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Spring Energy is Tangible Here
This time of year always brings a delightful sense of promise for what is ahead. Spring 
just lifts the spirit. At The Harrelson Center, that feeling is palpable.

Partners are safely returning to campus and on site with clients. 

Locals are engaging and scheduling campus tours and lunch & learns. 

Community organizations are supporting us, our Partners, and our missions. 

Volunteers are welcoming visitors coming for any number of concerns and needs.

Vendors and subcontractors are completing renovations for a summer opening! 

And, students are returning for tutoring, mentoring and positive reinforcement.

About the students visiting our campus, we have more than a dozen nonprofit partners and associate partners 
dedicated to our community’s youth. (See page 6 for more about this!) So focused on youth are we, that in 
learning of students falling behind given isolation and pandemic pressures, we coordinated with a partner 
long committed to student success, to reach out and connect tutors to struggling students. For some, the 
connection, concern, and a little guidance is all that is needed to reduce stress – for students and tutors alike. 
If you are interested in supporting this worthy effort or any of the good work underway here, don’t hesitate to 
reach out to us. 

We can only achieve such impact with the support we enjoy from the many who believe in and embrace us. 
Below are our 2021 Board of Directors and Honorary Board leaders who paved the way and remain dedicated. I 
encourage you to reach out to them, and they will share their “Why The Harrelson Center?” with you.

Indeed, the trifecta of spring, vaccines, and the grand opening of the Vicki Dull Annex make this place feel so 
alive! Come downtown and see it and feel it for yourself – and others! Can’t wait to have you!  

With faith, hope, and love,  
Meade
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Help Hub Members
KEYSTONE MEMBERS

First Baptist Church 

First Presbyterian Church

St. James Episcopal Church

CORNERSTONE MEMBERS
The Ministering Circle 

Pine Valley United                
Methodist  Church 

 St. Andrews-Covenant 
Presbyterian Church

Wrightsville United                  
Methodist Church

PATRON MEMBERS
Holy Cross Episcopal Church

Hope Community Church

Pine Valley Baptist Church

St. Andrews on the Sound 
Episcopal Church

Winter Park Baptist Church

PILLAR MEMBERS
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Winter Park Presbyterian Church

FRIENDS
Christ  Community Church

First Christian Church

Ogden Baptist Church

St. John’s Episcopal Church

St. Stephen A.M.E. Church

GRANTORS & IN KIND 
SUPPORTERS

Assistance League of Greater 
Wilmington

Bargain Box of Wilmington

Cape Fear Memorial Foundation

Catherine Kennedy Home 
Foundation

Champion McDowell Davis 
Charitable Foundation Inc
Making Waves Foundation

Oak Foundation

The Help Hub: 
Marking $1 Million 

Invested in our Neighbors
Though the Help Hub is all about heart, please consider these numbers:

In early January, the  Help Hub crossed the $1M mark in total amount raised and 
invested since its founding in 2015. Thanks to our member communities of faith, 
supportive grantors and generous donors, the urgent needs of 10,000 neighbors 
have been met.

Truly, the economic impact of COVID-19 was laid bare at the Help Hub. Just last 
year, $290,035 was invested in 1,219 individuals or families. 

The average amount of assistance provided per request, whether household or 
individual, was $238. With every encounter, economic assistance is paired with an 
empathetic ear, kind words of encouragement and hope, and further guidance.

The Help Hub is often our front door, or at least another door. Neighbors come for 
assistance with rent, utilities, transportation or healthcare needs. Our onsite nurse 
care manager as contracted 
with Community Care of the 
Lower Cape Fear is averaging 
over 40 referrals a month. 

As volunteers learn more 
about client situations, they 
often refer to Harrelson Center 
partners to provide domestic 
violence support, education, 
employment, addiction and 
recovery resources, legal 
and mediation services, and 
professional counseling.

Opportunities are endless.

Volunteers Needed
The Help Hub will host volunteer training this spring. If you or someone 
you know would like to support our neighbors facing difficulty, please 
apply as a volunteer on the Help Hub webpage and contact our Help Hub 
Director Sonja with specific questions (helphubdirector@gmail.com).

Currently, volunteer advisors serve as their schedule permits. They review 
neighbor applications and follow up by phone onsite, listening... “Really 
good listening ears is key,” Sonja says, "making sure that all the pertinent 
data is gathered and recorded accurately and then discerning how we can 
best help for most immediate stability."

