students: 

92% graduated
99% stayed in school

89% improved academics
88% improved attendance

98% improved behavior

Feast Down East purchased from 
28 farms & local food producers, 

sold to 41 unique wholesale 
customers, and has 207 unique 

CSA customers

Foster Pantry provided 136 
children entering foster care 

with received new 
placement bags 

Catholic Charities distributed 
$39,513 to 19 survivors to help 
repair and return them to their 

homes

Young Scientist Academy 
provided in-person science 

experiences to over 
70 youth each week in 

underrepresented groups, 
80% were Black and Latino 

and 75% were girls

CoastalBUDS included 
30 children with 

Down syndrome or 
other intellectual and 

developmental disabilities 
in the iCan Swim program

The Kairos Center worked 
with over 40 clients to start 
new businesses and close 
the wealth gap through 

financial literacy and 
investment programs

Philippians 3 celebrated 
12 years here, nurturing 

and clothing individuals for 
interviews, work, and life

GHA Autism Supports worked 
with 9 young adults

 living in group housing and 
attending Port City

 Academy

Soaring as Eagles had
30 children and families 

enrolled in Pre-K Jumpstart

Voyage provided 200 
students with educational 

and professional 
development 

 Family Support Network was 
contracted by NHCS to 

provide special needs families 
and students with 

support & trainings

Operation Pretty Things 
provided almost 1,000 gifts of 
beauty and skincare products 

to domestic violence shelters in 
18 counties in NC, NY, FL, & GA

Vantage Pointe provided 
mediation, facilitation, 

conflict resolution education, 
teen court, and training

Narrative Arts trained 
youth in media arts & civic 

participation to advance 
social justice and equity

2021 Partner Impact...

The Harrelson Center
transformed campus 
through renovations, 
doubling our service 
capacity to 60k sq ft

The Harrelson Center provides a stable, sustainable environment 
where partners and clients thrive.



Help Hub MembersBridging the Health Care Gap
The Help Hub was founded specifically to address needs that we now refer 
to as the social determinants of health: safe housing, access to healthy 
food, reliable transportation, sustained utilities. Five years later, in late 
2020, thanks to a grant from the Ministering Circle and a partnership with 
Community Care of the Lower Cape Fear, we launched direct health care 
access with an onsite nurse care manager and health care navigation.   

This accessibility has proven valuable for people reaching out to the Help Hub. When needed, Help 
Hub and CCLCF coordinated funding for vital prescriptions, medical equipment, and eye and dental 
care, with additional assistance provided to navigate our healthcare system.

Dania, our nurse care manager, shared: I received a referral from a Harrelson Center Partner, for a client 
of theirs who needed medication urgently. They had multiple serious health issues and, although they 
had health insurance, they couldn’t afford the high copays and so were unable to fill prescriptions. It had 
become a life-threatening situation. After reviewing the medications and coordinating with the Help Hub 
and our go to pharmacy, the medications were filled and picked up within the day -- improving both the 
physical and mental well-being of the individual. When called to alert them that the medications were 
ready and that the Help Hub had covered with the copay, they were most appreciative, “Thank you for 
helping to save me, I was in a bad way.”

Our ability to bridge the health care gap earned The Harrelson Center’s participation in a 
nationwide program to test evidence-based, non-medical interventions. The Healthy Opportunities 
Pilot, awarded in 2021, looks to reduce costs and improve health outcomes for Medicaid recipients. 
The Help Hub will help secure housing and essential utility connections for high-risk Medicaid 
beneficiaries beginning in May 2022.

No time like the present and no present like time

At our March volunteer training, 
two stalwart volunteers were 
celebrated for the continued gift 
of their time. Merrilie Crafts has 
been involved with the Help Hub 
from the beginning, offering 
insight, experience and knowledge 
gained from her work at a similar 
crisis ministry. She has been a 
consistent volunteer over the 
last 6 1/2 years, bringing her 
calm demeanor, practical sense, 
beautifully written notes and 
sincere compassion. Ron Woodruff retired after 42 years of practicing law and now spends every 
Tuesday morning at the HH.  Ron’s legal knowledge and experience, practicality, sense of humor 
and genuine concern for the people of this community have made him a true asset to Help Hub 
operations over the last three years. Previous Volunteers of the Year: Jennipher Love (2015), Jan 
Wessell (2016), Charlotte Murchison (2017), Tyke Toler (2018) and Mark Hamlet (2019)

