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NEWSLETTER
A humanitarian services campus of nonprofit organizations that offer
hope, opportunity and empowerment

Marching On

We are marching on with our partnerships at the Harrelson Center and in the
community. Thank you for marching alongside us. We invite you to come see or
at least pass the corner of 4th and Market streets and share in the spirit of our
			
banner “Removing Barriers. Rebuilding Lives” on the construction fence in front
of the barrier wall in process of coming down. This barrier demolition is symbolic
in our transformation and made possible through faith and prayers, generous
donors and leaders, and our one-time Unlock Hope capital campaign. You can see
my enthusiasm (at right) when removing and presenting those first bricks several
Executive Director Meade Van Pelt
weeks ago. It’s good. It’s going to get better.
On Valentine’s Day 2020, we celebrated with a Love Your Neighbors ceremony in the courtyard and proceeded to
the Market Street Wall to begin removing the barrier wall. Similar to the work being done to remove barriers in the
lives of each neighbor, the bricks are removed one-by-one until the barrier is removed. For many neighbors, there
are many barriers. Neighbor and community needs, challenges, and injustices reinforce our mission to provide a
centralized campus for multiple and various humanitarian resources. Inside the Center,

(Marching On continued on page 3.)
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THURSDAY, APRIL 23 • 12 - 7:30 PM
SKEET SHOOTING • ARCHERY • FISHING • HOME & PROPERTY TOURS • TROLLEY STOP HOT DOGS
DOG DEMONSTRATIONS • LIVE MUSIC • COUNTRY BUFFET DINNER • EVENING AWARDS PARTY

LONE RANGER SINGLE TICKETS & CORPORATE SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE NOW
www.HarrelsonCenter.org/a-day-in-the-country | 910.343.8212 | Lindsay.HarrelsonCenter@gmail.com

Give a gift in honor or memory of a loved one

Gifts in Honor are perfect for the friend who has most everything they need! We mail the card for you before the
holiday, birthday or occasion arrives. Memorial cards are mailed to the family. We are grateful to families who
designate The Harrelson Center for donations in lieu of flowers or gifts. Please visit www.HarrelsonCenter.org
and at giving checkout, specify Honor or Memory, name, and address. What a wonderful way to share Easter joy!

Social Bridge Fundraiser on March 16th!
During our Golf Tournament at Magnolia Greens, we will also have some luck of the Irish
bridge play. Gather your foursome, join us for lunch, and win prizes!
11 am - 2 PM | $50/pp or $200/table
Please visit our golf page and click on the bridge link: harrelsoncenter.org/golf-tournament.

THANKFUL HEARTS
8TH ANNUAL
LUNCHEON
ON NOVEMBER 21, 2019, YOU RAISED
$119,000 TO SUPPORT OUR NONPROFIT CAMPUS & PARTNERS!
Presenting Sponsors

One of the highlights of the luncheon each year is to recognize the Partner
of the Year. Glenda Tate, director of the Kairos Center, was presented with
the honor by one of her entrepreneurs, Tyrell Brockington of Crafty Inks
and Owen Metts. The Kairos Center mission is to help people discover
their passion, purpose, and power and to help them embark on the journey
to experience their true destiny. Kairos leads coursework, coaching and
mentoring opportunities, covering curriculum such as education planning
and certifications; financial literacy and stability; business planning and
entrepreneurship; and life purpose and challenges. Thank you, Kairos!
The heartwarming luncheon, always enjoyed the Thursday prior to
Thanksgiving, provides an opportunity for fellowship and gratitude to
our partners and community. It is always a pleasure to share our year, our
neighbors, and our impact. We look forward to November 19, 2020.

Learn
from

Partner of the Year:
The Kairos Center

(Marching On continued with event photos by Donna Cavedo.)

soft, warm hand offs and introductions easily take
place on cold winter days. Timely and fortunately,
the Market Street wall will be down this spring, along
with the Annex three-floor interior demolition. Visible
renovation to our nonprofit campus will progress,
and the often-invisible barriers and pressing needs
will continue to be addressed and overcome. We are
committed to knowing and loving our neighbors and
providing hope, opportunity, and empowerment. Meet
some of your neighbors on our website and social
media and come down to help us welcome everyone
and invest in our future together.
After a joyous ceremony, guests made quick walk
through into the old Jail Cell Tower to see the open
interiors of the new Annex. Ten thousand square feet
of rooms meant for incarceration and punishment have
been destroyed and are being prepared for a thriving
community event space connected to the peaceful
Harrelson courtyard. Jail cells on two upper floors are
actively being dismantled to expand partnerships.
If you have ever questioned or perhaps even felt
paralyzed by, “how can I help?” visit our campus. There
are unlimited opportunities to engage, as intimately
as serving as an advisor to neighbors in crisis in the
Help Hub, as conveniently as sponsoring a hole at our
upcoming Luck of the Irish Partner Golf tournament, or
as thoughtfully as honoring a friend or memorial with
our spring card.
Please enjoy our news, photos, events, and outreach
and take time to discover your role in this essential
community. We are grateful and treasure you. Let’s
remove barriers, complete this campus and $1.5 million
campaign, and rebuild lives and community.
Let’s March On and Unlock Hope!

