
Then God…Reward or forgiveness?  
 

At the end of a day, what are you looking forward to, a reward or forgiveness? 
That is, are you aware that you have done some good and think you will deserve a 
reward, or are you more aware that you have done some bad and will need 
forgiveness? A friend of mine told me that when he was young, he was vain about 
his life. He thought more of himself than he should have. He actually looked 
forward to the day, at the end of his life, when God would say to him, as the 
Master does to the faithful servant in Matthew 25:21-23, “Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant….enter into the joy of thy Master.” My friend went on to say 
that as he grew older, and wiser, he began to realize his failures and limitations. 
At that time, he looked forward to the day that God would say, “Son, your sins are 
forgiven!” (Mark 2:5) I understand what my friend was saying. He had come to 
know how much he needed God’s grace, rather than simply trusting in who he 
was and what he could do. He also realized that even our best deeds are tainted 
by sin. We all need to come to that point in our lives. As both the Psalmist and 
Paul write, “The Lord looks down from heaven to see if there is anyone who is 
righteous, and he finds that there is no one, not one righteous.”  
 
The good news is, however, that God has already forgiven our sins in Jesus Christ. 
“While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8). So the words of 
forgiveness have already been spoken.  
 
Because of that, we are free to live by grace and the power of the Holy Spirit that 
God gives us. Imagine that! We are not marked by the past, we have been washed 
clean by God. We can move forward in trust and hope.  
 
Therefore, we can let God’s Spirit blossom and grow within us. We are 
empowered to bear the fruit of good works. We can also live in the fruit of the 
Spirit, which is “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control.” (Galatians 5:22- 23). 
 
May you know God’s words of forgiveness in Jesus Christ. May you go forward to 
live in the power of the Spirit, and bear fruit. 


