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Welcoming this Season of Thankfulness and Collective Good  Will
As we go to press with our bi-annual print newsletter, the world at the Harrelson Center keeps spinning with great velocity and 
progress. Our collaborative humanitarian work effectively reaches and impacts people living in our region. We remain focused 
on opportunity with partnerships on and off campus and always look forward to sharing the highlights and achievements, 
where lives are improved and community continues to strengthen and grow.

We do hold our breath a bit as hurricane season churns on through November and 
are grateful that we were mostly spared by Hurricane Ian. When we see lives lost in 
Florida, Cuba, and NC from Ian and in Puerto Rico from Fiona, we remember all too 
well the personal property and infrastructure devastation at home from Florence. 
We are reminded of vulnerability in disaster and in the unexpected for all of us, but 
particularly for the most fragile.

The Harrelson Center and partners continue to learn resiliency, recovery and trauma-
informed work and are better for it. We know that caring, concerned people respond 
in disaster but that support and empathy will naturally waver over time. One of our 
roles is to maintain stability and momentum in and for all kinds of disaster, especially 
the quieter, daily kinds we witness here. 

Ultimately, four years later, despite over 100 local families still displaced, we are better prepared to overcome barriers and 
provide equity in referral and volunteer networks, service delivery and protocols.

We continue to spin and evolve and understand each other’s capacities and expertise and how to share skillsets so that 
everyone – our partners, the clients they serve, and the community at large -- move forward with purpose, confidence and 
reinforced good will.

That community good will is the softer side of community hardship, and here at the Jo Ann Carter Harrelson Center, good will 
is in ready and steady supply.

Our collective capacity is once again growing. We are completing the transformation in the 4th 
and 5th floors of the Vicki Dull Annex for eight new partners next year and are actively integrating 
five new partnerships. One of those new partners launched their first day on campus leading an 
expunction clinic for thirty clients with students from the Duke Law Clinic.

Please continue reading for exciting developments and plan to celebrate with us at our 11th Annual 
Thankful Hearts on Thursday, November 17th. We will gather to bring in the season and share in 
the gratitude that comes from facing hardship together and meeting the needs of many with our 
collective good will.

                 Meade Van Pelt
                                                                                                                   Executive Director
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Help Hub Members
KEYSTONE MEMBERS

First Baptist Church 
First Presbyterian Church

St. James Episcopal 
Church

CORNERSTONE MEMBERS
The Ministering Circle 

Pine Valley United                
Methodist  Church 

 St. Andrews-Covenant 
Presbyterian Church
Wrightsville United              
Methodist Church

PATRON MEMBERS
Holy Cross Episcopal Church

Hope Community Church
Pine Valley Baptist Church
St. Andrews on the Sound 

Episcopal Church
Winter Park Baptist Church

PILLAR MEMBERS
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Winter Park Presbyterian 

Church

FRIENDS
Christ  Community Church

First Christian Church
St. John’s Episcopal Church
St. Stephen A.M.E. Church

United Advent Christian Church
Warner Temple AME Zion 

SUPPORTERS
Assistance League of Greater 

Wilmington
Bank of America

Catherine Kennedy Home 
Foundation

Champion McDowell Davis 
Charitable Foundation Inc
Making Waves Foundation

Oak Foundation

“I have volunteered at Help Hub since August 2020 to do 
data entry. In that time, I’ve learned how many different 
ways clients can be helped. The other day, I arrived early 
for my data entry shift and was asked if I would be willing 
to fill in for the greeter who at the last minute could not 
be there. I said I would do my best!

The morning started slow with 3 people in the lobby as 
we said an opening prayer. A happily energetic 4-year-old 
granddaughter of one of the visitors lit up the room with 
positive energy. Soon the waiting room filled with a variety 
of individuals anxious to see if assistance was available for 
their particular needs. 

Some in the group busied themselves quietly on their mobile 
phones, some stepping outside for a call or a smoke, one 
person crocheting a scarf for a young friend soon to start 
chemo, and a few asking how long before meeting with an 
advisor. 

