
Then God… Time of Trial 

 In teaching The Lord’s Prayer, Jesus said that part of that prayer is to ask of God, 

“Do not bring us to the time of trial.” (Matthew 6:13a) 

 Why would God bring us to the time of trial? I look to the Bible for the answer, 

and I see that, after Jesus was baptized, “Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness 

to be tempted by the devil.” (Matthew 4:1) God led Jesus into preparation for his 

ministry which would strengthen him for that ministry. Surely this was “a time of trial.”  

But notice, God did not tempt Jesus to sin; the devil did. James writes, “No one, when 

tempted, should say, ‘I am being tempted by God.’” (James 1:13a) Jesus had fasted in 

the wilderness for forty days and nights, and the devil used this.  He tempted Jesus by 

using his human hunger and weakened condition, and later his human ego.  Jesus 

responded always with the word of God. 

 After we are baptized as Christians, we will also face temptation by the devil, 

who uses our human desires against us.  God may lead us into those situations to be 

prepared for something, or to make us stronger in faith and character.  James writes, 

“Whenever you face trials of any kind, consider it nothing but joy, because you know 

that the testing of your faith produces endurance; and let endurance have its full effect, 

so that you may be mature and complete.” (James 1:2-4) 

But we may find ourselves in situations of trial due to our own doing.  This we 

are not to do.  Preacher William Carl quotes his grandfather, who reminded him: “It is 

easier to stay out of trouble than it is to get out of trouble.” 

 Yet we are asking in The Lord’s Prayer not to be brought to times of trial.  More 

importantly, we are asking for God to be with us, as he was with Jesus. For we say, in 

Matthew 6:13b, “But rescue us from the evil one.” This acknowledges that as sinful 

human beings, we need God to help us not give in to evil.   

 God has ultimately rescued us from the evil one in Jesus. Yet once saved, we are 

to live in grateful response to God for that salvation.  Even then, we need God to go 

forward so that we might come to spiritual maturity. 