KEYSTONE MEMBERS

First Baptist Church 
First Presbyterian Church

St. James Episcopal Church

CORNERSTONE 
MEMBERS

The Ministering Circle 

Pine Valley United                
Methodist  Church 

 St. Andrews-Covenant 
Presbyterian Church

Wrightsville United                  
Methodist Church

PATRON MEMBERS

Holy Cross Episcopal Church

Hope Community Church

Pine Valley Baptist Church

St. Andrews on the Sound 
Episcopal Church

Winter Park Baptist Church

PILLAR MEMBERS

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Winter Park Presbyterian 
Church

FRIENDS

Christ  Community Church

First Christian Church

St. John’s Episcopal Church

St. Stephen A.M.E. Church

United Advent Christian 
Church

Warner Temple AME Zion 
Church

SUPPORTERS

Assistance League of Greater 
Wilmington

Bargain Box of Wilmington

Cape Fear Memorial 
Foundation

Catherine Kennedy Home 
Foundation

Champion McDowell Davis 
Charitable Foundation Inc

Making Waves Foundation

Oak Foundation

In Memoriam Charlotte Murchison
October 5th, 1949 – January 14th, 2022
Charlotte was a faithful volunteer for the Help Hub. 
With each person she met, Charlotte gave her undivided 
attention. Their challenges became her challenges. 
Usually some financial assistance could mitigate the 
immediate crisis, but it was her taking an interest in their 
story that left the lasting impression. Her light shines on!

Volunteers of the Year for 2020 Merrilie Crafts, and for 2021 Ron Woodruff were 
recognized by Help Hub Director Sonja McFarland at our 2022 volunteer training.



Removing 
Barriers

Rebuilding 
Lives

Our Dedication to Hope 
Well over 100 people joined us to dedicate our sculpture, Hope. We are grateful 
to Kyle McIntyre who commissioned and donated the sculpture in honor of his 
friendship with Bobby Harrelson and the late Jo Ann Carter Harrelson. It identifies 
our nonprofit campus at the corner of 4th and Market and is a lovely gift to our 
neighbors and the City of Wilmington.      

In anticipation of the dedication, we asked Morvil Design about their inspiration 
behind the logo which is recreated in the 2,500 lb steel structure. They shared this: 
The primary image is a stylized dove, which in ancient Hebrew texts, symbolizes 
hope and represents those the Harrelson Center serves. The dove is exercising 
its wings, as if gaining strength for flight. This state of emergence echoes the 
condition of clients who are nurtured at the Harrelson Center. When sheltered and 
fed with patience, love and care, even the most delicate creatures can fly. Amen!

Capital Campaign Goal is in Sight
We are grateful to the many donors who have pledged their support to Unlock Hope and assure opportunity for people 
in our region. Through local generosity, our expanded campus is already more fully achieving our vision, by providing 
a place where nonprofit organizations can meet, collaborate and share resources. Clients with a variety of challenges 
are welcomed and encounter powerful service delivery and engage with multiple organizations. Access is easier and 
referrals are plentiful. Our last half million will be raised this year to secure this unique and essential community asset. 

Since opening, Plaza on Princess hosted events for our nonprofit partners, and welcomed New Hanover County’s 
inaugural Equity Awards Gala, our first Gospel Brunch, and various community events, including a beautiful wedding! 

A Gift of Transformation
Whether individual or family gifts, charitable trusts or family foundations, business and corporate philanthropy 
or faith-based contributions,  the motivation for giving to The Harrelson Center has a common thread:  to achieve 
transformation in our community that is founded on collaboration and a belief that together, we can indeed change 
our world. Strategic collaboration is intrinsic to our very foundation.  We are grateful for the many who see it, feel it 
and support it.   

It happens every day in the smallest sharing of connections, and in all acts of generosity.  A recent, simple example 
from partner Young Scientist Academy: “Transportation has been a challenge but a huge thanks to Family Promise for 
letting us borrow their van. Definitely a team effort.” That is the value of partnership at the Harrelson Center. Join us.

Artist & Welder Glenn Davis, Commissioner 
& Donor Kyle McIntyre, Bobby Harrelson, 

Meade Van Pelt 

Outreach Coordinator Christy Whitson Aley and 
her family dedicate a tree in memory of her sister, 

Artist Wendy Whitson.

Logo designer Jeff Morvil and Glenn Davis Board member Owen Metts closes the 
ceremony with The Lord’s Prayer surrouded 

by our board and staff



To be “trauma-informed” is to recognize the prevalence of adverse 
childhood experiences (ACEs) or trauma among all people; to recognize 
that many behaviors and symptoms are the result of ACEs; and to 
recognize that being treated with respect and kindness and being 
empowered with choices, are keys to helping people recover. 

