
Then God…YOU ARE NEVER LOST 

 A former colleague of mine told me about the time he experienced the 

“loss,” in a sense, of both of his parents.  He visited his mother before surgery, and 

she died after the surgery.  At that same time, he realized that his father’s dementia 

had increased so that he was not fully present with him.   My colleague grieved 

about these losses, but then a mentor who was an experienced and trusted advisor 

of ours shared something that was quite helpful. 

 Our mentor said that the death of a loved one is a physical loss, but we are 

comforted by the truth that the loved one is with God and we will see them again in 

heaven.  He added that when someone we love loses their memory, it is a kind of 

reversal of a sudden death, it is a slow departure.  Our mentor said that no person is 

ever lost to God.  Relying on the Bible, he said that we can be assured that when a 

person forgets, and we slowly lose them, we can trust that each part of them is 

already being received by God.  People are never lost to God. 

 In this day and age when dementia, and specifically Alzheimer’s disease, are 

so prevalent, this is a good way of understanding God’s grace to us, and also to the 

person with dementia.  The Psalmist’s words put it beautifully; we are always 

known and held by God, from before birth until after death.   The Psalmist writes, 

“For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s 

womb. …Your eyes beheld my unformed substance.  In your book were written all 

the days that were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed… I come to the 

end—I am still with you.” (Psalm 139:13, 16, 18) 

 Age can bring many losses.  God did not intend this.  Again, we can go back 

to the story in the Garden when humanity chose to rebel against God, and one of 

the consequences was that death would come to all.  Then God sent Jesus to defeat 

death and give us abundant and eternal life.  But until his kingdom has fully come, 

we hold on to God’s grace, even as he holds each of us in the palm of his hand.  

Always remember, you are never lost to God! 

 

 

  


