
Then God… What about hell? 

 Many of our images of hell come from art and literature. We think of hell as 

a place of literal fire and torture.  Given this, people ask why a good God would 

“send” people to such a place.  

 This is not the most helpful way to approach an understanding of hell.  We 

need to look to what the Bible says about it, what words it uses, and the context of 

these words. Bible study is essential for this and all aspects of Christianity. 

 We find, then, that hell is final separation from God, just as heaven is final 

union with God.  The Bible uses several images to speak of hell, just as it uses 

several images for heaven.  An image that is helpful to me is the image of the 

garbage dump that was outside Jerusalem.  The dump burned continuously, but 

what was in it was consumed immediately. This image of fire does not mean, 

however, that people are “sent” to hell to “burn” quickly or over a long time.  This 

image simply means that persons come to a final separation from God if they turn 

away from him.  The image is vivid to illustrate both how serious sin is and how 

awful separation from God is.  

 Hell can occur, in a sense, in this life as well.  Our choices and actions 

matter, and they have consequences for us now and later. John 3:16-19 puts it 

clearly: 

 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send 

the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be 

saved through him.  Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who 

do not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name 

of the only Son of God.  And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the 

world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil.” 

 The good news is that Jesus paid the price for our sin on the cross, for God 

wants us all to come to him and be in relationship with him.  1 Timothy 2:4 states: 

“God our Savior…desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of 

the truth.” 


