
Then God…” HEAVEN OR HELL” 

 Early in my ministry, many people would ask me about heaven and 

hell.  Today, people ask me more about the “here and the now,” and how 

to live now.  What we understand about the future, including heaven and 

hell, is important, but what we believe about the future determines how 

we live now.  We live an abundant life now, but we also live in a sure 

and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life in heaven. 

 In simple terms, heaven is union with God, and hell is separation 

from God.  We can experience a kind of heaven, and a kind of hell, in 

this life now.  But we are told in the Bible that there is something 

beyond this life. 

 Based on ancient Jewish beliefs, heaven is above us, and hell is 

below us.  Heaven is the dwelling place of God, and hell is the world of 

the dead.  It’s described symbolically in the Bible as “Gehenna,” a 

garbage dump outside Jerusalem that burned continuously, and 

immediately consumed everything put into it.  So, to be in hell is to be 

finished, done, separated from God forever.  Life ends; it stops! 



 Heaven is the place from which Jesus descended and to which he 

ascended.  Jesus will return to earth again, as described by John in 

Revelation 21: 1-4. “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the 

first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no 

more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I 

heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is 

among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and 

God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.” 

 The most helpful description of heaven for me is from 1st 

Corinthians 2: 9, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human 

heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him.”  Our 

mind cannot conceive what lies ahead, except we know that to be in 

heaven is to continue, and to be with God.  Come learn more about this 

at Community Church of the Verdes. 



 

 

 

 