The goal of trauma-informed care is to avoid inadvertently re-
traumatizing someone by creating conditions that can trigger another 
person’s previous trauma.  We are working to assure our staff, our 
partners and our volunteers are appropriately informed and trained. 

We are fortunate to have on our campus the Resiliency Task Force whose 
work is focused on opportunities for NHC to be a compassionate and 
resilient community. Their insight will guide our commitment.  

Film screenings, classes and guest lectures will be provided regularly to 
assure all who work and serve on our campus are trauma-informed.  

Becoming a Trauma Informed Campus
There are 10 types of 

childhood trauma measured 
in the CDC-Kaiser Permanente 

Adverse Childhood Experiences 
Study.  Five are personal, related 
to physical abuse, verbal abuse, 
sexual abuse, physical neglect, 
and emotional neglect. Five are 

related to other family members: 
a parent who’s an alcoholic, 
a mother who’s a victim of 

domestic violence, a brother who 
suffered from mental illness. 

The most important thing to 
remember is that the ACE score 

is meant as a guideline. If one 
experienced toxic stress over 
months or years, then those 

would likely increase the risk of 
health consequences later in life. 

To learn more, 
Google the 10 ACE questions.

Following the dedication of our Hope sculpture, the Harrelson 
Center hosted renowned Artist Bob Timberlake for a special 
gallery showing of his work. Some 30 canvasses were assembled 
in Plaza on Princess for a two day show that also drew visitors 
from the Arts Council’s monthly Fourth Friday Gallery Walk.   

Bob Timberlake is best known for his depiction of his native 
North Carolina with work that features the simple life with 
intricate attention to color and detail.  

"I'm honored to have shown these originals at Plaza on Princess 
in honor of Bobby, Mrs. Estell and the Harrelson Center.
I hand-selected works that spanned the years - paintings I 
believed the Harrelsons and the good people of Wilmington 
would enjoy!" 

Mr. Timberlake donated a portion of his sales from this show to 
our Unlock Hope campaign to honor his good friend.  “We are 
lucky in our lives to be able to say we have a handful of friends 
that we can depend on, whom we love, cherish, and enjoy being 
with. Bobby is one of those few friends whom I will always love, 
cherish, and enjoy being with." 

It is always a pleasure to bring new and old friends together at 
the Harrelson Center. There is an obvious spirit and intention that 
goes well beyond consideration of ourselves.

NC Artist Bob Timberlake Exhibits at Plaza on Princess

Kimberly Exum, Bobby Harrelson, 
Bob Timberlake, Evanne Timberlake, Estell Lee  

Lifelong friends Bobby and Bob

Everyone is invited to
 Trauma informed Community Yoga 

Mondays at 5:30PM and Tuesdays at 12:30PM 
at Plaza on Princess
Led by Yoga Village



Thinking of someone special? Give a gift to many, in honor or memory!

Bundle Your Generosity
in 2022 

We invite you to bundle your corporate giving across multiple 
events to make a bigger impact and yearlong investment. 

We are grateful to these business partners who have bundled 
so far this year! 

Platinum

Gold

JUNE
19

2nd ANNUAL FATHER’S DAY 
GOSPEL BRUNCH
11 AM to 3PM Gospel DJ Bigg B fills the 
courtyard with music, dancing, food trucks, and 
vendors. 

MAY
18

APRIL 
28

NONPROFIT PINT NIGHT
5-8 PM at Hi-Wire Brewery. Meet and support 
the HC and Partners. Food truck and fellowship, 
$1 from each beer sold that day supports us

A DAY IN THE COUNTRY
12-7PM at Genteel in Atkinson, NC. Day filled 
with country fun, food, and fresh air

Add these events to your
 spring and summer calendar!

Planning a Party? Hosting an event? Have it at Plaza on Princess!

