
Why the Bible? 

 I sometimes hear negative comments about the Bible such as, “It’s 

a book of myths and stories that should not be believed.”  Or, I hear 

questions from persons who seem incredulous that I would consider the 

Bible anything more than one book among many.  I note with interest 

that these comments and questions come most often from persons who 

haven’t ever read or studied the Bible, are repeating statements they 

have heard from skeptics, and do not know the God revealed in the 

Bible. 

 All of this is sad to me, for I understand the Bible to be the unique 

and authoritative witness to the revelation of Jesus Christ.  When I look 

at the world, I recognize that there must be a God, and the Bible helps 

me understand who that God is.  The Bible is, as theologian John Calvin 

said, like a pair of spectacles that shows God in Jesus. This Jesus has 

been sent by God to the world to reveal who he is, a loving, forgiving, 

saving God who is real. The Bible also reveals who we are, people who 

were created good, but now are sinful. I have come to know this God, 

and I have come to understand who I am as well. 

 The Bible is inspired by God.  By that I mean its writers were 

inspired to write what they did, in their words as human beings not as 

automatons, but under God’s guidance.  Those who formed the Bible 

were also led by God.  And we who read and study the Bible through the 

ages are inspired by the Spirit to understand it.  

The Bible tells of the grand sweep of history, from creation to 

consummation. One of my favorite moments in ministry is the look of an 

“aha” or an epiphany, or the simple look of amazement, when I see 

someone in a Bible study come to see, really see, the truth of the Bible 

and the God in it, and to understand its scope. 

 The church understands the Bible to be authoritative, the rule of 

faith and life for individuals and the church.  But even though we agree 

on this authority, we may disagree at times about the interpretations of 

this authoritative book.  That can cause conflict, but it really should lead 

us to discussion, more study, and prayer for direction. This is why we 

study the Bible. 

  