Removing
Barriers
Rebuilding
Lives

$5 MILLION
GOAL
$3.5 MILLION
RAISED
$1.5 MILLION
COMPLETED

HARRELSON CENTER NONPROFIT PARTNERS

A Bike for Every Child wants every child to
experience the joy, confidence, and well being
of owning and riding a bike.
910.444.3939 | G2, Lower Level

Soaring As Eagles Outreach Ministry is
dedicated to empowering the families of Title
1 (low performing) schools.
678.754.1020 | Suite 450-E

Cape Fear Habitat for Humanity works with
families and individuals of all faiths in need of
a decent, affordable place to live.
910.762.4744 | Suite 200

StepUp Wilmington supports people in our
community in overcoming obstacles to find
work and stability.
910.343.8469 | Suite 430

Catholic Charities advocates for social and
economic justice, as well as addressing
immediate needs with emergency resources.
910.251.8130 | Suite 300-A

Vantage Pointe addresses the lack of
accessible conflict resolution services for
families, organizations, and companies.
910-362-8000 | Suite 450-A

Communities In Schools surrounds its students
with a community of support, empowering
them to stay in school and achieve in life.
910.343.1901 | Suite 213

Working Narratives are narrative and story
strategists, artists, and community organizers
dedicated to advancing social justice.
606.454.8864 | Suite 450-C

Family Promise delivers transitional housing
for victims of domestic violence and emergency shelter to homeless families.
910.769.4730 | Suite 440

Young Scientist Academy programs engage
students’ innate interest in the natural world,
encouraging real world research.
910.386.1867 | Suite 420

GHA Autism Supports provides quality
services to meet the unique needs of
individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorder.
910.399.1683 | Suite 300-B

ASSOCIATE PARTNERS:

The Kairos Center helps people discover
their passion, purpose and power so they can
experience their true destiny.
910.616.0445 | Suite 212

Better Is Possible aims to have better homes,
better neighborhoods, and a better city by
empowering the masses in our community.
betterispossible.org

New Hanover Disaster Coalition connects
residents with resources that aid in disaster
readiness, response and recovery.
910.339.9121 | Suite 450-F

Foster Pantry empowers foster youth by
providing them with essential items, and encouraging foster families and caregivers with
support resources.
925.963.9354

Operation Pretty Things loves and empowers
women victimized by domestic violence and
sexual assault.
910.616.5433 | Suite 310

Rescue Mission of Cape Fear provides food,
shelter and clothing, as well as, daily chapel,
prayer services, and self-help groups within
the community at 502 Castle St.
910.343.0366

Peer Recovery Resources provides peertaught classes in wellness recovery topics
through education, hope, & empowerment.
910.769.7064 | Suite 210

Salvation Army of the Cape Fear preaches the
gospel of Jesus Christ to meet human needs in
His name without discrimination.
910.762.2070

Philippians 3 Ministries provides upscale
interview and employment wardrobes and
spiritual support for displaced individuals.
910.617.4595 | Suite 100

United Way of the Cape Fear Area mobilizes
resources to empower local people working
toward leading self-sufficient, healthy lives.
910.798.3900

Community Impact

The Harrelson Center saved its Partners
$397,792 last year.

UPCOMING
EVENTS!
MAR
20

A Bike for Every Child restores
donated bicycles for children.
GHA Autism Supports
student volunteers in
the lobby.

Catholic Charities
provides new quilts for
displaced families.

APR
10

Young Scientist Academy teaches
students to solve complex math
and science problems.

Kairos MicroEnterprise
program leads to success
and confidence.

OPT teaches young
women about inner
beauty and strength.

A Soaring As Eagles
volunteer works with
school children.

Family Promise
volunteers make a
shelter feel like home.

Vantage Pointe empowers
students through Teen Court.

CIS students make new friends
and share a healthy meal.

MAY
5

MAY
6

NHDC holds monthly meetings
with community leaders.

Peer Recovery Resources hold
WRAP & WHAM classes to aide in
the recovery journey.