Training assures Help Hub volunteers have knowledge of resources        
and partners on campus and in the community to mitigate crisis and    
gain stability.

Help Hub Director Sonja McFarland with 
volunteer Harper Fraser and Aaron Schnurbusch



creating a campus of hope and opportunity for our region
The Harrelson Center’s Unlock Hope campaign continues in earnest to 
raise remaining $1.5M of $5M goal and to achieve the vision:  securing 
for our County’s nonprofits, neighbors, and the greater region a thriving 
campus of organizations meeting critical community concerns.

The budget for this phase of renovations is $3.5M, with $2M already 
secured by over 100 donors. In late 2020, South State Bank extended a 
loan to maintain momentum for this essential expansion.

Unlock Hope is a gift to more than 25 nonprofits who already find 
stability in their partnerships here. Your generosity adds efficiency and 
savings to all our operations, allowing focus on meeting the layers of 
challenges people are facing every day and on shifting to empowerment. 
It’s not an overstatement:  the organizations at The Harrelson Center 
have more capacity and strength because they are here together.

That’s what Terry Bozeman saw – or felt – when he visited. A business development strategist who recently 
moved to Wilmington with his family, Terry was eager to plug in. He asked many “Where might I find a 
connection to nonprofits?” “The Harrelson Center!” was a consistent reply. So, he toured, and then wrote to us:

The needs are real, and they are never-ending. Hallway upon hallway, door upon door, walking 
through this building is like walking into a personification of hope. Hope is the sound of feet 
walking around the corner to connect a person in need with someone who can help pay a utility 
bill. Hope is the bags of food being given to someone unsure of where the next meal will come 
from. Hope is alive at The Harrelson Center. 

The pandemic has taught us that we are all vulnerable in the right circumstance. 

As I was leaving, I looked over and asked my tour guide Christy, “What happens if The Harrelson 
Center wasn’t here and people had nowhere else to turn?” 

The answer didn’t need to be spoken; we both knew.  

Removing 
Barriers

Rebuilding 
Lives

Meade Van Pelt and Vicki Dull 
tour the Annex that will bear her name.

Our Annex Event Space,
at Princess St. has 7,000 
sq ft with warming 
kitchen, and is almost 
ready to greet the public!

Come tour the campus! 
First Tuesday of the month @ 11 am

or schedule tour or lunch & learn: 
Christy.HarrelsonCenter@gmail.com

Terry Bozeman, PhD
tours for first time.
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2020’s 9th Annual Thankful Hearts - Where the Light Shines 
You raised $111,202!

Meet one family & the partners you support
Our collaborative campus of nonprofits assures the varied needs of our clients are understood and met. This real 
story of mother and daughter Kim and Jenn illustrates how each of our partners provides something the other does 
not. But together they deliver a full complement of services to restore our neighbors’ stability and self-reliance.

In late 2019, Kim and Jenn were 
referred to Family Promise. 
Dedicated to keeping families 
together as they escape 
domestic violence, Family 
Promise provided transitional 
housing and all the necessities, 
while keeping Jenn in school and 
safely with her mother.  

With StepUp Wilmington, 
Kim enrolled in job-readiness 
training and a 9-month life skills 
program learning financial and 
time management skills. Kim 
is one of 201 people StepUp 
successfully trained and placed 
into employment during the 
19/20 fiscal year.

Like many who enter the job 
market from homelessness 
or desperate situations, 
wardrobes are not assembled.  At 
Philippians 3, Kim was greeted 
with warmth and encouragement 
while acquiring a personally 
selected wardrobe suitable for 
her emerging professional and 
independent status.

Women escaping abuse rarely 
consider personal care items 
essential. But things  like 
makeup and skin care products 
go far to making a woman feel 
confident. Operation Pretty 
Things assembles hundreds 
of gift bags with such items 
every year, including in each 
a handwritten “love note” to 
inspire and encourage.

Meanwhile Kim’s daughter, 
Jenn, was introduced to Young 
Scientist Academy where she 
was paired with a group of about 
10 girls who were beginning 
a coding workshop. This was 
back in February, so pre-COVID, 
but fortunately, she has been 
able to sustain her engagement 
providing a friend group and 
skills to fuel her STEM readiness.

Kim and Jenn, through Family Promise, have obtained permanent unassisted 
housing.  Jenn is still coding with Youth Scientist Academy.  Despite COVID 
shutdowns and a chronic health diagnosis, Kim successfully navigated 
unemployment and filed for benefits with StepUp’s help.  And, the Help Hub 
found affordable therapies and prescriptions to meet her health care needs. 