The most amazing thing was how upbeat most of the 
people were despite their situations. Some were drawn 
away from their private activities into group discussions 
of favorite old TV shows which brought on fun and 
laughter. Insight and knowledge were shared of other local 
assistance agencies. The clients also shared their struggles 
– not so much to get sympathy as to encourage others who 
might be facing similar hard times. This seemed particularly 
true of persons in recovery who greeted each other warmly, 
asked how each other was doing, and wished each other well 
when they left.

Despite my learning curve in this new position, the visitors 
told me I did a great job as they left. I am glad I had this 
opportunity to see what happens at the front end of the 
process when I’m normally at the back end.”

A Day in the Life of a Help Hub Greeter

Help Hub emergency financial 
assistance seeks to relieve our 
neighbors’ housing crisis. To date, we 
have met, funded and guided over 
1200 households. Funding towards 

housing and utilities may average under $200, but they 
are significant and meaningful connections. This week 
we received a thank you note from a young boy who 
came in with his family. It was drawn on a cardboard box 
with colorful hearts, balloons, and rays of sunshine over a 
sweet house. Many of us started drawing at a young age 
with pictures like this, but most of us had a safe home. If you would like to learn more 
about about how to become a contributing member or organization and/or volunteer, 
please contact Sonja at helphubdirector@gmail.com.

Connecting Clients to Community Resources 



Welcoming Two New Partners . . .
In welcoming new partners, we are intentional about the services we bring to our campus and community, 
and for our nonprofit partners and their clients. Two new partners are bringing essential services:  

Helping Harvest Foundation facilitates healthcare for our homeless, aging, disabled and mentally at-
risk neighbors. Founder and Executive Director Jamie Stokely was inspired to establish Helping Harvest 
Foundation after caring for her mother, helping her navigate the hurdles and loopholes to manage medical, 
financial and social crises all at once. We are delighted to be expanding our healthcare services by virtue of 
Jamie and her Helping Harvest Foundation.  

Legal Aid of North Carolina, a nonprofit law firm that provides free legal services in civil matters to low 
income people, is expanding its expungement services in NHC, removing criminal conviction or charges from 
a person’s record. The Second Chance Initiative allows those who have served their time to be prosperous, 
law-abiding community members rather than automatically being excluded from opportunities and cycled 
backed into the criminal justice system. Legal Aid of NC will be conveniently located across from the NHC 
Courthouse for ease of access to these services. 

And three new associate partners...
NAMI, the National Alliance on Mental Illness is the nation’s largest grassroots mental health organization 
dedicated to building better lives for individuals and families affected by mental illness. Local volunteers 
provide regular support groups and educational programs. 

Smart Start of New Hanover County is committed to the welfare and future success of our community’s 
youngest children. As part of a statewide early childhood Initiative, Smart Start of New Hanover County 
serves as a local leader in developing a comprehensive, collaborative approach to serve the needs of all 
children, birth to 5, what is now recognized as the critical “first 2,000 days.”

Yoga Village works to increase the resilience, personal strength and wellness of our community by providing 
evidence-based yoga and mindfulness practices to our most vulnerable neighbors. We love having Yoga 
Village here every Tuesday at 1 PM, leading come-as-you-are yoga for anyone who stops by. Join them!

Thursday ,  November  17 ,  2022

Thankful Hearts
1 1 t h  A n n u a l 

Breakfas t  7 :30 -8 :30  am 
or  Lunch  12 -1pm

Firs t  Bapt i s t  Act iv i ty  Center 
1939  Independence  B lvd

For sponsorships visit HarrelsonCenter.org or
contact Lindsay.HarrelsonCenter@gmail.com 

to reserve your table!



