
Then God said… 

 TRUST 

There are two important Biblical men named Joseph.  In the Old Testament, 

Joseph is the son of Jacob, continuing in the line of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  

God speaks to Joseph in dreams, and about the interpretation of dreams.  In the 

New Testament, another Joseph is the earthly father of Jesus.  God also speaks to 

this Joseph in dreams. 

 The first dream of each Joseph promises them good in some way.  The Old 

Testament Joseph is promised greatness.  The New Testament Joseph is told to 

marry his wife, for she is pregnant with the Savior, Jesus, Emmanuel.    

The path to good for both men is not easy.  But having received the word 

from God, they trust in him and know he is with them.  So they go forward. 

PICTURE 

 After his dream the Old Testament Joseph is sold by his brothers into 

slavery.  In Egypt, he became a servant and was falsely accused of a crime by his 

master’s wife.   He was put in jail.  But God prevailed.  Because of God 

communicating to Joseph and the meaning of other’s dreams, he ultimately rose to 

power in Egypt. He was able to help his family escape famine.  Joseph could even 

say to the brothers who sold him into slavery, “Even though you intended to harm 

me, God intended it for good in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is 

doing today.” (Genesis 50:20) 

 After his dream, the New Testament Joseph has to deal with the public 

shame of marrying a woman already pregnant, and not by him.  He also has to take 

his wife Mary and Jesus to Egypt to escape Herod’s murderous wrath.  They 

returned to Israel only after God spoke to Joseph in a dream that it was safe to 

return.   

 There is a connection between the two Josephs’.   During the darkest times 

of their lives they trusted the word of God.  “Trust in the Lord, and do good”.  

(Psalm 37:3). 

 Do you trust that God is with you?  Do you trust that God intends good for 

your life?  God says in Jeremiah 29:11,“For surely I know the plans I have for 

you…plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” 



 Will you trust in that, and in God?  Will you live your life in that 

knowledge?  Try it!  Find and attend a Bible based church and see how your future 

unfolds with hope. 

 


