
 

 

Restoring Families of Prisoners 

     This is the seventh year that we have participated in Angel Tree here at Faith 

Community Church, which involves reaching out to the children and families of 

those who are in prison. In our first year, we were given a list of 25 children from 

13 families to serve. This year, we have the opportunity to reach 41 children from 

19 different families!  

     We pray that they will all be excited and able to attend a party we will host at 

the church on Sunday, December 8th from 2 – 4:00 pm. We pray that God is 

transforming the hearts of their incarcerated parents such that they have new life 

and reconciliation with their families. We pray that the children and their 

caregivers would know the love and joy of Christ Jesus during this Christmas 

season and beyond.  

     What drew me to this ministry? Honestly, when we started, it was just a 

suggestion from Doug. I was terrified of contacting people and felt ill-equipped 

personally to head up such a ministry in our church. I probably didn't start really 

loving it as a ministry until a few years in. Partly, I learned how to put it in God's 

hands more and consider the people we're serving as greater than my own fear of 

talking to new people and potentially being rejected by them.     – Jenna Stiles  

Paths of Justice 

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”  - Jesus (Mt. 19:14)  
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Definition of injustice: 
Injustice occurs when 

someone with greater 
power deprives someone 
with lesser power of 

freedom, dignity, treasure, 
or livelihood.  

The righteous: "When did 
we see you sick or in 
prison and go to visit 

you?" The King: "Truly I 
tell you, whatever you did 
for one of the least of these 

brothers and sisters of 

mine, you did for me." 

                    - Mt. 25:39-40  

     I will never forget the first Angel Tree event I 

helped with. It was a few years ago and my wife Karlie 

and I were there just to help out at the church where it 

was needed. So, being the soccer stud that I am, I 

found a few other little soccer fans and we gathered 

around the foosball table. I remember playing with 

Sam (not his actual name). Sam was about six years of 

age and never really knew his father, because he has 

been in jail since Sam was little. Anyway, Sam and I 

dominated the foosball table. There were no teams that 

could beat us, though many tried.  

     After about an hour, my voice was going and I 

started to not feel well. I was all ready to go home, but 

I had this unshakable feeling that I needed to spend 

more time with Sam. I asked the Lord to give me a 

voice to speak to Sam one last time. I went back and 

found Sam. I asked him if he knew the story of Jesus. 

Sam did not. The Lord gave me a voice that night and 

Sam accepted Jesus as his Lord and Savior after 

hearing the gospel. I told him he should be proud of 

what he had done and that he should go tell his mother 

about it. Sam’s face lit up with joy from the Lord as he 

told his family what he had done. Sam had two 

younger siblings and after seeing Sam’s excitement, 

they too wanted to hear the story of Jesus. So, with 

their mother’s permission, I shared the gospel to Sam’s 

brother and sister and they, too, accepted Jesus as their 

Lord and Savior.  

     By the end of the night, God allowed me to witness 

the salvation of a family now bonded together by 

Christ. It is a blessing that I will never forget.   

  - Shaun Brainard  

An Angel Tree Ministry Story: The Gift that Keeps on Giving 

Prayers Move(d) Mountains 

     We are finishing the Fall 2019 40 Days for Life, which 
is now an international prayer movement at abortion 
clinics to bring an end to the destruction of preborn 

babies. Stories continue to come in about how God has 
changed lives just through the prayers and presence of 
His people. 

     Seven-months-pregnant and struggling with her two 

rambunctious daughters, Laura questioned her decision to 
come out to pray in Madison, Wisconsin. She quickly 
decided the struggle was worth it when she met a mom 

who had it a lot tougher than she did. Bursting out of 
Planned Parenthood, the woman told Laura, “I need a 
hug.” Laura was happy to oblige, and the woman 

continued, “I tried to come here to schedule      (Over) 
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Opportunities / Activities / Resources 

Thank you for praying for our fall SOAR survivor group that has finished. We are beginning plans for another 

one to start in March.  

On Saturday, Nov. 2, some of our members were an encouragement and a vital support to our local fire 

fighters by hanging out, sharing a snack, and praying with them. Please contact Shaun Brainard 

(sbrainard82@gmail.com) or 614-639-2250) if you want to get involved or need more information. 

On Tuesday, Nov. 5, we will have our next election. We need to show our appreciation for our hard-won 

freedoms and be an informed voter. Begin by finding your sample ballot here: https://www.sos.state.oh.us/

elections/voters/toolkit/sample-ballot/. You can find some information about the races here: https://

www.vote411.org, and beyond that, you can search on individual candidates to find out more, such as what 

party they belong to, as most people usually follow their current party platform. Here is a comparison of the 

current platforms: https://downloads.frcaction.org/EF/EF16I163.pdf. 

On Sunday, Nov. 10, our middle and high schoolers will meet after second hour classes to get Operation 

Christmas Child Shoeboxes ready to go, have some pizza, and play games. We pray that many children will 

come to know the love of Christ through this and become justified in Him. Please RSVP to Heather at 

seek2shine@hotmail.com.  

Join us for the 2020 March for Life on January 24 at the National Mall in Washington, D.C. The theme is 

“Life Empowers: pro-life is pro-woman.” We are planning a weekend trip there, to leave Thursday evening, 

January 23. See https://marchforlife.org/mfl-2020/ for more information. We also plan to visit the Bible 

Museum. Please let Tom or Doug know if you can join us.  

Could you get more involved with righting injustice? Come to our Justice Team meetings where prayer 

happens, plans are made, and investigations continue. The more help we have, the more we can accomplish, 

by God’s grace. Check with Tom Castor (tsbus7@att.net) or Doug Dunsmoor (dwdunsmoor@hotmail.com) 

for more information about these and more opportunities.  

an abortion appointment twice. When I walked in, you 

said, 'I'm praying for you and your baby.' That made 

me come out.” The woman is 40 years old and has 

three children at home. She has suffered from painful 

pregnancies. And her husband had just walked out on 

her. Laura brought her across the street to the 

pregnancy help center to receive the support she needs. 

Laura’s picture is below.  

     In Manchester, New 

Hampshire, a young 

woman pushing a baby 

carriage told 40 Days for 

Life vigil participants, “I 

just want you to know, 

you are doing the right 

thing. I came here last 

year for an abortion, and 

there were some people 

praying.” The volunteers 

brought the mom to the pregnancy center up the street, 

where she received the help she needed to choose life. 

“I have my baby now--all because someone was here. 

My cousin came for an abortion, and no one was here 

praying. She had her abortion.” When a participant 

admired the woman's adorable one-month-old baby 

sleeping in the carriage, the mom added, “And I've 

gone back to church.” The Manchester team is hopeful 

many more babies are being saved, especially given 

that Planned Parenthood closed on an abortion day due 

to “ongoing sewage backup problems.” They weren't 

the only ones to discover an unexpectedly closed 

abortion facility. Carol in Louisville reported the last 

abortion facility in Kentucky was closed on a recent 

Saturday. “On a typical Saturday, there can be 20+ 

women who enter the doors,” she said. “Today there 

were NONE! Please storm 

Heaven this weekend, that 

those women who were 

scheduled to be there 

today see this as a sign to 

keep their baby!”  

     Here in Columbus, 

many prayers have been 

offered for all of those 

affected by abortion, and 

we are praying for the 

closure of the abortion clinics and for people to get the 

help they need from the Pregnancy Decision Health 

Centers. Our church has stood with them as well as 

provided care for women in need directly. If you or 

anyone you know needs help and support, we are here 

for you.      

     So far, there are 371 children who have been saved 

from death that we know of during these last 40 days.  

Prayers Move(d) Mountains (Continued) 
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