
Then God…The crucifixion 

 I have found that there are several issues that people let stand between them and 

faith.  One is pride.  People believe there must be some sort of a creator, but they are 

unwilling to, as I have heard it said, “bow down” to such a creator.  Another issue is 

apathy.  People haven’t ever seen the importance of a relationship with God, forgiveness 

for sin, or expression of faith, so they go forward in life in blissful ignorance.  Still 

another issue is suffering.  People simply cannot accept the suffering of people or 

animals, whether guilty or innocent. 

 I appreciate that latter issue.  It is very difficult to witness suffering.  I can, on an 

intellectual basis, offer a theological explanation for it.  God created a good world, and he 

created persons who had free will.  Because they chose to rebel against him, sin came 

into the world.  We now are fallen people in the midst of a fallen world, and suffering 

happens. Yet that theological explanation only goes so far, especially in the midst of or 

witnessing suffering.   

 Into all of this comes the question, then, “was the crucifixion really necessary”? 

Why did Jesus have to suffer in such an awful way? 

 Again, there are theological explanations.  God is holy.  We could not be in 

relationship with him in our sin.  The sacrifice of a sinless human was the final sacrifice 

to pay for our sin, ending the long and bloody history of animal sacrifices throughout the 

Old Testament.  Also, sin is like crucifixion---awful, horrible, ugly. The crucifixion 

makes us draw back because it should. 

 Ironically, though, it is in suffering and weakness that God’s power is shown.  

God loves us so much as to enter our world, to suffer, and yet not to sin.  And in a world 

that loves to exercise power and throw out and take “bait” in arguments, Jesus chose not 

to exercise power and take “bait,” but to surrender in love for us.  

 I am always suspect of those who say they have the perfect answer to suffering 

and the crucifixion, and seek to tie up all questions in a neat little present of an answer 

with a big red bow.  God’s ways are not our ways.  (Isaiah 55) We dare not speak things 

too wonderful for ourselves, which we do not know.  (Job 42) Now we know only in part. 

(1 Corinthians 15)   


