
 

 

The Most Serious Injustice 

     Especially at Eastertime, it’s important to reflect on the most serious 

injustice. We deal with horrors that people exact on others, such as abortion, 

sex slavery, and torture. And yet, as serious they are, they are all part of this 

short earthly life. Even worse would be to spend eternity apart from God, the 

source of all goodness and moral value, in Hell.  

     God has given us the awesome privilege of self-determination, such that 

we can decide whether to live humbly before Him and give glory and honor 

that is due to Him, or to pridefully live as though we are God and withhold 

love and honor from Him. Irrevocably rejecting God’s grace and mercy, 

living in hatred and rebellion against Him, and choosing to face God’s 

judgment apart from Christ, even though God has given us life and every 

good thing, is to bring upon ourselves the worst consequences.  

     And so it is that as we deal with other issues of injustice, we pray for and 

exhort people to turn from sin and trust the savior, Jesus. That’s the topic that 

we explore further in our main article below. And if we ourselves have 

understood the torture of the crucifixion and the blackness of our own sin that 

Jesus paid for on that device, surely we can be brave enough to understand the 

injustices that other people are facing today and bring deliverance and the 

love of God to them, so that new life may come out of death and beauty out of 

ashes.  – Pastor Doug 

Paths of Justice 

“The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life, turning a person from 

the snares of death.”  - Prov. 13:14  
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Definition of injustice: 

Injustice occurs when 

someone with greater 

power deprives someone 

with lesser power of 

freedom, dignity, 

treasure, or livelihood.  

“The law was brought in 

so that the trespass 

might increase. But 

where sin increased, 

grace increased all the 

more, so that, just as sin 

reigned in death, so also 

grace might reign 

through righteousness to 

bring eternal life through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.”    

- Rom. 5:20-21 

     Justification is a legal term meaning ‘to acquit’, 

‘to declare righteous’. It is the opposite of 

‘condemn’. Justification is 

our Judge’s prerogative, 

and ushers us into a new 

and permanent relationship 

with Him. 

     Since we’re 

commanded to forgive, 

forgiveness is not 

justification. Although our 

Judge forgives and justifies 

on His own terms, we don’t 

justify those we forgive, 

because we’re not their 

judge. Forgiving others is 

not a one-time, irreversible 

event. By practicing 

forgiveness, we’re obeying 

our Judge’s command to always forgive. 

     Since we’re commanded to repent, repentance 

doesn’t justify us. We’re reminded to continually 

confess our sins and ask for forgiveness. Repentance 

is not a one-time, irreversible event. By practicing 

repentance, we’re obeying 

our Judge’s command to 

continually turn from our 

sins. 

     So, this begs the 

question: if obeying our 

Judge’s commands 

includes forgiving others 

who sin against us, and not 

claiming that we’re without 

sin, does our obedience 

justify us?  

     If we are honest, when 

we review our lives in light 

of all of God’s commands, 

we see that we are simply 

not able to justify ourselves 

before God. Is God unjust to impose the impossible 

command of obedience on creatures He knows are 

unable to do so?                                                (over) 

Getting the Message of Easter  

“Some seek refuge from the rough-and-
tumble of public life in the sanctuary of 
their own private virtue. Such men how-
ever are compelled to seal their lips and 
shut their eyes to the injustice around 
them. Only at the cost of self-deception can 
they keep themselves pure from the defile-
ments incurred by responsible action. For 
all that they achieve, that which they leave 
undone will still torment their peace of 
mind. They will either go to pieces in the 
face of disquiet or develop into the most 
hypocritical of all Pharisees.”  

 - Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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Opportunities / Activities / Resources 

Our fourth SOAR survivor group for ladies is scheduled to begin on May 13. Please pray for those who 

are helping with it and those who will participate, and share the website sign-up with others: http://

tinyurl.com/support2SOAR.  

Bring items that were mentioned by email for the mother who had twins and was helped by the 

Pregnancy Decision Health Centers. Also, mark your calendar for the annual Golf for Life for PDHC 

on May 20, 2019 at the Worthington Hills Country Club, 920 Clubview Dr., Columbus, OH 43235. And 

pray for Pastor Doug and the staff at PDHC as he leads a devotion and prayer for them during their staff 

meeting on April 10.  

Even though Hollywood, the media, and Planned Parenthood have not wanted you to see it, the movie 

Unplanned far surpassed expectations, becoming No. 4 at the U.S. box office during its opening 

weekend and taking in double its projections at about $6.4 million. It was the second-best start ever for 

Pure Flix, the film’s distributor, just behind God’s Not Dead 2. It has been changing people’s hearts and 

minds, and an additional 600 theaters will now be playing it. If you haven’t seen it yet, make plans to do 

so, and bring some friends.   

Do you want to get more involved with righting injustice? Come to our Justice Team meetings where 

prayer happens, plans are made, and investigations continue. The more help we have, the more we can 

accomplish, by God’s grace.  

Check with Tom Castor (tcbus7@att.net) or Doug Dunsmoor (dwdunsmoor@hotmail.com) for more 

information about these and more opportunities. 

     Since God is just, the beginning of that question is 

simply impossible. 

     Let’s ask another, similar question: was Adam 

unable to obey the command he was given? 

     Recall that the dust of the ground from which God 

formed Adam was part of God’s good creation. But 

Adam freely chose, without compulsion, 

to disobey God, which impacted all of 

His good creation (including us): the 

condemnation of bondage to corruption. 

Although that doesn’t sound pleasant, it 

nonetheless displays God’s mercy and 

grace. It displays His mercy, because He 

created us in His image and after His 

likeness to enjoy eternal fellowship with 

Him, not eternal separation from Him; 

we need to know the consequences of our 

choice to live apart from Him. It displays 

His grace, because He allowed Adam the 

choice, and afterward promised that He 

would provide the Way out of the 

universal condemnation He justly declared upon 

Adam’s disobedience. 

     Apart from accepting the reality of this universal 

condemnation and apart from accepting that God 

demands obedience to His Word, we may be tempted 

to think that by our own goodness we can justify 

ourselves. And to help ourselves feel better about, or 

feel more successful at, justifying ourselves, we may 

even reject God and replace Him with a god created 

after our own image and likeness - one whose 

commands we are able to obey. 

     Accepting the reality of this universal 

condemnation, however, may help us see that we 

cannot justify ourselves before God. Accepting may 

also help us understand that Jesus came to 

save, not to condemn - because we stood 

condemned already without a way out. 

By taking upon Himself the sins of the 

world and taking the punishment that we 

deserve, being beaten and crucified on a 

cross, we do not have to face God’s 

wrath. If we repent from our sins and 

trust in Jesus to be delivered from sin and 

its consequences, God can justly dismiss 

our case and declare us to be righteous 

before Him.   

     In conclusion, justification - unlike 

forgiveness, repentance, or even 

obedience - is not a repeatable event in a 

person’s life. Justification is our Judge’s declaration 

of our right standing with God, upon our hearing 

Jesus’ words and believing Him who sent Jesus that 

we have eternal life and will not be judged but have 

crossed over from death to life (cf. John 5:24). That’s 

what solves our deepest justice problem and is what is 

most important about what we celebrate on Easter.  

Getting the Message of Easter (Continued) 
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