MAR
25

HABITAT GOLDEN HAMMER
BREAKFAST
7 am at Wilmington Convention
Center. Keynote: Gov. Roy
Cooper. Join Habitat for stories of
homeowners and how stable housing
has transformed their lives. Details:
CapeFearHabitat.org
CIS 5th ANNUAL FASHION SHOW
11 am - 1:30 PM at Country Club of
Landfall. This event showcases spring
and summer styles for men and women and includes mimosa bar and silent
auction.Details: CISCapeFear.org
PHILIPPIANS 3 FASHION SHOW
11:30 am - 1 PM at First Baptist
Activities Center. Join P3M for lunch
and a fashion show with flair featuring
special music artist Jay Stokes, “The
Voice of Luther Vandross”!
Details: Jerri1on1@ec.rr.com
STEPUP WILMINGTON
ANNUAL LUNCH
11:30 am - 1 PM Hotel Ballast. Join
StepUp Wilmington as they continue
to increase their reach and impact by
placing more individuals into jobs and
stability.
Details: StepUpWilmington.org
OPERATION PRETTY THINGS
MOTHER’S DAY EVENT
6:30-8:30 PM at Harrelson Center.
Come assemble gifts and write notes
full of love and encouragement to the
women in domestic violence shelters.
Details: OperationPrettyThings.org

NONPROFITS ARE INVITED
TO PARTNER WITH US!

In addition to full Partners, we support
Associate Partners, nonprofits that do
not occupy office space but reserve
meeting rooms regularly.

StepUp rings bell to
celebrate new job.

Habitat provides new
homes for veterans.

Working Narratives
Philippians 3 dresses
shares Storm Stories
from hurricane survivors. job seekers for success.

Partner & Associate Partner benefits:
• Event, training, & meeting space
• Social media, marketing &
promotion
• Networking & educational
opportunities
• Collaboration with other nonprofits
• Volunteer recruitment
• Annual collaborative fundraiser
• Priority referrals to the Help Hub
Potential Partners should request an
application that is reviewed by the
Board of Directors and scheduled for an
interview with the Partner Committee.
Please contact Meade Van Pelt:
director@harrelsoncenter.org.

Help Hub Members

Over 8,300

neighbors received
assistance in last 4 years.

KEYSTONE MEMBERS
First Baptist Church
First Presbyterian Church
St. James Episcopal Church

3,296

Neighbors sought
assistance in 2019.

A collaborative outreach program providing emergency financial assistance
and guidance to additional resources for individuals and families.

We have met and will continue to meet with many resilient neighbors during the
10 hours per week that the Help Hub is open. Recently we spoke with one of our
determined and endearing neighbors, Fawn, a Help Hub client and a Help Hub
donor. Fawn came in seeking assistance for her and her son because “Sometimes
you just don’t make enough.” Fawn was struggling financially while in between
jobs after being laid off. She was also giving back financially to the Help Hub in
smaller increments because “you have to give to receive.” Amen, Fawn.
With a full circle of neighbors who join in a prayer at 9 am Tuesday-Thursday
mornings, we know we need to give more. We need to give more to our
neighbors who are constantly challenged to secure affordable housing, childcare,
transportation, healthcare -often all the above- and share opportunities to give
and receive with our neighbors.
Since the hurricane we have learned more about the needs and our capacity.
As we enter our fifth Help Hub year with 18 loyal supporting members and 65
dedicated volunteers, we are focused on the future of providing and connecting
neighbors. Seven volunteers are committed to developing the Help Hub
Long Range Plan. We have doubled size of the Help Hub area and created a
children’s nook to accommodate advisors and families. With current financial
commitments, we budgeted to distribute $150,000 in emergency assistance in
2020. We distributed $338,000 in 2019 due to donors, grantors, churches, and
volunteers increasing their time and treasure for hurricane recovery. We welcome
all faiths and organizations to love our neighbors and invest in this crisis ministry.
Please contact Sonja, helphubdirector@gmail.com or 910.769.5357.
Assistance

Housing

Power

Water

Rx, Transit

Funding

2019

$151,490

$93,952

$60,763

$31,848

$338,053

CORNERSTONE MEMBERS
The Ministering Circle
Pine Valley United
Methodist Church
St. Andrews-Covenant
Presbyterian Church
Wrightsville United
Methodist Church

PILLAR MEMBERS
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Winter Park Presbyterian Church

PATRON MEMBERS
Holy Cross Episcopal Church
Hope Community Church
Pine Valley Baptist Church
St. Andrews on the Sound
Episcopal Church
Winter Park Baptist Church

FRIENDS
Christ Community Church
First Christian Church
St. John’s Episcopal Church
St. Stephen A.M.E. Church

THANK YOU TO OUR GRANTORS & IN KIND SUPPORTERS

American Red Cross, Cape Fear Rotary Club, Catherine Kennedy Home Foundations,
NHC Community Foundation, Assistance League of Greater Wilmington, Bargain Box
of Wilmington, Making Waves Foundation, New Hanover Regional Medical Center,
Riverside Dental Arts, and Wilmington Optometry

Help Hub
Long Range Planning
John Daniels

Kay Dougherty
Mark Hamlet
Rev. Thomas Nixon
Dennis Reisch
Aaron Schnurbusch

First Christian Church tours center with WPD’s new graduating police officers.