SYNERGY FOR SOCIAL GOOD

Today’s critical social issues are being addressed by Partners, 
Associate Partners, and Harrelson Center Initiatives

2022 Partners Partners | Associate Partners | Initiatives

Career Development Conflict Resolution Disability and Special Needs

Emergency Response Equity and Access Family Support

Food Security Health and Wellness Housing Stability

Interpersonal Violence Youth Enrichment

Kairos Center 
Philippians 3 Ministry 
Voyage 
Cape Fear Collective

Soaring as Eagles 
Community Counseling Center
Communities In Schools

Coastal BUDS  
Family Support Network 
GHA Autism Supports 
Child Development Center
Theatre for All

Catholic Charities 
Rescue Mission 
Salvation Army 
United Way 
Help Hub

Catholic Charities
Legal Aid 
Narrative Arts 
Soaring as Eagles 
Better is Possible 
Cape Fear Latinos  
Cape Fear Collective 
Caridad 

Foster Pantry 
Family Promise 
Restored Souls Foundation 
Soaring as Eagles 
Caridad
SmartStart of NHC 

Catholic Charities 
Feast Down East 
Salvation Army

Helping Harvest Foundation
Peer Recovery Resources 
Community Care of the Lower Cape 
Fear 
Community Counseling Center
NAMI Wilmington 
Turning the Wheel 
United Way
Yoga Village 
Help Hub

Catholic Charities 
Family Promise 
Cape Fear Collective 
Cape Fear Habitat for Humanity 
Eden Village 
United Way 
Help Hub

Operation Pretty Things 
A Safe Place 
United Way

A Bike for Every Child 
Soaring As Eagles 
Voyage 
Young Scientist Academy 
Better is Possible
Communities In Schools 
Be the Light 



Removing 
Barriers

Rebuilding 
Lives

Unlock Hope Update: We have reached our goal! Get out the hard hats!
We are thrilled to announce that with your gifts and pledges over multiple years and a final push with the Last Million 
Campaign, we have met our capital goal and are ready to begin building out before the end of the year!

We have truly experienced the spirit of generosity of over 280 donors, from leading philanthropic foundation grants, 
to dollars folded in notebook paper and mailed, to consistent automated bank donations. Each and every one received 
humbly and with delight! Then, in the new NC State fiscal year 2022-2023, we were approved for NC Funding that allows us 
to proceed with Annex suite upfits without any debt or partner shared expenses!

The fourth and fifth floors of the former jail tower will be office suites for eight nonprofit partners by mid-2023. With private 
offices, shared workspaces and an amazing 575 sf conference room-with-a-view, we will welcome three partners on the fifth 
floor, and five partners on the expansive fourth floor. Each new partner suite will be between 1100 and 1800 square feet.

The view to the south and west, toward the Cape Fear Memorial Bridge and across Wilmington’s rooftops, the beautiful 
Temple of Israel gold dome, and Help Hub founding church steeples, is no less than spectacular. (View below!)

We are actively sharing plans, interviewing prospective partners, and entering Letters of Intent. Our main building is 
full, but we are working with potential partners to begin as Associate Partners for immediate shared amenities and 
collaboration. Please contact Meade to inquire and tour, as meetings with organizations are underway!

Our Last Million Campaign
In 2005, Bobby Harrelson gave the initial $1M to establish the Center 

in memory of his late wife, Jo Ann Carter Harrelson. As a testament to 
his continued stewardship and devotion to this campus of nonprofit 

organizations and humanitarian ministries, 30 colleagues and friends of 
Bobby’s storied real estate development career gathered together to raise 
“the last million to honor the first.” We are grateful to Grayson Powell and 
his team who led this poignant conclusion to our capital campaign. Then 
in June, we honored two of our Honorary Board members, Mike Queen 
and Jim Everette, who have inspired us from the beginning, and were 
recognized by another generous donor. Lastly, a special thank you to 

one wilmington, which combines individiual contributions to 
make an impactful gift to an exemplary organization annually. 

Their committment to Unlock Hope topped off the Last Million!

The first million, in honor of Jo Ann Carter; the last million, in honor of Bobby.



Thinking of someone special? Give a gift to many, in honor or memory!

harrelsoncenter.org/ways-to-give/corporate-sponsorship-bundles

Silver

Bund le Your Generosity in 2023 
We invite you to bundle your corporate giving across multiple events to make a bigger impact and yearlong investment. 

We are grateful to these business partners who have bundled their generosity in 2022!

