
Then God…YOU SHALL NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS 
 

 It is a weighty thing to give false testimony against another person in court.  The 

Old Testament recognized this by requiring two witnesses in legal proceedings. 

Deuteronomy 19:25 states, “A single witness shall not suffice to convict a person of any 

crime or wrongdoing in connection with any offense that may be committed. Only on 

the evidence of two or three witnesses shall a charge be sustained.”  American law still 

today penalizes false witness, what the legal system calls “perjury.”  Witnesses are 

asked, "Do you swear to tell the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth?" 

 The Ninth Commandment is, “You shall not bear false witness against your 

neighbor.” (Exodus 20:16) This commandment certainly begins by prohibiting perjury, 

but it moves on to mean that we are not to lie in any setting. Further, we are not to 

twist one another’s words for our own purposes. 

The Ninth Commandment also speaks to something positive.  It might be said 

that it means, “You shall speak the truth.”  As Christians, we are to speak the truth 

about our neighbors and about God.  In this way, we both honor and love God, and 

respect and love our neighbors.   

 The Ninth Commandment’s application continues by implying we are to speak 

the Truth of God.  As Christians, we bear witness to Jesus Christ, the Way, the Truth, 

and the Life, and the embodiment of the good news.  We should bear witness to him 

by our words and our deeds.  We bear false witness to him when we say we are 

Christians, but we do not speak and act as such.  We also bear false witness to him 

when we twist and manipulate God’s words, just as the devil did with Eve in the 

Garden of Eden. 

 It is interesting to note that experts say that eyewitness testimony is the least 

reliable evidence of any kind in legal proceedings.  It is so because we are limited, 

finite, human beings who make mistakes, forget, perceive incorrectly, or lie.  Some 

might say that Christians are the least reliable evidence for God for these same 

reasons.  I pray that is not so.   



 I pray that we witness to God’s grace and love in all circumstances and in all 

ways tell the truth.  And I pray that we love God and neighbor in all circumstances and 

in all ways.  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


