
Then God…YOU SHALL NOT COVET 
 
 Have you ever wanted something for yourself that belonged to another person?  Wanted 

the other person not to have it?  Wanted it all out of proportion to everything else?  That is what 

it means to “covet,” which is what The Tenth Commandment addresses.  God says in Exodus 

20:17, “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or 

male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

 Coveting is a sin of the heart, but it can lead to sinful action.  One sinful action can then 

lead to another.  For example, in 2
nd

 Samuel 11, King David coveted his neighbor’s wife 

Bathsheba, so he took her in adultery.  Bathsheba became pregnant, so David recalled her 

husband Uriah from the battlefield so that Uriah might impregnate her.  When Uriah would not 

cooperate, David sent Uriah back into battle to die, so that David could take Bathsheba for 

himself. Coveting led to adultery, then to trickery, then to murder. 

 How can we prevent coveting, this sin of the heart, especially before it leads to action?  

The answer is to put God first in our lives.  Jesus said, “Strive first for the kingdom of God
 
and 

his
 
righteousness.” (Matthew 6:33)  

 Putting God first puts anything we might “covet” in perspective.  Lyrics from the song 

“Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus” say it well: Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in His wonderful 

face, And the things of earth will grow strangely dim, In the light of His glory and grace. 

The apostle Paul testified to this, writing, “I consider everything a loss because of the 

surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” (Philippians 3:8-10) 

Putting God first also moves us from “coveting” to being grateful and content.  Paul was 

grateful for the Philippians’ support and concern for him, and he described his contentment, 
“
I 

rejoice
 
in the Lord greatly that now at last you have revived your concern for me…Not that I am 

referring to being in need; I have learned to be content with whatever I have. I know what it is to 

have little, and I know what it is to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned the 

secret of being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. I can do all 

things through him who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:10-13) 

 


