
 

 

Stand Strong 

     James said, “Where do wars and fights among you come from? Do they not 

come from your lusts that war in your body? You lust and do not have, so you kill. 

You desire to have and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have, 

because you do not ask. You ask, and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that 

you may spend it on your passions. You adulterers and adulteresses, do you not 

know that the friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore 

will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God” (Jam. 4:1-4).  

     People don’t like to be different; they like to fit in with their community. 

Churches want to reach out to others and to make them feel welcome and 

accepted. Where it gets dangerous is when the church is willing to be like the 

world in order to fit in and grow. By studying the Bible, however, we learn how 

God wants us to live. When people are not grounded in God’s Word, it is easier to 

follow the voices from the culture to guide our actions. The war over abortion and 

euthanasia is an example of the culture and God’s Word colliding. It is astonishing 

to read of churches and clergy who support abortion. As I witness this taking 

place, I am grateful that I was led to Faith Community Church where the Bible is 

still taught, and the truth is spoken and demonstrated in love. - Tom  

Paths of Justice 

“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.”   

- Ps. 118:1 
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Definition of injustice: 

Injustice occurs when 

someone with greater 

power deprives someone 

with lesser power of 

freedom, dignity, 

treasure, or livelihood.  

“Hear me, my God, as I 

voice my complaint; 

protect my life from the 

threat of the enemy... 

Hide me from the 

conspiracy of the wicked, 

from the plots of evildoers. 

They plot injustice and 

say, ‘We have devised a 

perfect plan!’ Surely the 

human mind and heart are 

cunning.”  

- David (Ps. 64:1, 6) 

Governor Kay Ivey, which makes all attempts to kill 

preborn babies' lives a felony, unless there were a 

situation in which there’s a serious health risk to the 

mother. Alabama has more than 70 pregnancy resource 

centers offering free services such as pregnancy tests, 

ultrasound scans, parenting classes, post-abortion 

healing, and material goods like maternity clothes, 

diapers, and baby items.  

     Leslie Dean, who had two abortions and was pro-

choice about abortion for many years, explained her 

transformation to where she now supports Alabama’s 

new law. She said that after graduating from nursing 

school, while working in a hospital in Maryland, on 

one evening she was asked to assist a doctor with some 

“procedures.” There were three women who had been 

given saline injections into their uterus, and then 

placed on Pitocin drips to encourage contractions.  

     One of them was 29 years old and shared how she 

caught her husband committing adultery; in her 

extreme hurt and anger, she believed that the best way 

to get back at him was to tell him she had a miscarriage 

brought on from the shock of what she had witnessed, 

without telling him she had actually aborted their child. 

Shortly after sharing this, her contractions became 

close together and she delivered a small baby boy a 

little larger than the size of Leslie’s hand. He was 

between 19-20 weeks and his body had been badly 

burned; the expression on his face was one of intense 

pain. He was still alive, and the doctor said that if the 

eyes were not “fixed” we may need to resuscitate. As 

he held up the baby to check the eyes, the mother saw 

him and began to scream uncontrollably: “Oh, God, 

what have I done?”   

     Declaring the eyes were fixed, he dropped the baby 

in a bucket on the floor. He was moving and gasping 

for breath, and then died. The mother became 

hysterical and had to be medicated. Leslie went home 

sick, for eight months earlier, she and her husband had 

chosen abortion so she could finish nursing school, and 

that decision now weighed heavily on her.  

     Leslie’s marriage ended, as often happens after 

abortion. She remarried, had a child, then became 

pregnant again, but her husband said he wasn’t ready. 

She fought for her baby, but he threatened to leave her, 

so she had another abortion. Her doctor misled her to 

believe that the baby had no heartbeat or body form. 

Two years later she was pregnant again and saw a 

sonogram of her baby at the same age as the      (over) 

Protecting Lives 

     In Ohio, a Heartbeat Bill was passed to protect preborn babies' right to life from 

the time their heartbeat can be detected. It is now being challenged in the courts. In 

Alabama, the "Human Life Protection Act" was signed into law in May by  
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Opportunities / Activities / Resources 

On Sunday, Aug. 11 at 11:30 am, join us to hear Beth Vanderkooi from the Greater Columbus Right to Life. 

