
 

 

The Freedom of Religion 

     In The Path this month, we are considering the topic of religious 

freedom. What is religious freedom?  Is religious freedom a justice 

issue? We see the communist Chinese repressing religion. They are 

arresting hundreds of people, removing crosses from government 

controlled churches and breaking up house churches. In Pakistan, 

Christians are imprisoned. People in India, Iraq, Syria, Iran, and 

Somalia hassle Christians or outlaw Christianity. Totalitarian 

governments are unjustly taking the right to live as a Christian from 

their citizens. 

     If we look at Paul’s life, we see how he was impacted by the lack 

of religious freedom. The Jews in Jerusalem wanted to kill Paul 

because he followed Jesus who had called them out for their 

corruption. Paul then ended up in Rome where he eventually lost his 

life for following Jesus. Paul was in chains but used the time and place 

that God gave him to evangelize to those around him and to witness to 

government leaders. 

     The Founders of our country recognized that there are human rights 

that do not originate with the government. The Declaration of 

Independence states that all men are created equal, that they are 

endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, and that 

among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. The  

Paths of Justice 

"You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use 

your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly 
in love." - Gal. 5:13 
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Definition of injustice: 

Injustice occurs when 

someone with greater 

power deprives someone 

with lesser power of 

freedom, dignity, treasure, 

or livelihood.  

“But even if you should 

suffer for righteousness 

sake, you are blessed. And 

do not be afraid of their 

threats, nor be troubled. 

But sanctify the Lord God 

in your hearts and always 

be ready to give a defense 

to everyone who asks you 

a reason for the hope that 

is within you, with 

meekness and fear;”  

- 1 Pet. 3:14-15  

Framers then followed it up with the First 

Amendment to the Constitution which states that  

“Congress shall make no law respecting an 

establishment of religion, or 

prohibiting the free exercise 

thereof …” – a clear description 

of the freedom of religion. This 

freedom is supposed to be 

protected in public as well as 

private life.  

     However, politicians and 

regulators now talk about 

“freedom of worship,” according 

to which people can worship 

inside their church, but then the 

government can clamp down on actions in the 

marketplace that do not conform with their 

regulations. Suits are filed against people who, 

because of their Biblical convictions, do not want 

to use their talents to support unbiblical activities. 

The military has court-martialed soldiers for 

having scripture taped to their computer and has 

removed Chaplains for giving soldiers advice that 

follows biblical tenants. A fire 

chief was fired for something that 

he wrote for a Sunday School 

class at his church. 

     We might not be directly 

affected by this yet. It is easy to 

say that God will protect the 

church and that we can’t do 

anything anyway. The question 

is: “How will we react if we are 

put in a situation where we are 

threatened because of our faith?” 

Are we ready to stand for Christ or do we conform 

to save our job or reputation? And what can we do 

to protect the freedom of religion from the abuses 

of government that our Founding Fathers came 

here to stop?  

“God who gave us life 
gave us liberty. Can the 
liberties of a nation be 
secure when we have 
removed a conviction 
that these liberties are 
the Gift of God?”  

 - Thomas Jefferson 
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Opportunities / Activities / Resources 

Our third SOAR survivor group for ladies began on January 21. It is our largest class yet, serving 

several abuse survivors, all from outside of our church. Please pray for them on their journey of 

healing and restoration, to look to God for how He can bring beauty out of ashes.   

Please bring your baby bottles back to the church so that we can turn in the money raised to the 

Pregnancy Decision Health Centers, and continue to pray for the staff and volunteers there, as well 

as the people they serve, who are considering life or death decisions.  

Do you want to get more involved with righting injustice? Come to our Justice Team meetings 

where prayer happens, plans are made, and investigations continue. This month they will be on 

February 13 and 27 at 7:00 pm at the church.  

Check with Tom Castor (tcbus7@att.net) or Doug Dunsmoor (dwdunsmoor@hotmail.com) for 

more information about these and more opportunities. 

     Injustice comes in a variety of forms. We are 

focusing on the following case because it’s an 

example of how if you do not do something to protect 

our religious freedom, eventually it will come to your 

door. 

     Tree of Life Christian Schools was founded more 

than 40 years ago and is sponsored by seven churches 

in Columbus. Their mission is “to glorify God as we 

educate in His truth and disciple in Christ.” Over 

time, the school grew, and it became harder to fulfill 

its mission with several different campuses.  They 

could not take on more students due to space 

restraints, could not make much-needed technological 

upgrades, and families had a hard time bringing 

children of 

different grade 

levels to and 

from multiple 

campuses.  

     After a search process, the leaders of Tree of Life 

found a vacant building in Upper Arlington, which 

had previously served as a headquarters for AOL. In 

2010, they purchased it to consolidate its four 

campuses and double in size. However, the City 

wasn’t happy with the use of the site for a Christian 

school. Upper Arlington officials denied zoning 

approval for the school, even though the zoning code 

allowed for daycare facilities and other nonprofit uses 

of the buildings in that area. The only difference is 

that Tree of Life is a Christian school rather than a 

secular nonprofit. Yet the U.S. Supreme Court made 

it clear in Trinity Lutheran Church of Columbia v. 

Comer that the government cannot treat religious 

organizations worse than everyone else. To do so is 

“odious to our Constitution,” the Court said. 

     For eight years, Upper Arlington has blocked this 

Christian school from using its own building. Where 

could they turn?...to Alliance Defending Freedom 

(ADF), a team of attorneys who have gathered 

together in order to protect our freedoms from the 

growing threats in our culture. Our legal system was 

built on a moral and Christian foundation, but has 

been moving against religious freedom, the sanctity 

of human life, and marriage and family. Thankfully, a 

group of Christians came together to fund cases, train 

attorneys, and protect freedom in court. The ADF has 

now asked the U.S. Supreme Court to hear this case.  

     ADF Senior Counsel Erik Stanley said: “No city 

should use its zoning laws to engage in religious 

discrimination under the guise of maximizing tax 

revenue.” 

Federal law 

prohibits that, 

and Upper 

Arlington has 

already forfeited about $1 million in tax revenue and 

more than 150 new jobs by obstructing Tree of Life 

from using their building. 

     For about 25 years, the ADF has served many 

people and businesses to protect their freedoms in 

court. One of their more well-known victories was the 

Hobby Lobby case at the Supreme Court in 2014. 

ADF is also assisting nearly 50 churches at any given 

time with legal issues affecting their ability to freely 

live and preach the Gospel. We at Faith Community 

Church benefited from ADF’s resources last year in 

adding our statements on life, marriage, and sexuality 

to our Constitution, to help protect us legally. Please 

pray for them, their work, and for Tree of Life. Check 

out their website to learn more about them and the 

good work they are doing: https://adflegal.org.  

Alliance Defending Freedom Brings Tree of Life Case to the U.S. Supreme Court 

https://adflegal.org