But that wasn’t all that The 
Harrelson Center had to offer 
Jenn.  We got her a bike!  And, 
like any child, she was so happy 
to have the freedom and joy that 
comes with simply riding a bike.  
Every year, A Bike for Every 
Child distributes bikes to youth 
and neighbors in low-income 
communities.  In 2020, they 
distributed more than 1000 bikes!



201 
citizens in our 

community 
placed in 

satisfying jobs 
through StepUp 

Wilmington

OUR COMMUNITY 
IMPACT IN 2020

94  individuals with Autism  
Spectrum Disorder live & 

learn with respect at 
GHA Autism 

Supports

100% of the families in the Family Promise 
transitional housing program for victims of 

domestic violence obtained permanent housing
e400 

students 
inspired 

in science 
technology 

and art 
at Young 
Scientist 
Academy

Under 
4% 

of students 
in Vantage 

Pointe’s 
Teen Court 
re-offended 

within 12 
months of 

completing 
program

2,007 individuals/families 
received emergency 
assistance through 
the Help Hub, founded 
with Wilmington’s 
faith community

4,513 
individuals received 
emergency supplies 

and food through 
Catholic Charities

125 
Mother’s Day 
gifts provided 

to women 
in domestic 

violence 
shelters by 
Operation 

Pretty Things

 120 
hours of virtual 

learning and 
homework 
assistance 

were provided 
to students 

since 
pandemic by 

Voyage99% 
stay-in-school 

rate for 
students case 
managed by 

Communities 
In Schools of 

Cape Fear

Over  
1000 

bikes given 
locally to 
children, 

teens, and 
adults by 

A Bike for 
Every Child

50 
individuals 
clothed for 
interviews, 

work, life with 
Philippians 3 

Ministries

We saved our partners $412,297!

100 individuals are 
Living their Best Life 

NOW through 
The Kairos Center 

programs

768 
peers aided in their 

active recovery 
journey with 

Peer Recovery 
Resources

100 clients empowered through 
education  and mentoring with 

Soaring  As Eagles

29 youth trained in media 
arts and civic participation 

by Working Narratives 
to advance social justice               

and equity

60 individuals with 
Down syndrome and their 

families supported by 
CoastalBUDS 



Recent news about youth, guns and increased violence resonates at The Harrelson Center, where more than a 
dozen non-profits are committed to our city’s youth in one capacity or another. 

This past year, with its academic and emotional demands, has added urgency to our common purpose. So we 
are coalescing around an initiative we hope will create a shared awareness among youth and our community 
at large, that here, middle and high school students and their families can find programing and resources 
needed, people on whom they can rely, and a safe place where they can simply be.

We’re calling it Youth on Fourth.  

Here’s a nutshell of some of what is underway here:

Our newest partner, Voyage, works to deter teens from at- risk behavior with programs 
(including a virtual reality program!) that foster youth leadership, empower families 
and provide opportunities for employment and positive community engagement. 

Communities in Schools’ current case management count is 941. Their WIRE outpost, 
for at-risk students, provides support and supervision and a safe space for students and 
their families.

Soaring As Eagles focuses on Title 1 schools, providing at-risk students a safe place for 
remote learning, with meals, tutors and encouragement. And, they are partnering with 
other nonprofits to begin an anti-gun violence program on Friday evenings, and an 
early-childhood, kindergarten readiness initiative in July.

Restorative Justice is the focus of partner Vantage Pointe, with Sentencing Circles and Teen Courts for kids 
who may have fallen victim to gangs, drugs, vandalism or other illegal activity. Youth emerge with awareness 
of their choices and how they impact others, creating the kind of fulfillment that only comes from righting 
those wrongs.  

Turning the Wheel offers creative body movement that leads youth to take risks in a safe and supportive 
environment, allowing their brains to rewire for a better life. 

Young Scientist Academy’s recent weather balloon launch allowed 
students to study the sun, clouds and near-space. Participating 
students are learning to be effective communicators and leaders in 
their families, schools, and community.

All of this is to say nothing of A Bike For Every Child, Foster Pantry, 
Better is Possible, and StepUp Wilmington, which will soon launch 
its summer jobs program for teens. And in March, JustUs launched:  
a collaborative program with UNCW, The Harrelson Center and six 
middle schools and after-school programs that has students learning 
how stress affects their bodies and how to practice resiliency to 
express feelings through art. See their artwork displayed at CAM the 
first half of April.

