
The Harrelson Center and New Hanover Resiliency Task Force Launch  

The Orange Mailbox Project: A Youth Summer Initiative 

“Pen Pal” program seeks to create new, diverse and county-wide connections. 

Wilmington, NC – June 1, 2021 – Orange mailboxes are popping up at various locations 
throughout the county, with invitations for local youth to connect through a summer letter 
writing program. The Orange Mailbox Project is an initiative of The Harrelson Center and the 
New Hanover Resiliency Task Force and is intended to inspire local youth to make diverse 
connections, maybe friendships, while expressing their personal resilience through creative 
writing. The mailboxes will be placed with organizations that are hosting summer youth 
programming and will remain in place with templates provided and exchanged once a month 
through September, 2021.  

“We are eager to help our local youth make connections that might not otherwise be made 
with our Orange Mailbox Project,” said Harrelson Center’s Community Outreach Coordinator 
Christy Aley.  The organizations that are hosting these mailboxes will lead the letter writing, 
offering prompts and templates that help guide program leaders and youth to share thoughts 
and ideas with candor and curiosity. Two templates will be provided: one for middle school 
students and another for high school. Once completed, the postcards will be strategically 
delivered to create diverse connections in the county. 

If, by the end of the three-month project, participating youth are inclined, program leaders may 
create opportunities for youth to meet in person or Zoom. 

The organizations where Orange Mailboxes will be located are (with more be added weekly):  

• The Harrelson Center 
• St. Andrews Covenant Presbyterian 
• St. Andrews AME 
• Warner Temple AME 
• Wrightsville Beach Methodist Church 
• Boys and Girls Brigade 
• First Presbyterian Church  

The color orange was chosen as this color symbolizes and represents confidence, joy, harmony, 
freedom and enthusiasm -- characteristics that exist within every child.   

About The Harrelson Center 
The Jo Ann Carter Harrelson Center is Wilmington, North Carolina’s campus for non-profit 
organizations. Founded in 2008, its mission is to provide a centralized campus for non-profit 
organizations that offer hope, opportunity and empowerment. The Harrelson Center provides 
administrative resources and below-market rates for office suites fostering greater operational 



stability for its partner non-profit organizations. By sharing common ground and common 
purpose, the organizations at The Harrelson Center enjoy certain synergy in service, 
networking, volunteer recruitment, marketing and educational opportunities. The Harrelson 
Center has 18 on-campus partners and seven off-campus associate partners with which it 
closely collaborates. For more information visit http://harrelsoncenter.org/ 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Margee Herring 
margeeherring@gmail.com 
910-233-2466 
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