
Then God Said…HONOR YOUR MOTHER AND YOUR FATHER 

 
The word “authority” has negative connotations for many people these days.  
They often want to defy, or reject, or protest against authority.   

Authority can be misused.  People with power over others can sin.  There is no 
denying that.   

Yet authority also is needed in society to prevent anarchy and chaos.  This 
authority begins in the home. 

The first four of The Ten Commandments set out the relationship between God 
and his people.  The last six commandments set out the relationship between 
God’s people themselves, and their neighbors.  The first of this last set of 
commandments is, “Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be 
long in the land that the LORD your God is giving you.” (Exodus 20:12) 

God’s people revere and worship God, for he is God alone.  However, we do 
respect our parents.  They have parental authority over their children, and 
because of that, they are to be honored by their children.  Parents are an 
important part of the family, a crucial aspect of human society. 

By implication of this commandment, other authorities are also to be honored.  
This includes teachers, police, and governmental authorities. 

Yet this commandment also has limits.  When parents and other authorities call 
us to disobey God’s law, we are not to obey them.  Paul says explicitly, “Children, 
obey your parents in the Lord, for this right.”  (Ephesian 6:1) Disobeying parents 
who are not “in the Lord” is to be done only after careful thought, reason, and 
prayer.    

The fifth commandment is not limited to little children.  It also applies to adult 
children.  It has special applicability when our parents age.  We are to care for 
them in the best ways we can.  This is important for society, because older people 
often have great wisdom and experience.  We can learn much from them when 
we spend time with them. 



The Bible adds responsibilities for parents as well.  For example, Paul writes, “Do 
not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord.” (Ephesians 6:4) 

The fifth commandment is the only commandment linked to a promise.  
Remember that the commandments were given to God’s people in the wilderness 
to shape them into a people worthy of the Promised Land.  The fifth 
commandment had a practical purpose to preserve families and tribes as they 
fully became a nation in that Promised Land. 

 

 

 