Youth on Fourth: An Urgent Focus for The Harrelson Center and partners

Welcome New Partnerships!
Coastal BUDS joined us in October.  Their office, just off our Welcome Center, is dedicated to raising awareness, 
supporting, educating, and connecting people with Down syndrome and their families in southeastern NC. 
Voyage, originally known as Blue Ribbon Commission, joined us in January with a full suite of offices on our 4th 
floor. Read more about their important work with youth above. 
Cape Fear Collective joined as an associate partner, bringing their collaborative data capacities and 30,000 foot 
view to illuminate problems and activate solutions for a more equitable region.



Give a gift to many, in honor or memory, at Easter or Mother’s Day!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR  2021  

PARTNER EVENTS IN Q2!

APR
27

APR
17

STEPUP WILMINGTON ANNUAL LUNCHEON
11 am - 1:30 PM   Virtual.   This year’s fundraising theme is “Be a Game Changer”. Details: StepUpWilmington.org

FAMILY PROMISE BBQ & BLUEGRASS
6-9 PM at White Feather Farm with dinner from True Blue Butcher & Table and music by Jimmy’s All Star Bluegrass Band. 
Opportunity to bid at silent auction items. Details: familypromiselowercapefearnc.org

OPERATION PRETTY THINGS MOTHER’S DAY GIFT PACKAGING
6:30-8:30 PM at Harrelson Center. Come assemble gifts and write notes full of love and encouragement to the women in domestic 
violence shelters.  Celebrate these brave moms with the women you love. Details: OperationPrettyThings.org

MAY
5

BUNDLE YOUR GENEROSITY IN 2021

We invite you to bundle your corporate giving across multiple 
events to make a bigger impact and yearlong investment. We 
are grateful to these business partners who are doing just that! 

To learn more, please contact Lindsay Prickett, 910.343.8212.

SEPT 
13

JUNE 
20

TBA

APR
29

NOV
18

8th ANNUAL A DAY IN THE COUNTRY
12-7:30PM  at Genteel in Atkinson, NC. Join us on 850 Acres for skeet shooting, fishing, archery, property tour, painting party,   
dog demonstrations, live music, Trolly Stop lunch, MOI country dinner, awards, and MORE! Online Auction launches 4/15.

UNLOCK HOPE  - ANNEX GRAND OPENING
As soon as possible, we’ll be celebrating the opening of the Vicki Dull Annex! We hope you’ll join us.

TAKE YOUR DADDY TO BRUNCH
12-2 PM  Local Radio Phenom and DJ Bigg B has been delighting his audience for much of this past year with outstanding Gospel 
brunch streams on Periscope -- and he’s bringing that programing to our Princess Street Plaza. Stay tuned for more details.

5th ANNUAL TEEING OFF W/THE HARRELSON CENTER & PARTNERS
10 am-3 PM  at Magnolia Greens.  Our collaborative golf tournament is an opportunity for our Partners, Associate Partners, and 
ourselves to raise program funding. New this year - chances for $1M hole-in-one or a new truck! 

10TH ANNUAL THANKFUL HEARTS LUNCHEON
11:30 am-1 PM at FBAC.  We celebrate the Thursday before Thanksgiving to welcome the spirit of the season.

Platinum Gold

Gold

Gold Silver

Gold



20 North 4th Street Suite 214
Wilmington, NC 28401
910.343.8212

It’s what’s inside that matters!

harrelsoncenterharrelsoncenter

the-harrelson-center-incthe-harrelson-center-inc

@theharrelsoncenter@theharrelsoncenter

harrelsoncenter.orgharrelsoncenter.org

THURSDAY, APRIL 29  •  12 - 7:30 PM  THURSDAY, APRIL 29  •  12 - 7:30 PM  
SKEET SHOOTING  •  ARCHERY  •  FISHING  •  PROPERTY TOURS  •  ONLINE AUCTION   •  PAINTING PARTY  •  RAFFLES

TROLLY STOP HOT DOGS   •   DOG DEMONSTRATIONS  •  LIVE MUSIC  • MOI COUNTRY  DINNER  • EVENING  AWARDS PARTY

at Genteelat Genteel

Lone Ranger $100 Lone Ranger $100 ••  Annie Oakley Add-On $50   Annie Oakley Add-On $50  • • Sponsorships $500-$2500 Sponsorships $500-$2500 
www.HarrelsonCenter.org | 910.343.8212 | Lindsay.HarrelsonCenter@gmail.com 
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