
 

 

The Fellowship of Suffering 
     We read in the opening chapters of Genesis that God described all the work of 

His hands as “good”. God intended to enjoy personal fellowship with Adam and 

Eve - and (ideally) all their children - in the Garden of Eden. There He provided 

them with everything He wanted them to have, including the choice to listen to His 

voice and information about what would happen if they chose to disobey. There 

was no need for God to explain the blessings of obedience, because they were 

experiencing them by God’s design. God created everything good and gave them 

everything they needed to flourish in life. With free access to the Tree of Life, 

Adam and Eve could continue living as God intended. There was an antagonist, 

however, who was also created by God but fell from his good state, and desired to 

misrepresent his Creator and theirs. Appealing to the senses and desires of Adam 

and Eve, the antagonist subtly casts doubt on God’s words and distracts them from 

considering the consequences of disobedience. Then, having taken of the fruit of 

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, Adam and Eve experienced the guilt of 

their disobedience. They were no longer alive as God intended, having become 

spiritually dead. Then, in a gracious act, God barred them from the Tree of Life, 

not only limiting the amount of evil that each person might cause, but also paving 

the way for Jesus to die to pay for our sins and free us from sin and an eternity 

alienated from God. Along with pronouncing judgments on all three of these 

creatures and their offspring, God promises a “seed of the woman” who would 

crush the antagonist’s head and suffer the antagonist’s sting. 

     What is explained to that point is God’s good intentions for His good creation, 

what sin and death is, and the nature of those He formed from the dust of the  

Paths of Justice 

“This is what the LORD Almighty said: ‘Administer true justice; show 

mercy and compassion to one another.’” - Zech. 7:9  
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Definition of injustice: 
Injustice occurs when 

someone with greater 
power deprives someone 
with lesser power of 

freedom, dignity, treasure, 
or livelihood.  

"…King Herod arrested 
some who belonged to the 
church, intending to 

persecute them. He had 
James, the brother of John, 
put to death with the 

sword... After arresting 
[Peter], he put him in 

prison, handing him over 
to be guarded by four 
squads of four soldiers 

each…but the church was 
earnestly praying to God 

for him."  - Acts 12:1-5  

ground. What follows is the history of God’s now spoiled creation and the unfolding of His plan of redemption, 

fulfilled in Jesus Christ - a plan which is yet to be fully consummated. Apart from this information, we cannot 

make sense of our origins, our purpose, our destiny, or the existence of pain, suffering, and death. Jesus 

promised that since the world hated Him, it would also hate those who follow Him. When we identify with 

Jesus, we are blessed beyond what we can imagine, but we also enter the “fellowship of His suffering”. Do you 

know anyone suffering for their decision to identify with Jesus? Pray for them and ask Jesus to show you how 

you can be a blessing.  – Tony Ticknor  

Miracle in Mexico 

     Our neighboring country of Mexico is ranked #39 

on Open Doors’ World Watch List for persecution. In 

August of 2019, Voice of the Martyrs (VOM) reported 

that a family of believers in southern 

Mexico led seven other families to Christ. 

But then, village leaders told them that 

they had 15 days to leave the village and 

that they were losing their inherited land. 

The frightened families fled to a local 

church, but the church was unable to help 

them. Finally, they were put in contact with a VOM 

worker, who helped them resettle on a new piece of 

property where they can farm and worship freely 

together. VOM demonstrates Jesus’ love by serving 

believers who are being persecuted.  

     Open Doors explains that while the ongoing 

struggle against organized crime by drug cartels and 

other criminal groups affects all Mexicans, it does so 

especially for the most vulnerable groups 

in rural areas, including minority 

Christian denominations. Latin American 

Analyst Dennis Petri said that actively 

practicing Christians who are engaged in 

transforming society, such as setting up a 

drug rehabilitation clinic or organizing 

youth work, are particularly vulnerable because it 

affects the market of organized crime. In Juarez, just 

across from El Paso, Texas, church leaders have 

become the targets of ringleaders.      

      As reported in August of 2018, a hitman        (over) 
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Opportunities / Activities / Resources 

It was an incredible time joining with hundreds of thousands of others for the March for Life in Washington, 

D.C. President Trump gave a powerful speech, becoming the first U.S. President to give a speech at the 

March for Life. We heard a number of other powerful speeches, including one from an abortion survivor. 

