
Then God… “Your Will Be Done”  

 “God is great. God is good.  Let us thank Him for our food.” So goes the well-known 

table prayer many of us learned as children. The prayer states two attributes of God we know are 

true.  God is Almighty, powerful and mysterious more than our understanding.  God is good, also 

more than our understanding. The table prayer goes on to say that because God is great and 

good, our response to him can only be a response of gratitude.  We are grateful for God and for 

God’s gifts in a particular way when we sit at table to eat. 

 We could say these same two lines “God is great” and “God is good,” before we pray 

“Your will be done” in the Lord’s Prayer. (Matthew 6:10) We can honestly pray that God’s will 

be done “on earth as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10) because we know of and trust in God’s 

greatness and goodness.  In the Garden of Gethsemane, even facing impending arrest, trial, and 

crucifixion, Jesus could pray three times for God’s will to be done (Matthew 26:36-46) because 

Jesus knew of the Father’s greatness and goodness. Jesus knew that his death was the only way 

for humankind to be saved from their sins, and he knew he would be given new life to conquer 

sin, death, and evil for humankind.  Jesus prayed that there might be some other way, but he also 

prayed that if there was not, the Father’s will be done. 

 When we pray for God’s will to be done, we are saying that we trust in him, but we are 

also asking for several things.  We are seeking to reorient ourselves away from ourselves toward 

God.  He is to be the center of our lives and all that we do.  We are seeking to subjugate our will 

to His. 

 We see God’s greatness and goodness in the Bible, and we also see God’s good will 

there.  When we pray that God’s will be done in our lives and in particular situations, we are 

asking that God’s will be clearly shown to us in our lives and particular situations as well. 

 Finally, when we pray for God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven, we are 

praying for the spread of the gospel to more people who will live God’s will in the world. 

   