She will discuss what is going on with the abortion clinics locally and the centrality of prayer in the “40 Days 

for Life,” a movement that was shown in the recent movie Unplanned. We will consider what we might do 

as a church to make a difference for others in our community. 

Our next SOAR survivor group for ladies is scheduled to begin on Monday, Aug. 26th. Please invite any and 

all who would like to participate; go here to sign up: http://tinyurl.com/support2SOAR.  

Voting with your wallet: Many companies today are using their profits to promote immorality, such as 

abortion. Former Walmart CEO Bill Simon said, “The loudest voice that a customer can deliver to a company 

is, ‘I choose not to buy your product.’ ...It doesn't take [many]...for them to notice because a couple of 

percentage points is win or lose for a company.” Go here to see which companies use their money to support 

Planned Parenthood, the business in which more abortions are committed in the United States than any other 

one – over 300,000 per year: https://www.2ndvote.com/plannedparenthood/.  

Do you want to get more involved with righting injustice? Come to our Justice Team meetings where prayer 

happens, plans are made, and investigations continue. The more help we have, the more we can accomplish, 

by God’s grace. Check with Tom Castor (tcbus7@att.net) or Doug Dunsmoor (dwdunsmoor@hotmail.com) 

for more information about these and more opportunities. 

two she had aborted. She said that he “had arms, legs, a 

distinctive heartbeat (separate from my own), and most 

of all, was moving constantly as I watched. The horror 

I felt when I realized I had been lied to—not once, but 

twice, and by different doctors—was overwhelming. 

The regret was crushing. And the anger was 

immeasurable. I found forgiveness when a dear friend 

introduced me to Jesus. I found healing in a post-

abortive recovery group, and I found purpose in 

promising to keep other women 

from being lied to and deceived as 

I had been. I am now a nurse 

manager at a pregnancy center, and 

have been trained to do ultrasounds 

on the clients who come to us for 

help.”  
     One young 16-year-old told her, 

“The baby’s heartbeat is so much 

faster than mine! It has its own heartbeat, separate from 

me! So it’s not my body, it’s his! I would be getting rid 

of him!”  

     Women, Leslie explained, deserve the facts—not 

pro-choice talking points that are riddled with lies and 

deceptions. “Daily, I see the shock, and then the tears 

of women as they realize the child they were getting 

ready to abort is alive and moving within them—and 

has a beating heart! The pain on the face of the baby I 

helped abort, and the pain of his mother as she realized 

what she’d done, should never have happened. It 

should never be something either of these human 

beings experienced.” 

     In states with heartbeat bills, 

doctors will have to perform 

sonograms to see if the baby has a 

heartbeat, and then the mother will 

see her child. Leslie said that this is 

a very compelling piece of 

information for a woman, who 

deserves to know the truth. Her 

baby is alive and just needs time to 

grow. Leslie also encourages making adoption more 

accessible and affordable, and having more education 

in high school about open adoption and the safety of 

intensive background checks.  

Protecting Lives (Continued) 

A Ready Defense  

     Especially in a soundbite culture, it’s important to 

be ready to make the pro-life case concisely. Scott 

Klusendorf explained how anyone can be persuasive – 

you just need to be clear and on point. Here’s your one-

minute soundbite to practice: “Aunt Betty, I am pro-life 

because the science of embryology establishes that 

from the earliest stages of development, you were a 

distinct, living and whole human being. You weren’t 

part of another human being like skin cells on the back 

of my hand; you were already a whole living member 

of the human family even though you had yet to 

mature. There is no essential difference between the 

embryo you once were and the adult you are today that 

somehow justifies killing you at that earlier stage of 

development. Differences of size, level of 

development, environment and degree of dependency 

are not good reasons for saying you could be killed 

then but not now.” 

     From there, be ready to kindly answer any questions 

someone may have.  

http://tinyurl.com/support2SOAR
https://www.2ndvote.com/plannedparenthood/

