
 

 

Back to School 
     It is September, and a new year of school has begun. There is excitement in the air. 
Early elementary students are excited to be in school because they are growing up. 
Students moving into middle school are glad to now be one of the big kids, and ninth 

graders are in high school now! Parents can get back into the fall routine and teachers 
are looking forward to the challenge of another year. Some kids might rather be 
working, playing, or sleeping, but teachers and parents make this all work. There are 

great teachers, my daughter being one of them (no bias here). However, they don’t 
have complete control of what happens in the classroom. We don’t just teach the three 

R’s now. The state has requirements for the curriculum and there are only so many 
books that the school has to choose from. There are anti-Christian groups guiding 
requirements. What can a Christian teacher do when the curriculum is out of bounds 

with God’s truth? What can parents do if their student comes home with questions that 
are not age appropriate? Some of what is happening in schools are injustices to 
children, if not outright child endangerment. Those are some issues that we explore in 

the Path. - Tom Castor 

Paths of Justice 

“Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the 

training and instruction of the Lord.” - Eph. 6:4 
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Definition of injustice: 
Injustice occurs when 

someone with greater 
power deprives someone 
with lesser power of 

freedom, dignity, treasure, 
or livelihood.  

“Train up a child in the 
way he should go, and 
when he is old he will not 

depart from it.”  

– Prov. 22:6  

     Whether it is getting in trouble with the human law or 
God’s law, injustice often begins with seeds that are 
planted early on in someone’s life. So how can children 

learn to follow what is good and true, so that their lives 
will go well? Paul commands fathers in the verse above 
(Eph. 6:4) to bring up their children in the training and 

instruction of the Lord. How can this be done if they 
don’t know what their children are learning or absorbing 

from other people? In this article, we consider not only 
some problems in our educational system but also the 
rights and freedoms students, parents, and teachers have 

to make a difference for Christ.  
     Monica Cline was a sexual health 
education instructor for Planned 

Parenthood (PP) for ten years and 
explained how she was ordered to 

teach children in the public schools 
about every kind of sexual activity in very explicit ways. 
PP studies revealed that girls as young as 10 will go to 

abortion clinics for sex-related injuries as well as 
abortions. In fact, while minors need permission for 
nearly any medical procedure, and before getting a tattoo 

or body piercing, a girl can notify school officials she’s 
pregnant and get an abortion without her parents ever 
knowing. So Monica asked the Director of Prevention 

Education how they could convince children to abstain, 
and in reply, the director said that that’s not what they’re 

teaching; they’re teaching them how to do it “safer.” That 
is supposed to involve birth control and being tested for 
STDs every couple of months. 

     PP’s “teaching” has included using a video that shows 
a couple after intimacy, and how to handle STDs from a 

“hookup.” Kids are encouraged to be involved in sexual 
immorality and then guided into abortion. Monica said: 
“We were supposed to identify what they are going 

through. Say, ‘You’re just a teenager, the last thing you 
want is a baby.’ Identify with her fears. ‘Your parents are 
probably going to be so mad at you. We can take care of 

this for you, it’s not a problem.’” PP has also counseled 
teachers on how to help their students hide abortions from 

parents.  
     In 2009, Monica attended a human trafficking 
conference, thinking she could teach PP employees how 

to spot red flags and aid victims. Sadly, however, she was 
met with dismissal. She was told, 
“Honey, if she’s not having s*x with 

this man this month, she’ll be having 
s*x with another man next month.” 

Later that year, she could no longer 
take their money-amassing approach to children. 
      In another case, in Chicago, Jay Keck has a daughter 

on the autism spectrum. Four years ago, she fell in with 
friends who convinced her she was trapped in the wrong 
body, even though she was not suffering with gender 

dysphoria. She promptly renamed herself and demanded 
to be referred to by male pronouns. Her school obliged 
and shut her parents out. A psychologist approved by the 

school district even agreed her identity struggles were 
“driven by her underlying mental health conditions,” yet, 

fearing a backlash, he only shared this opinion off-the-
record. 
     The school ignored Jay’s requests that they use her 

given name, and a social worker even told her about 
halfway houses for transgender teenagers,            (over) 
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Opportunities / Activities / Resources 

Listen to “40 Days for Life” by Beth Vanderkooi, executive director of the Greater Columbus Right to Life, 

at http://fccdublin.com/sermons/listen. Faith Community Church is signed up to pray from 7am – 7pm at the 

abortion clinic at 1243 E. Broad St. – see here: https://www.gcrtl.org/40-days-for-life.html. 