Jan Wessell

Leaders and Believers
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mary Butner
President
Tom Barber
Vice President
John Daniels
Treasurer
Peyton Earey
Secretary
Bert Exum
Ex-officio
Jim Everette
Ex-officio

Happy Clark
John Golder
Kristy Hubard
Julia Longfellow
Owen Metts
Rick Miley
Alex Miller
Andy Motley
Walt Rapp
Steve Risley
Heather Sutton
Jeff Troutman

HONORARY BOARD
Claude Arnold
Claude Bridger
Doug Barbour
Joe Capell
Vicki Dull
Jim Everette
Don Fallis

Carlton Fisher
Bobby Harrelson
Mike Queen
Frances Trask
Berry Trice
Harry Williams

ANNEX LEADERSHIP
Claude Arnold
Tom Barber
Bert Exum

Rick Miley
Steve Risley

OUR STAFF
Meade Van Pelt
Executive Director

Sonja McFarland
Help Hub Director

Lindsay Prickett

Development Director

Christy Aley

Community Outreach Coordinator

Kimberly Bandera

Communications & Marketing

NHHS Interns Learn and Serve
~ Submitted by teacher Elizabeth Felts

The Harrelson Center has been a magnificent
partner to the education of students at New Hanover
High School. In 2014, I created the Honors Service
Learning Program for NHHS juniors and seniors. This
program allows students to learn about leadership,
professionalism and issues in the community and
world. They must complete a minimum of 40 hours of
service based on an area of interest, passion, or future
pathway. The Harrelson Center has adopted these
students as consistent interns, providing them the
Elizabeth & Christy
insight and knowledge of the needs of our community
collecting relief supplies
and what it takes to make a difference. Every staff
member has welcomed the students and provided
the setting for them to step up as servant leaders.
Lindsay Prickett in particular has made life changing
impacts on these students’ lives by inspiring them to
be knowledgeable, passionate and involved citizens
now and in the future.
The Harrelson Center has also made a tremendous
impact on students in the 9th/10th Grade Bridge
NHHS juniorTamiya working
Program at NHHS. These students need support but
on spreadsheets
have leadership potential. Over the past two years,
the Harrelson Center has given opportunities for small
groups to learn and serve and think about the world
beyond themselves. Students helped in the hurricane
recovery warehouse and with partners A Bike For
Every Child and Operation Pretty Things. They also
enjoyed preparing for the Thankful Hearts luncheon
last fall. Many of the students explained that they did
not think they could help others or did not see value in
themselves, but after serving, they now see that they
NHHS senior Faith Ann
can make a difference. They serve once a month, and
helping in Welcome Center
are always begging their teachers to go back more!
The Harrelson Center is truly “a place where needs are met, dreams are fostered
and hope abounds,” a perfect description for what partnering with the Harrelson
Center has done in the lives of NHHS students. NHHS is supremely grateful for
their partnership and will continue to partner together in the future.

Robert Davis

Maintenance Assistant & Security

Arnetta Farrington
Receptionist

Audrey Hart

NH Disaster Coalition Director

Frances Reyes

Recovery & Help Hub Assistant

John Robbins, Jr.

Building Superintendent

Aaron Schnurbusch
Administrative Assistant

Kimberlie Thompson
Hospitality & Development

Mark Your Calendars for 2020 events!
3/16
4/23
11/19

Golf Tournament & Bridge		
A Day in the Country, Genteel
Thankful Hearts Luncheon		

10:00 am - 3:00 PM
12:00 - 7:30 PM
11:30 am - 1:00 PM

Tour the campus!

1st Tuesday of each month @ 11 am 4/07, 5/05, 6/02
or by appointment: christy.harrelsoncenter@gmail.com

20 North 4th Street Suite 214
Wilmington, NC 28401
910.343.8212
harrelsoncenter.org
harrelsoncenter
@harrelsoncenter
@theharrelsoncenter

It’s what’s inside that matters!
Presents
4th annual

Monday March 16

New Women’s division
		

Visit our website today
to sponsor or play

harrelsoncenter.org/golf-tournament
or harrelsoncenter.org/sponsorship-bundles

Check In begins @ 8:30 AM
SHotgun start 10 am

golfer ENTRY: $100
Sponsorship levels: $400-$2500 				