And Pastor David Platt led a well-informed, heart-felt prayer of repentance. We were able to meet with one 

of our representatives and staff members and to pray together at the U.S. Supreme Court as well.  

Our baby bottle campaign to collect spare change for PDHC continues, in order to provide hope and help to 

pregnant mothers in our community. Whenever you see a baby bottle, remember to pray for those at PDHC 

and the people they serve, as they are facing life or death situations every day. Please return the bottles to 

the church by this coming Sunday, Feb. 9.  
On Saturday, April 25 we will host a “Walk for Life” on our church property. Join us for a planning meeting 

with Kathy Scanlon from PDHC on Tuesday, Feb. 11 at 3:00 pm. 

The next 40 Days for Life is Feb. 26 – April 5; see here for more information to participate: https://

www.40daysforlife.com/columbus.  

Please pray for another SOAR group for women who have survived abuse that is to start later in March.  

Could you help with righting injustice? Come to our Justice Team meetings where prayer happens, plans are 

made, and investigations continue. The more help we have, the more we can accomplish, by God’s grace. 

Check with Tom Castor (tcbus7@att.net) or Doug Dunsmoor (dwdunsmoor@hotmail.com) for more 

information about these and more opportunities. 

entered the home of a pastor in Juarez, aimed his gun 

directly at the pastor, and said, “You don’t know who 

you’re messing with.” The pastor knelt on the floor and 

heard the man pull the trigger. Miraculously, the gun 

failed to fire! Confused, the hitman knocked the pastor 

unconscious and stole his wallet, then left the home. 

     The attack came days after the murder of fellow 

local pastor Eduardo Garcia. He was chased and shot 

by assailants believed to be members of the drug trade. 

His car eventually swerved into a bus stop, and then 

another car, before stopping. During a particularly 

gruesome period of violence in 2009, the Garcias had 

lost their 24-year old son, Abraham, who was 

murdered, also by suspected drug ringleaders. “The 

pain we feel is really strong,” Eduardo had told World 

Watch Monitor. “We wouldn’t wish it on 

anyone… We had decided to try to rescue 

the city, but I never imagined we would 

become a part of the statistics.” Eduardo is pictured last 

year (page 1) holding a photo of his wife and late son. 

Both church leaders were likely targeted due to their 

church’s restorative work with the community, which 

interferes with the drug cartels’ trafficking efforts. 

     Active Christians are also easy targets of Mexican 

drug cartels because congregations offer a ready source 

of cash. Cartels can simply enter, lock the doors and 

tell them to empty their pockets. Chito Aguilar, 62, a 

former drug trafficker who now leads a church, said 

that when 50 or 100 people bring their offerings in a 

church, along with their jewelry and watches, that’s  

more and easier money than what they’ll get robbing a 

convenience store.  

     Please pray for our active brothers and sisters in 

Christ who are being targeted in Mexico, just like the 

early church did for Peter when he was imprisoned. 

Pray for courage to continue their good 

work and that God will protect them and 

their families. Pray for those who have 

already suffered so much. And pray that the hearts of 

those involved in crime would turn to the Lord Jesus.  

Miracle in Mexico (Continued) 

   Thanks to your faithful giving, in 2019 we were able 

to help some of our persecuted brothers and sisters in 

Christ through Open Doors. We provided training and 

equipping for two believers to remain firm in their faith 

in some of the most dangerous parts of the world. We 

also provided refuge for one month in a safe house, 

which gives protection in a secret location and enables 

believers to strengthen their faith, earn an income, 

connect with a community and minister to others 

through their hardship. Additional support was given 

for two persecuted believers who have endured 

traumatic events, such as violent attacks, threats on 

their safety and freedom, being disowned by their 

families, and community isolation, to have biblical 

counseling in order to process their trauma and rebuild 

healthy lives for themselves and their families. Finally, 

we helped two women or children with women’s 

vocational training, education, discipleship materials, 

trauma counseling, leadership development and 

literacy training. Women and children are especially 

vulnerable to persecution when they face 

discrimination and lack family support. Without your 

generosity, none of this would have been possible. 

Thank you!  

Thank YOU! 
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