For teachers: check out the Association of American Educators at https://www.aaeteachers.org.  

Pray for those participating in our SOAR survivor group for healing and restoration.  

On Sept. 26 at 7pm, there is a fundraising dinner for PDHC with Sol Pitchon, the son of holocaust 

survivors, who will speak: https://www.supportlifepdhc.org/celebrate.html.  

Join us for the 2020 March for Life on January 24 at the National Mall in Washington, D.C.  

Do you want to get more involved with righting injustice? Come to our Justice Team meetings where prayer 

happens, plans are made, and investigations continue. The more help we have, the more we can accomplish, 

by God’s grace. Check with Tom Castor (tcbus7@att.net) or Doug Dunsmoor (dwdunsmoor@hotmail.com) 

for more information about these and more opportunities. 

essentially encouraging his daughter to run away from 
home.  
     On meeting with the school, however, he discovered 

that much of their behavior was due to a fear of non-
existent laws. School officials cited President Obama’s 
“Dear Colleagues” letter from 2016, which urged districts 

to “affirm” transgender students. Those guidelines were 
blocked by a federal judge three months after they were 

issued and have now been rescinded by the Trump 
administration. The real pressure was actually coming 
from LGBT activists, such as the ACLU, which sent 

letters to schools falsely informing them that the law 
prohibits them from disclosing a student’s gender identity 
to his or her parents. The pro-LGBT Human Rights 

Campaign partnered with the National Education 
Association to produce materials and 

guidelines advocating exactly the kind of 
behavior this school displayed. 
     These examples, among many others, 

are light-years away from Harvard 
University’s early admonition to: “Let 
every student be plainly instructed and...consider well, the 

main end of his life and studies is to know God and Jesus, 
which is eternal life (John 17:3), and therefore to lay 
Christ in the bottom as the only foundation of all sound 

knowledge and learning.” So what can be done?  
     In addition to other responses, it is vital to know the 

rights you have as an American. To not only be on the 
defensive against hostile ideas and influences but also 
lead others in the right direction, students can pray at 

school, talk about God in class assignments, start a 
religious club on campus that receives the same rights and 
resources as other clubs, and express a religious 

viewpoint when chosen to speak at a graduation 
ceremony or any other school event or activity. They can 

share their faith with others and wear clothing and items 
that display a religious symbol or message (as long as 
they meet the school’s dress code). Students are also free 

to distribute religious literature before and after school, in 
between classes, and during lunch and recess unless the 

distribution substantially interferes with the activity of the 
school, and post religious flyers on the walls or in other 
designated locations if students have the right to post 

other, non-religious content in the same locations. 
     As a parent, you have the right to choose the best 
educational environment for your child, such as charter 

school, private school, or homeschool. Depending upon 
where you live, you can receive the same tax credits and 

vouchers to attend religious schools as are available to 
attend non-religious schools, review the curriculum and 
teaching materials for any of your child’s classes, and be 

notified if your child is enrolled in a course that includes 
sex ed, family planning, homosexual themes, diversity 
issues, or extreme violence. You can opt your child out of 

curriculum and any extracurricular activity that would 
require them to violate your family's 

religious beliefs and remove your child on 
days of religious observance. You can also 
access your child's record, including 

grades, disciplinary, and counseling 
proceedings. 

     Finally, as a teacher, you can provide instruction 

related to religion as part of the curriculum, such as to use 
religious information in an objective manner and teach 
the Bible for its historical, cultural, or literary value. You 

can also engage in religious activities outside of 
instructional time, such as form after school Bible Study 

groups, participate in prayer groups with other adults, 
have some involvement in religious clubs, such as allow 
students and athletes to lead prayer (but can't lead it 

themselves), and act as a faculty sponsor, if all activities 
are led by students and the teacher or coach is only there 
to supervise. Teachers also have the right to exchange 

religious ideas or even have prayer meetings with one 
another, provided students are not present. 

     So then, “do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; 
rather, serve one another humbly in love” (Gal. 5:13), 
“[teach others] to obey everything [Jesus has] 

commanded you" (Mt. 28:20), and “be as shrewd as 
snakes and as innocent as doves” (Mt. 10:16).  
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“Education never takes 
place in a moral and 
philosophical vacuum.” 

- Richard Baer 
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