Gold

Platinum

Have your next event at Plaza on Princess!
Up to 300 people, A/V presentation equipment, Warming kitchen, Exterior courtyard, & Onsite parking

Visit plazaonprincess.wixsite.com/plaza-on-princess to reserve your date!



The Harrelson Center Honorary Endowment
Our 2022 Honorary Board of Directors has come together to establish the Harrelson Center Honorary Endowment, 
our first endowment to create a long-term solution to support future campus operations and initiatives for our 
community.

The Honorary Endowment will be managed through the North Carolina Community Foundation (NCCF) which 
provides prudent management of charitable assets for more than 1300 charitable funds across the state. NCCF 
combines the assets from these charitable funds for investment, allowing each fund to benefit from the strength of 
a larger $400 million pooled portfolio. 

The Honorary Board has made the initial investment to establish an endowment fund that can grow over time with 
other faithful donors giving directly to NCCF for the benefit of the Center. Their commitment to the Jo Ann Carter 
Harrelson Center assures this campus of nonprofits will continue to be a place where needs are met, dreams are 
fostered, and hope abounds.

Our newest addition to the Honorary Board is Austin Aley, 2017 Board Chair, active member of the Outreach 
Committee, and Help Hub volunteer. 

Among the sixteen of the 2022 Honorary Board was Harry Williams, who passed away in early October. Harry 
served as 2012 Board Chair and Chair of the Long-Range Planning Committee, a group he prayerfully led over 18 
tedious months analyzing critical data. Through his leadership, the Board made a unanimous decision to initiate a 
$5M capital campaign to expand the main building and renovate the Annex building for more partnerships.

We would not be where we are today without the confidence and leadership of each of our Honorary members. Do 
not hesitate to ask us about how you can help build the Harrelson Center Honorary Endowment.

Upcoming Partner Events
NOV

12
FAMILY PROMISE 
OYSTER ROAST & HARVEST TOAST
A night of great music, delicious food and fellowship 
at White Feather Farm!
www.oysterroastharvesttoast.eventbrite.com

COMMUNITIES IN SCHOOLS OF CAPE FEAR
BLUE & WHITE BASH
A night of dancing and drinks at Bluewater 
Waterfront Grill www.ciscapefear.org/our-events/
blue-white-bash-2022/

NOV
18

THEATRE FOR ALL FALL SHOW
The annual fall show at Hannah Block USO
www.theatreforall.org

DEC
1 & 2

GLORIA: A CHRISTMAS CONCERT FOR 
RESTORED SOULS FOUNDATION
Enjoy a Christmas concert by Restored Soul’s 
classical musical group, Unchambered.
www.restoredsoulsfoundation.org/unchambered

DEC
22

NOV
24

CAPE FEAR HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
TURKEY TROT 
Support a great cause while enjoying a 5K or 1 Mile 
walk or run. www.capefearhabitat.org/turkeytrot/

NOV 17, 
2022

THANKFUL HEARTS BREAKFAST AND LUNCH
Enjoy either breakfast or lunch and a meaningful 
program.

Save the Dates!

APRIL 27, 
2023

SEPT 18, 
2023

NOV 16, 
2023

A DAY IN THE COUNTRY
12-7PM at Genteel in Atkinson, NC. Day filled 
with country fun, food, and fresh air

7th ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
Join us for a round of golf at Magolia Greens 
Golf Course to support 20+ nonprofits in one 
day

THANKFUL HEARTS BREAKFAST AND LUNCH
Enjoy either breakfast or lunch and a meaningful 
program.

NOV 9, 
2022

PROTOCOL SAVE & GIVE
Enjoy a 10% discount and give 10% of your 
purchase to the HC at Protocol

Jim Everette
Don Fallis, in Memoriam

Carlton Fisher
Bobby Harrelson

Mike Queen
Frances Trask

Berry Trice
Harry Williams, in Memoriam

HONORARY BOARD

Austin Aley
Claude Arnold

Bill Anlyan
Claude Bridger

Doug Barbour
Tammy Blizzard

Joe Cappell
Vicki Dull
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“Canvas of Hope” 
original artwork by Elizabeth Sheats


