
Then God Said…THE SECOND COMMANDMENT 

When I wrote about The First Commandment in the last edition of “Then God,” we 

were reminding ourselves not to put self in the place of the true God.  This week, I 

have been thinking about how we put idols in the place of the true God.  For us, an idol 

can be a new car, a huge house, even a relationship, a sport, or an activity.  It is very 

easy to find ourselves worshiping things that we think are important rather than 

worshiping the true God. 

God’s Second Commandment forbids the making of idols.  God said, “You shall not 

make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or 

that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth.” (Exodus 20:4)  

The prophet Isaiah wrote about people of his time who made idols. He wondered why 

a human being would think they could make something that would be god.  Isaiah 

wrote, for example, “The carpenter stretches a line, marks it out with a stylus, fashions 

it with planes….. he makes it in human form, with human beauty, to be set up in a 

shrine. He cuts down cedars….Then [the cedar] can be used as fuel. Part of it he takes 

and warms himself; he kindles a fire and bakes bread. Then he makes a god and 

worships it….. Half of it he burns in the fire; over this half he roasts meat, eats it and is 

satisfied. He also warms himself… The rest of it he makes into a god, his idol, bows 

down to it and worships it; he prays to it and says, “Save me, for you are my god!” 

(from Isaiah 44) 

The apostle Paul later wrote about the absurdity and the sin of this.  He said that 

people are without excuse if they say there is no god, for creation clearly shows there 

is a Creator.   Yet even people in his time tried to make their own gods; “they 

exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling a mortal human being 

or birds or four-footed animals or reptiles.” (Romans 1:23) 

We still try to make idols of wood, iron, and stone, from houses to golf clubs to 

diamonds to everything in between.  Ponder this today, and see if and how you are 

doing this. 

  


