
 

 

“Just” Goals 
     As we look back on 2019 and begin a brand new year, considering the changes 

and plans we might make, we should consider God’s Word. In each of our Justice 

Mission meetings, we do this to know our direction.  

     Recently, we studied how God’s Word uses “just” and “justice.” Some 400 

years before Jesus was born, Zechariah 9:9 says, “Rejoice greatly, Daughter 

Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and 

victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” In this 

prophesy, he called Jesus “righteous,” which is from the same root word for 

“justice.” Matthew 1:19 says, “Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not 

wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly.” This 

shows us that Joseph was just and obeyed God. Luke 14:14 states clearly that God 

is looking for just people: “And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay 

you; for you shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” Luke 15:7 also 

references just persons. From Acts 24:15, we see that in God’s view there are 

people who are just and unjust: “I have hope in God, which they themselves also 

accept, that there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.” 

Romans 1:17 and 3:26 and Philippians 4:8 all speak of the “just.” In fact, the 

Philippians passage has a list of things to meditate upon, and things that are “just” 

heads the list. Finally, Hebrews 12:23 refers to “the general assembly and church 

of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits 

of just men made perfect.” 

Paths of Justice 

“Blessed are those who act justly, who always do what is right.”  
- Ps. 106:3 
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Definition of injustice: 
Injustice occurs when 

someone with greater 
power deprives someone 
with lesser power of 

freedom, dignity, treasure, 
or livelihood.  

"If you do away with the 
yoke of oppression, with 
the pointing finger and 

malicious talk, and if you 
spend yourselves in behalf 
of the hungry and satisfy 

the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in 

the darkness, and your 
night will become like the 

noonday."  

- The LORD (Is. 58:9-10)  

     Clearly, Jesus was “just” and the “justifier.” Joseph’s actions showed him to be “just.” We are to meditate on 

being “just.” Other scriptures tell us that justice is to help those who are unable to stand on their own. The recent 

sermon series on Matthew 24 has us thinking about our future, and a key part of that is to love others. These 

scriptures also say that being “just,” like Jesus, is part of our very identity as the people of God who will be 

raised to eternal life with Him. As we plan for 2020, think about what being “just” means in your daily 

activities.  – Tom Castor  

Standing Up for Women 

     This year, at least a dozen people from Faith 

Community Church will be going to the March for Life 

in Washington, D.C. for the first time 

together. It brings together hundreds of 

thousands of people who travel there from all 

over the country for the largest annual pro-

life event in the U.S. This peaceful 

demonstration happens on every somber 

anniversary of Roe v. Wade since 1973. 

     While we often think of the most direct 

and vulnerable victim of abortion, preborn 

babies, there are many other victims involved, 

especially the mothers who are often not given the 

relevant facts about their children, their choices, and 

the costs that many end up bearing of abortion. That’s 

why our church supports our local Pregnancy Decision 

Health Centers (PDHC) who empower women to make 

life-affirming choices.  

     A year ago, Nurit, who is in the picture, had been 

planning to go to an abortion provider and walked into 

PDHC next door instead. While she was 

there, she found out she was pregnant and 

experienced compassionate care and 

encouragement to choose life for her baby. 

Afterwards she was appreciative of the calls 

and texts letting her know that she was not 

alone, even though the father wanted nothing 

to do with her or their baby. Nurit continued 

to visit PDHC for help with referrals and 

prenatal care and to attend parenting classes leading up 

to the birth of her daughter, Olympia, who was just 

born in September, weighing nine pounds. She also 

received much needed baby supplies like clothes, 

diapers and wipes. At PDHC, “perfect strangers who 

care and listen” became her biggest supporters on her 

pregnancy journey and beyond. In 2019, moms   (over) 
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Opportunities / Activities / Resources 

Observe the tangible evidence of God’s grace and new life, and a big thank you from a Columbus mom for 

the difference you have helped make in her life: https://www.supportlifepdhc.org/chelsie.html.  

On Sunday, Jan. 12, we will begin a baby bottle campaign to collect spare change for PDHC to provide 

hope and help to pregnant mothers in our community. Whenever you see the baby bottle, remember to pray 

for those at PDHC and the people they serve, as they are facing life or death situations every day.  

