
 

Contact: Meade Van Pelt 

director@harrelsoncenter.org 

910-343-8212          

Harrelson Center is Removing Barriers, Rebuilding Lives 
Walls at 4th & Market Streets coming down 

Wilmington, NC –When the Jo Ann Carter Harrelson Center was incorporated as a nonprofit for centralized 
ministry and humanitarian outreach, leadership knew their home for nonprofits in the old New Hanover Law 
Enforcement Center would fully transform from a place of incarceration to a place for hope and freedom. The 
Harrelson Center was incorporated in 2008 to support nonprofit partners with reduced office rent and shared 
meeting space and has continued to grow to meet the needs and issues in our region. Five nonprofits have been 
working together in the Harrelson Center for over 10 years and a dozen more local organizations have joined 
the campus, operating collectively at full capacity.  

The moment has come to transition the remaining campus, the three story, abandoned Jail Cell Tower, which 
will become the Vicki Dull Annex. This will allow for expanded services and collaborations to address the 
layers of challenges with which our neighbors live and include an event space for the nonprofits and as a 
sustainable revenue source for the campus. Demolition of the interior heavy concrete cells began in November 
and is halfway through process. The demolition provided an opportunity to break down other barriers, including 
the barrier walls that confine the city block at the corner of Market and 4th Streets. This is part of the second 
phase in the campus transformation that began in 2015 with Unlock Hope capital campaign. The campaign 
continues for citizens, businesses, and foundations in the community to commit the last $1.5 million to 
complete the upfit and transformation. The Harrelson Center anticipates the Annex will thrive as our neighbors 
thrive, and the Market St. corner will be a welcoming entrance and sculpture garden for our city.  

On February 14 from 12:30-1:00 PM, the community is invited to Love Your Neighbors ceremony in the Center 
courtyard. District Attorney Ben David will mark the occasion with shared hope for our future, “Removing 
Barriers, Rebuilding Lives,” followed by a music dedication, and removing bricks from the Market Street 
barrier wall, which will fully be demolished in February.  

“We are all always removing barriers in the course of our lives, and some neighbors have more barriers than 
others. The Harrelson Center is a place for everyone in our community to come together and address obstacles 
and injustices, and rebuild lives and relationships. We are committed to loving our neighbors, and providing 
hope, opportunity, and empowerment. We look forward to removing the barriers with and for our community,” 
says Meade Van Pelt, Harrelson Center Executive Director. 

ABOUT THE HARRELSON CENTER FOR NON-PROFITS: www.HarrelsonCenter.org Jo Ann Carter 
Harrelson Center is a nonprofit campus located in downtown Wilmington that provides non-profit organizations 
with office and meeting space and services to promote their stability and mission. Support for Partners include 
below market rent, utilities, conference rooms, parking, networking and educational opportunities, marketing, 
and volunteer recruitment. The Harrelson Center has 17 on-campus Partners and 4 off-campus Associate 
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Partners. The Unlock Hope capital campaign for the non-profit community and those they serve.

 



 


