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Kairos Center Named 2019 Harrelson Center Partner of the Year 
 
Wilmington, NC - Kairos Center was recognized as nonprofit Partner of the Year at the 8th Annual Thankful 

Hearts Luncheon on November 21, 2019. Each year the Jo Ann Carter Harrelson Center nonprofit campus recognizes one 
of their sixteen partners that has effectively engaged people in their community and changed lives.  

 
Kairos Center’s mission is to help people discover their passion, purpose and power and to guide them on their 

journey to experience their true destiny. Kairos Center achieves a unique balance of faith and fortitude. Director Glenda 
Tate founded Kairos on the belief that God uniquely created each individual for a distinct and divine purpose. She leads 
coursework, coaching and mentoring opportunities, covering curriculum such as education planning and certifications; 
financial literacy and stability; business planning and entrepreneurship; and life purpose and challenges. Glenda explains 
why working side by side with entrepreneurs is rewarding, “when someone starts a new business, they can change the 
trajectory of poverty for themselves and their family.” Kairos community engagement is extensive, providing resources 
for individuals to overcome obstacles and pursue lifelong goals and healthy, productive lives. 

 
One of the Kairos Center’s recent entrepreneurs is Tyrell Brockington. Tyrell grew up in Wilmington, learned 

woodworking at Kids Making It, and is now the proud owner of Crafty Inks, making and selling handcrafted, fine wood 
pens and accessories. On October 11, 2019, Crafty Inks had a business launch at the Harrelson Center. Tyrell attended 
the luncheon and presented the Partner of the Year award to Mrs. Tate with Harrelson Center Executive Director Meade 
Van Pelt and Board Member Owen Metts. With four hundred guests in attendance, Tyrell received many holiday orders 
and has since presented his products to numerous local businesses for custom orders. Crafty Inks has a sales display in 
the Harrelson Welcome Center, and Tyrell continues to meet with Mrs. Tate regarding ongoing business challenges, such 
as marketing, production, and reinvestment. Kairos Center is committed to the success of each participant, has several 
more working on business plans, and goal of launching six new entrepreneurs in 2020. 

 
 “It was an honor to celebrate Kairos Center as our 2019 Partner of the Year,” says Executive Director Meade 

Van Pelt.  “We anticipate supporting Glenda and her entrepreneurs to break the poverty cycle and embrace 
entrepreneurship for many years. We are grateful Kairos Center came on campus 2016 and is growing with us!” 

 
ABOUT THE HARRELSON CENTER FOR NON-PROFITS. The Jo Ann Carter Harrelson Center, a nonprofit campus located at 
Market and 4th streets in downtown Wilmington, provides nonprofit organizations with administrative and meeting 
space and supports services to promote financial stability and community impact. Partners receive below-market rent, 
utilities, parking and security, networking and educational opportunities, marketing and promotions, and volunteer 
recruitment and connections. The centralized campus attracts all size nonprofits focused on safety, stability, and 
opportunity for individuals and families through housing, education, employment, entrepreneurship, mental health, and 
support through crisis, violence, poverty, toxic stress, with emergency relief and long term recovery. The Harrelson 
Center currently has 17 on-campus Partners, 4 off-campus Associate Partners, and an emergency financial assistance 
service, the Help Hub, in partnership with eighteen faith-based organizations. The Unlock Hope Capital Campaign is 
raising funds to create 25,000 additional square feet in the Vicki Dull Annex, the previous New Hanover Law 
Enforcement Center Jail Tower now actively being renovated. Annex is expected to open later 2020. The Center raises 



funds through events, donations, grants, and rentals. For more about the Harrelson Center, Help Hub, and Partners, or 
to make a donation or connection, please visit www.HarrelsonCenter.org. All citizens are encouraged to drop in for tour 
the Center every first Tuesday at 11 am or schedule at convenience.  

ABOUT THE KAIROS CENTER 
The Kairos Center’s mission is to impact the cycle of poverty in the community through economic empowerment. Their 
primary focus it to create learning opportunities for individuals, empowering them to change their own economic status 
through programs which provide for advancing formal education as well as starting new businesses. They believe that 
education is a stepping stone to opportunities and must always be viewed as a gateway to a brighter future regardless of 
a family’s ability to pay for services and regardless of their past. Likewise, business ownership provides a path that not 
only can provide for increased earnings but can also be passed from one generation to another. Their program for 
aspiring entrepreneurs holds great promise for changing the trajectory of many in the community. They ensure that 
people of all backgrounds have the opportunity to build healthy, productive, and inspiring lives and that they have the 
place and the support they need to obtain those necessary skills. 

  Glenda Tate, Kairos Center Executive Director, Harrelson Center 2019 Partner of the Year 

 

 Tyrell Brockington, graduate of Kairos Center entrepreneur program; Meade 
Van Pelt, Executive Director Harrelson Center; Glenda Tate, Executive Director Kairos Center; Owen Metts, Harrelson 
Center Board Member and Partner Committee  
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