Join us for the 2020 March for Life on January 24 at the National Mall in Washington, D.C. We plan to 

leave on Thursday, January 23. See https://marchforlife.org/mfl-2020/ for more information. Come to the 

Bible Museum on Saturday as well.  

Please pray for another SOAR survivor group to start in March.  

Do you want to get more involved with righting injustice? Come to our Justice Team meetings where prayer 

happens, plans are made, and investigations continue. The more help we have, the more we can accomplish, 

by God’s grace. Check with Tom Castor (tcbus7@att.net) or Doug Dunsmoor (dwdunsmoor@hotmail.com) 

for more information about these and more opportunities. 

and dads in the Columbus area were blessed through 

making more than 1,000 life decisions!  

     Given the importance of supporting and respecting 

women, this year, the theme for the March for Life is: 

“Life Empowers: Pro-Life is Pro-Woman.” This year is 

the 100th anniversary of women winning the right to 

vote, which involved correcting another injustice back 

then. The early suffragists had been advocates for the 

abolition of slavery; they also condemned the violence 

of abortion and infanticide and recognized them as an 

exploitation of women. 

     In the March for Life Conference, the keynote 

speaker is Erika Bachiochi, who is a 

legal scholar and Fellow at the Ethics 

and Policy Policy Center. She speaks 

widely on abortion and authentic 

femininity and is currently finishing 

an intellectual history on the cause of 

women’s rights. She received her BA 

from Middlebury College, her MA in 

Theology as a Bradley Fellow at the Institute for the 

Study of Politics and Religion at Boston College, and 

her law degree from Boston University School of Law. 

Erica recently wrote an op-ed for CNN called “I'm a 

feminist and I'm against abortion.” As a one-time 

abortion rights supporter, she explains knowing the 

temptation to see the right to abortion as a 

representation of women's equality as an attempt to 

overcome the challenges of bearing a child and needing 

to think about and care for someone else.  

     A problem with this is how our culture then puts 

dispensing with “the life of a nascent, developing 

human being on women alone,” betraying women by 

having them believe that they must become like men 

— that is, not pregnant — to achieve parity with them, 

professionally, socially, educationally. Far better would 

it be to have a culture that not only respects and honors 

women for the myriad talents they use with others, but 

also cherishes their wondrous capacity to bear new 

human life and fulfill motherhood. This kind of 

cultural shift in support of caregiving as a valuable and 

noble role would benefit fathers as well.  

     Erika explains further that “When we belittle the 

developing child in the womb, a scientific reality that 

most pro-choice advocates have come to admit, we 

belittle and distort that child's mother. We make her out 

to be one with property rights over her developing 

unborn child (much as husbands once had property 

rights over their wives). We give her the inhumane (but 

for 42 years, constitutionally protected) right to decide 

the fate of another human being, of a 

vulnerable child — her child — to 

whom she properly owes an 

affirmative duty of care. We do all 

this rather than offering her the 

myriad familial and social supports 

she needs, whatever her situation, 

and cherishing her role in the miracle 

of human life.” Roe also gave men greater opportunity 

to be intimate with a woman and just walk away, but 

they need to be held accountable and take 

responsibility for their actions as well. If one isn’t man 

enough to commit to this, then he needs to stop stealing 

away pleasure for himself.  

     Please consider joining us as we journey together to 

D.C. to stand up for women and their children. We will 

hear from speakers including State Senator Katrina 

Jackson (D-LA), U.S. Representative Ann Wagner (R-

MO), U.S. Representative Chris Smith (R-NJ), and Jim 

Daly, president of Focus on the Family. Melissa Ohden 

and Claire Culwell, both abortion survivors, will also 

speak there. We will prayerfully seek the Lord to 

restore protection and support for life at all stages. We 

will peacefully witness to the truth that every preborn 

child is equally made in God’s image, having the same 

God-given right to life and liberty as anyone else.   

Standing Up for Women (Continued) 

https://www.supportlifepdhc.org/chelsie.html
https://marchforlife.org/mfl-2020/