State of the art presentation equipment, warming kitchen, and courtyard garden for up to 300. 
harrelsoncenter.org/event-venue-rental

UNLOCK HOPE DONOR PARTY
6PM at Plaza on Princess. Invitation only event 
to celebrate 2021 & 2022 generosity. Cocktails, 
light hors d’oeuvres, and music

AUGUST
11

JUNE
23

VIVACE CONCERT TRUCK
6PM on Princess Street and courtyard. Share a 
magical summer evening with your family and 
our nonprofit friends from Italy, presenting a 
free classical music concert. Food trucks on site

http:/harrelsoncenter.org/ways-to-give/corporate-
sponsorship-bundles

Silver



Upcoming Partner Events

APRIL
19

MAY
4

FAMILY PROMISE 
NONPROFIT PINT NIGHT
3-10PM at Hi-Wire Brewing. $1 
from every lager sold that day 
goes to Family Promise

MAY
12

A SAFE PLACE A DAY IN THE 
LIFE LUNCHEON 
FUNDRAISER
Thursday May 12 from 
12pm-1pm, Details: https://
asafeplacetogo.com/luncheon/

STEPUP WILMINGTON 
ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
Luncheon at 11:30AM, After 
Hours Celebration at 5:00PM at 
Live Oak Bank Pavilion. Email 
info@stepupwilmington.org to 
RSVP for either/both events or 
for more information.

UNCW’s Office of Institutional Diversity and Inclusion and The 
Harrelson Center are again collaborating on a program called JustUs 
using art to teach youth important social-emotional skills. This year’s 
curriculum engages middle-school students in art classes, after 
school programs, or in HC partner ongoing programs. They explore 
the concept of empathy, then apply their new understanding to 
create quilt panels out of tissue paper. The program culminates with 
Artist Maya Freelon gathering the quilts produced by each group and 
combining them into a community quilt, similar to the AIDS quilt. 

Participating organizations are making their quilt panels in April and delivering them to Ms. Freelon on April 
30. The artist will combine the quilts for a public debut and program on May 1, at 3:30 PM in the atrium of the 
Watson College of Education. Our partners’ quilt collaboration will exhibit on our campus this summer.
 
The program’s organizers and Ms. Freelon are particularly eager to include neurodiverse youth. Christy Aley, 
our outreach coordinator, engaged nonprofits that focus on youth with disabilities, along with others.   

The Harrelson Center Partners participating include Girls Rocking In the South (GRITS), Theater for All, 
Soaring As Eagles, Communities In Schools, Young Scientist Academy, Voyage, Coastal Buds, GHA Autism 
Supports and Cape Fear Latinos. We are eager to see this beautiful, thoughtful expression from our youth!

Restored Souls Foundation provides 
respite in a family oriented atmosphere. 
The non-denominational ministry provides 
well needed beach vacations and has plans 
for a B&B style house to host families with 
vulnerable children.

Eden Village is building 31-tiny homes in a 
pedestrian only, gated community offering 
permanent housing for chronically homeless 
and disabled individuals.

A Safe Place decreases domestic violence 
by providing victims, survivors, and their 
children with a safe shelter and resources to 
break the cycle of violence through outreach 
and education to at-risk populations and 
diverse communities.

Theatre for All provides an extensive theatre 
education and opportunities for people with 
disabilities. Their spring performances and 
fundrasier will take place June 2nd and 3rd, 
tickets avaliable at theatreforall.org.

Welcome New Partners and 
Associate Partners!

UNCW and Harrelson Center continue JustUs: 
annual art collaboration to develop youth social-emotional skills  

APRIL
22

YOUNG SCIENTIST ACADEMY 
EARTH DAY YOUTH SUMMIT
5-6:30PM Cameron Art Museum 
Free admission, RSVP on YSA 
Facebook



20 North 4th Street Suite 214
Wilmington, NC 28401
910.343.8212

It’s what’s inside that matters!

harrelsoncenterharrelsoncenter

the-harrelson-center-incthe-harrelson-center-inc

@theharrelsoncenter@theharrelsoncenter

harrelsoncenter.orgharrelsoncenter.org

@harrelsoncenter@harrelsoncenter

THURSDAY, APRIL 28  •  12 - 7 PM  THURSDAY, APRIL 28  •  12 - 7 PM  
SKEET SHOOTING  •  ARCHERY  •  FISHING  •  PROPERTY TOURS  •  ONLINE AUCTION   •  PAINTING PARTY  •  RAFFLES

TROLLY STOP HOT DOGS   •   DOG DEMONSTRATIONS  •  LIVE MUSIC  • MOI COUNTRY  DINNER  • EVENING  AWARDS PARTY

at Genteelat Genteel

Lone Ranger $125 Lone Ranger $125 ••  Annie Oakley Add-On $75   Annie Oakley Add-On $75  • • Sponsorships $700-$3000 Sponsorships $700-$3000 
www.HarrelsonCenter.org | 910.343.8212 | Lindsay.HarrelsonCenter@gmail.com 

A DAY IN THEA DAY IN THECountry
9th9th

ANNUALANNUAL

Presented by:


