
With great joy, the Jo Ann Carter Harrelson Center expands our humanitarian services campus in downtown 
Wilmington! We look forward to saying that more often over the upcoming year as we continue to create wel-
coming space for collaborations that benefit and strengthen people and resources in our community. There is 
no doubt that we will fully transform an old, confining jail into a thriving nonprofit community center, for every-
one. Most recently, the word fount, comes to me to describe the Harrelson Center. It is truly a source, inspiring 
and overflowing. The more time spent near the fount, we hope you will be called to be an invested believer and 
leader in empowerment, through our expansion.

The completion of our fourth floor renovation allowed for one Partner expansion and four new Partnerships 
over the last couple of months. StepUp Wilmington (SUW) with over 11 years at the Center continues to grow 
and bring job training, life skills, and opportunities together and advocate for livable wages, economic stability 
and equity. Sharing the 2500 square foot suite with SUW, our first new Partner is an organization that was ig-
nited here almost a year ago after Hurricane Florence, New Hanover Disaster Coalition. New Hanover County’s 
long term recovery group was at the communications forefront with County Emergency Operations Center and 
City officials in Hurricane Dorian preparations and response, while continuing with Hurricane Florence recovery 
that is expected to take 8 years. Three other new Partners bring their unique missions and skill sets. Vantage 
Pointe, established over 25 years ago in Wilmington, mediates and facilitates healthy communication training 
and supports relationships within families and organizations, and in New Hanover and Pender County 
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Teen Courts. Next, Working Narratives takes communication to the broader audience through storytelling and technology, 
particularly focusing on video narratives that elevate social justice movements and training others to do so, like their local Youth 
Media Project. We have a lot to say and do at the Center and look forward to learning from this new Partner on how to effec-
tively disseminate our nonprofit missions, initiatives, and impact. Lastly, but not least, Soaring as Eagles brings heart, faith, 
fellowship, and life skills to families, neighborhoods, and Title 1 schools Snipes Academy and Rachel Freeman.  We are honored 

and excited to watch what will evolve as Partners integrate and synergize with the insight and determi-
nation already on campus. Our campus and hearts are full…but not for long!

With great anticipation and expectation, we are ready for the next phase of development with an Annex 
of opportunity! Many of you have toured the Jail Cell Tower that is connected to our active nonprofit 
building over the last few years. If you haven’t and would like to see it for the first or last time, please 
come soon as inside demolition is scheduled this fall! Our Unlock Hope Leadership and Annex Commit-
tees have been diligently working to raise funding and finalize architectural and engineering plans to 
create three floors of welcoming space and new partnerships. An earlier commissioned Dream Team of 
nonprofit and community leaders identified needs and dreams for the Annex. One of those needs was 
a larger community center for nonprofit fundraising events, workshops, and training. Completing the 
6500+ square foot community hall, located off our second floor courtyard, will be our first focus, while 
we determine essential nonprofit humanitarian partnerships for two upper floors. As part of the pro-
cess to move forward, we presented our Annex building plans to the Historic Preservation Committee, 
and proposed removing the tall brick screen wall at the corner of Market and 4th Streets. In addition to 
providing an easily accessible and welcoming entry, removing this wall is a commitment to taking down 
walls and building hope in our region. 

We encourage you to be a part of this community mission and finish our Unlock Hope capital campaign.  
Together we are a fount of many blessings. 

We enjoy sharing life with you!  Fall is our busiest season, even without a hurricane, and you will read 
about many opportunities to engage. Our collaborative Partner Golf Tournament is  October 14, An Eve-

Summer Donor Party            

Meade Van Pelt presenting 
Tyke Toler as Volunteer of the 

Year. Tyke is at reception every 
Wednesday and brings joy to 
visitors, partners, and staff.

Brad and Cindy Hudson received 
Unlock Hope Key. Their family will 

celebrate with naming ceremony next 
year. We are also grateful for Brad's 

commitment to the Unlock Hope Lead-
ership team and for this young family's 

visionary gift.

Catherine and Pam Fallis with 
Mike Queen accepting Don 

Fallis in memoriam to the Hon-
orary Board of Directors.

Brothers Buddy and Steve Bryan received Unlock 
Hope Key and named Bryan Hall, the new community 
space anticipated in the Annex. The gift was made in 

loving memory of their parents, Ray and JoAnn Bryan 
by the RA Bryan Foundation.

(A Word from Our Executive Director, continued from front page)

Unlock Hope 
Capital Campaign

Thank you to all our donors for your thoughtful and generous giving!

               For Ways of Giving: 
UnlockHope@HarrelsonCenter.org

$3.4
Million

ning to Unlock Hope is November 20, and our 8th 
annual Thankful Hearts Luncheon is November 21, 
along with many Partner events on and off cam-
pus through the holidays. 

In everything we do, we serve our neighbors. 
   With love and gratitude,
   Meade Horton Van Pelt



Thank you to our 2019 presenting c0-sponsors, Sound Bank and F3 Fitness, 
Fellowship, and Faith for their enthusiasm and leadership helping us hit our 
target of $64,000! It was a beautiful day filled with healthy competition and 
camaraderie thanks to the tireless efforts of our volunteers who organized the 
fishing, skeet, and archery. Guests enjoyed sunshine, laughter and a country 
buffet lunch, and participated in property and house tours. A highlight at the end 
of the day was the dog demonstrations - from a puppy just learning to fetch to 
a champion retriever. The appreciative audience enjoyed cigars and bourbon by 
the pond while raffles and awards were shared. 
We always look forward to returning to Genteel with you!

1ST PLACE EVENT WINNERS PICTURED ABOVE:  
Fishing: Randy Siegel, Signature Plumbing; Skeet: Deans Hackney, Jr., Horizon Homes; Archery: Ryan Condron, Highland Roofing 
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“Excuse me ma’am,” he quietly cleared his throat, “may I have a pack of those crackers?”

I turned to see a pleasant faced gentleman seated in our new reception area. He was pointing at a basket of 
snacks on the coffee counter.

 We have recently spruced up the Welcome Center in the Harrelson Center lobby and in the middle of this ren-
ovation while I was running about, a gentleman sat calmly in one of our newly delivered reception chairs. You 
know that pack of nabs you take for granted? Maybe you’re a peanut butter purist, or maybe, like me, you’re 
a fan of the new spicy cheese flavor. You grab a pack at the gas station when you are filling up (a blessing by 
the way) 50 cents isn’t something you think about. But not too long ago I was caught off guard by this simple 
request.   

“Of course,” I said grabbing the crackers and joining him.  We made some small talk and as I started back towards my desk, I 
again heard a slight clearing of the throat.
 
“Look at this,” he beamed, “I’ve been downstairs to the Help Hub and then they sent me upstairs to Catholic Charities, and 
look what they gave me – a full can of shaving cream all for me. Isn’t that something?” 

Yes.  Yes - it is something.  Maybe a can of shaving cream isn’t going to change the world, but it made a difference in his world.  
While on the Harrelson Center campus he also learned about StepUp and was planning to stop in and see them before leaving. 

Every day a life is impacted at the Harrelson Center. The truth? It’s not always those who come in seeking help. Sometimes 
it’s getting to sit with someone and see the look and feeling of empowerment that comes with seeing a future that has              
hope attached.

If you haven’t been on a tour or it’s been awhile, come and see us in our new Welcome Center – we’ll have some nabs waiting!

Overheard in the Harrelson Center Lobby
 ~Submitted by Kimberlie Thompson, Hospitality & Development



Cape Fear Habitat for Humanity works with 
families and individuals of all faiths in need of 
a decent, affordable place to live.

The Mission of Communities In Schools is to 
surround its students with a community of 
support, empowering them to stay in school 
and achieve in life. 

Catholic Charities offers five core programs: 
Emergency Assistance, Family Support, Di-
saster Services, Immigration Assistance, and 
Parish and Community Engagement. 

Operation Pretty Things is devoted to loving 
and empowering women victimized of do-
mestic violence and sexual assault. By coming 
alongside domestic violence shelter and sexual 
trauma support organizations,  OPT provides 
the necessary tools, gifts, and services to help 
women take their next steps. 

The Kairos Center’s mission is to help people 
discover their passion, purpose and power and 
to help them embark on the journey to experi-
ence their true destiny.  

The mission of A Bike for Every Child is to have 
our community come together to have every 
child experience the joy, confidence, and well 
being of owning and riding a bike.

Philippians 3 Ministries provides upscale 
interview and employment wardrobes for dis-
placed individuals as well as food and spiritual 
and emotional support.

StepUp Wilmington partners with businesses, 
non-profit organizations, churches and a vast 
volunteer network, to support people in our 
community in overcoming obstacles to find 
work and stability.

Peer Recovery Resources provides peer-taught 
classes in wellness recovery topics. There 
mission is to connect peers to the community 
through education, hope, and empowerment.

Family Promise delivers case management 
and transitional housing for victims of do-
mestic violence and emergency shelter to 
homeless families.

OUR  ASSOCIATE PARTNERS:
Be the Adult is a nonprofit organization that 
provides blueprints for calm and effective 
parenting so that children can grow into their 
best selves.

Foster Pantry generates a community of 
support, empowering the foster youth by 
providing them with essentials items, and 
encouraging foster families and caregivers 
with support resources.

Rescue Mission of Cape Fear provides food, 
shelter and clothing, as well as, daily chapel, 
prayer services, and self-help groups within 
the community at 502 Castle St.

United Way of the Cape Fear Area mobilizes 
resources to empower local people working 
toward leading self-sufficient, healthy lives.

In a fun and creative environment, Young 
Scientist Academy programs engage 
students’ innate interest in the natural world, 
encouraging real world research.

New Hanover Disaster Coalition connects 
residents with resources that aid in disas-
ter readiness, response and recovery. Their 
vision is for a community that emerges from 
disaster, stronger than before, with greater 
compassion, courage and unity.

Soaring As Eagles Outreach Ministry, Inc. is 
dedicated to empowering the families of 
Title 1 (low performing) schools through edu-
cation and resources including parenting and 
life skills classes. 

Vantage Pointe addresses the lack of acces-
sible conflict resolution services for families, 
organizations, and companies. Through 
mediation, facilitation, and training, they help 
people move forward productively, respectful-
ly, and effectively.

Working Narratives is a non-partisan social 
justice organization dedicated to challeng-
ing injustice by empowering communities to 
address issues that affect their lives. They are 
narrative and story strategists, artists, and 
community organizers dedicated to advancing 
social justice and equity.
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GHA Autism Supports provides quality communi-
ty services to meet the unique needs of individu-
als with Autism Spectrum Disorder.  



UPCOMING 
EVENTS!

OCT
11-12

NOV
1

NOV
1

NOV
1

NOV
16

HABITAT UPSCALE RESALE & DE-
SIGN CHALLENGE

This 2-day event brings together local 
design firms who are challenged to 
utilize ReStore resources for beauti-
ful vignettes. 6-9 PM VIP preview on 
10/11. 9am-2PM General Admission on 
10/12 at Coastline Convention Center. 
Details: CapeFearHabitat.org 

TEEING OFF WITH THE 
HARRELSON CENTER & PARTNERS
9 am - 4 PM at Magnolia Greens.  3rd 
Annual Collaborative Golf Tournament 
to raise funds for all our partners.
Details: HarrelsonCenter.org

CIS BLUE & WHITE BASH 
7-11 PM at Blue Water Grill.  Join CIS 
for great music, craft beer and wine, a 
fabulous silent auction and heavy hors 
d’oeuvres. Cash bar available.
Details: CISCapeFear.org

FAMILY PROMISE BEACH BALL 
6-10 PM at Holiday Inn Resort, 
Wrightsville Beach. Dinner and danc-
ing to music provided by the Band of 
Oz.  Live and silent auctions.
Details: FamilyPromiseLCF.org

OPERATION PRETTY THINGS
4th ANNUAL ONE GALA

6:30-10:30 PM at Warehouse 1856 Join 
OPT for cocktail hour, followed by a 
deliciously exquisite dinner, silent and 
live auctions, music and dancing, and 
a very special presentation! 
Details: OperationPrettyThings.org

BE THE ADULT BARN DANCE
5-9 PM at Marker 137. The party will 
include the band The MidAtlantic, 
some old fashioned square dancing, 
fun raffle, dinner and drinks.
Details: BeTheAdult.org

CATHOLIC CHARITIES GALA
6 PM at Raleigh Marriott Crabtree 
Valley. The Most Reverend Bishop Luis 
Rafael Zarama & the Catholic Charities 
Board of Directors will host the 9th 
Annual Gala. Enjoy reception, dinner, 
remarks and raffle.
Details: CatholicCharitiesRaleigh.org

THANKFUL HEARTS LUNCHEON
11:30 am - 1 PM at First Baptist Church 
Activities Center. 8th Annual MOI 
lunch, presentation and opportunity to 
show our gratitude.
Details: HarrelsonCenter.org

NOV
2

Community Impact

Kairos MicroEnterprise 
program success

Catholic Charities leads long term 
hurricane recovery efforts

PRR meeting with the Secretary 
of Veterans Affairs office

YSA students launch 
weather balloon 

Family Promise donates minivan

Rock painting 
with GHA Autism

Jerri at Philippians 3 
WORTH collection 

fashion show

CIS student spotlight 
on Austin

OCT
14

NOV
21

Tour the campus! 
1st Tuesday of each month @ 11 am

10/01, 11/5, 12/3
or by appointment

christy.harrelsoncenter@gmail.com

Tia is a proud Habitat homeowner

Soaring As Eagles  
with school children

Working Narritives Media Fellows 
learn story-gathering skills

Vantage Pointe conflict resolution

StepUp rings bell for 
Shannon’s new job

NHDC welcomes 
Governor Cooper

OPT celebrates with 
ONE Gala

A  Bike for Every 
Child for the holidays



KEYSTONE MEMBERS
First Baptist Church 

First Presbyterian Church

St. James Episcopal Church

PILLAR MEMBERS
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

The Ministering Circle

Winter Park Presbyterian Church

CORNERSTONE MEMBERS
Pine Valley United Methodist Church 

St. Andrews  Covenant
 Presbyterian Church

Wrightsville United Methodist Church

PATRON MEMBERS
Holy Cross Episcopal Church

Hope Community Church

Pine Valley Baptist Church

St. Andrews on the Sound 
Episcopal Church

Winter Park Baptist Church

HELP HUB MEMBERS

Supported in kind by:
Assistance League of Greater Wilmington, Bargain Box of Wilm-
ington, Making Waves Foundation, Riverside Dental Arts, and 
Wilmington Optometry 

From the Volunteer Desk, a Year Later
 ~Submitted by Annie Kane of Wilmington, Summer Intern 2018 & 2019 and Deerfield Academy High School Senior

This September marks one year since Hurricane Florence ravaged the Cape Fear region. While the significant progress in rebuild-
ing the Wilmington and surrounding communities is worth celebrating, the effects of the hurricane’s destruction continue to 
impact the lives of many, particularly the underprivileged and isolated. Florence devastated the homes and lives of those living 
in stable and secure conditions. The effect it left on the mentally and physically disabled, financially insecure, and already chal-
lenged members of this community is distressingly immeasurable. One of the bravest things individuals or families could do in 
this time of disaster was seek help. Many have been hesitant to ask, whether due to overwhelming circumstances, pride, risk, 
fear, guilt, or unawareness of opportunities, where to begin, or how to navigate.

Gratefully, the staff and volunteers at The Help Hub were meeting neighbors seeking assistance and could extend services to di-
saster situation. The Help Hub was established almost four years ago as a collaborative outreach program providing short-term or 
emergency assistance to individuals and families in need of financial help and guidance. Operations and neighbor assistance are 
supported by the Harrelson Center, area member churches, caring individuals, and organizations. Volunteer advisors meet one-
on-one with neighbors to listen and assess immediate needs together.  The director and advisors have experience and established 
processes to expedite solutions that ease crisis situations and make connections, preferably providing relief while the neighbor is 
on campus.

Hurricane Florence forever changed our community and the scope of the Help Hub program. Thirty additional volunteers were 
trained and began meeting with survivors with reduced or no paycheck, major rental home damage or no home, no affordable 
alternative housing, and unexpected disaster expenses, such as repairs, rehousing deposits, travel, and childcare. The Help Hub 
gained partnerships with more organizations to create long term recovery, complete with replacing bedding, furniture and appli-
ances as neighbors are slowly rehoused. Disaster resources were added to the campus to assist the neighbors. In addition to long 
term disaster recovery partner Catholic Charities, the New Hanover Disaster Coalition formed on campus from meetings of non-
profits, faith organizations, and community leaders. State funded programs, such as Hope4NC for mental health and Endeavors 
for case management are available during Help Hub hours, and NHRMC has continued to provide on-call pharmacy and health 
navigation. Through these new relationships, the Help Hub is stronger, so our neighbors can be. 
Of course, it takes financial resources to expedite stability. Help Hub provided funding and assistance to over 150 Hurri-
cane affected families, investing over $150,000 for local rehousing and utilities. We continued assisting others for another 
$150,000 for a total of $304,120 in 10 months. Although all families may not have been identified as Hurricane victims with a 
FEMA assigned number, we have all been affected. A Hurricane Relief Fund was created at the Harrelson Center to supplement 

BE THE

light

Youth from Help Hub member churches 
will be teaming up with Catholic Charities for an excit-
ing hands-on community service event on October 13 
at Wrightsville United Methodist Church. The Basket 
Bash is an opportunity to collect and assemble Family 
Game Night Baskets and Infant Shelter Baskets. 

the needs of survivors that work here, go to school here, have fami-
ly here, and want to stay here. We remain grateful to our contribut-
ing members that gave more than committed and to new funding 
raised through citizens and faith-based organizations around the 
country, local banking relationships, such as South State, Suntrust, 
and Live Oak, and campaigns through Wilmington Downtown Inc. 
and United Way of Cape Fear. More recently, grants have been 
received from the American Red Cross, New Hanover Community 
Foundation, and Golden Leaf Foundation. We will continue to apply 
for funding until every neighbor recovers and to accept the call to 
seek new strategies to bridge gaps for neighbors in crisis until we 
are all empowered. We thank our member churches and donors and 
welcome new commitments to make a lasting impact on the people 
in our community.

September 2019 Volunteer Training & Advisory Council Breakfast

Please contact  Sonja at  HelpHubDirector@gmail .com to become a funding member.
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Secretary
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HONORARY BOARD
Claude Arnold
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Doug Barbour
Joe Capell
Vicki Dull
Jim Everette
Don Fallis

Carlton Fisher
Bobby Harrel-
son
Mike Queen
Frances Trask 
Berry Trice
Harry Williams

Gifts in honor are the perfect gift for that person that has everything! 
Need a gift for a birthday, special occasion, holiday, or just because? 
We will mail the Honor Card to the person you choose.

Memory cards are available to honor loved ones and sent to the fam-
ily. We are grateful to families that have listed the The Harrelson 
Center for donations in lieu of flowers or gifts. 

Special holiday honor and memory cards will be available No-
vember 1st. It is never too early to plan your holiday giving for 
friends near and far. For larger volume card orders, we could 
customize message as requested. 

Please go to www.HarrelsonCenter.org and at giving checkout, 
specify Honor or Memory, name, and address. For additional 
ways of giving: lindsay.harrelsoncenter@gmail.com or 910.343.8212.

GIVE A GIFT IN HONOR OR 
MEMORY OF A LOVED ONE 

ANNEX LEADERSHIP
Claude Arnold
Tom Barber
Bert Exum

Rick Miley
Steve Risley

Mark Your  Calendars! 

Leaders and Believers

NONPROFITS ARE INVITED TO PARTNER WITH US! 
The Harrelson Center appreciates the work of our local nonprofit network to meet 
pressing issues in our community.  In addition to full Partners, we support Associate 
Partnerships, nonprofits that do not occupy office space, but are often on campus.

Associate Partner benefits include:
• Event, training, & meeting space 
• Social media, marketing, & promotion 
• Networking & educational opportunities 
• Collaboration with other nonprofits
• Volunteer recruitment services 
• Annual collaborative fundraiser
• Priority referrals to the Help Hub 

Annual fee is $1200 for minimum of one year. Potential partnerships are reviewed 
by the Board of Directors and scheduled for interview with the Partner Committee. 
Please contact Meade for a partner application: director@harrelsoncenter.org. 

Resource Fair, September 2019

We are grateful to our current 
Associate Partners: 

Be the Adult, 
Cape Fear Rescue Mission, 

Foster Pantry, 
and United Way of Cape Fear.

Thank you to our staff and Partners for meeting in 
the Courtyard to share resources. NHRMC joined 
us with flu shots and health screenings. Rebecca 
McSwain, Homeless Liaison at NHCS, shared the 
most recent homeless student status. With almost 
600 of our students homeless, we have plenty of 
work to do. Thank you, Mayor Saffo, for stopping in! 



20 North 4th Street Suite 214
Wilmington, NC 28401

Thankful Hearts Luncheon
November 21st 

11:30 am - 1:00 PM
First Baptist Church Activities Center

RSVP to Sponsor, Host, or Attend
HarrelsonCenter.Org/Thankful-Hearts-2019

910.343.8212

Learn from yesterday, live for today, 
hope for tomorrow.

                                            ~ Albert Einstein       

It’s what inside that matters!

harrelsoncenter

@harrelsoncenter

@theharrelsoncenter

harrelsoncenter.org


